Text: | Corinthians 16:10-19
Title: “Remarkable People”

INTRODUCTION

ILLUSTRATION — Nan and | recently attended the graduation ceremonies for one of our nephews.
The commencement speaker happened to be a Christian teacher and she asked the students to make
three lists. Obviously those of us in the audience were doing the exercise as well. First, name the
top 10 wealthiest people in the world today. | could name a couple, but beyond that | didn’t have a
clue. Second, name the top 10 most famous people in the world today. | thought about a couple of
names, but who knows who might be on that list. Third, name 10 people who have helped you in
your life. Well, that list filled up in a hurry for me. It was no problem for me to remember 10 and
many, many more people who have helped me in my life.

All of us, if we stopped to think about it for just a moment can think of people who have helped us
along the way in our lives.

Open your Bibles to | Corinthians 16. We’re wrapping up our study in | Corinthians, and here in the
closing words of Paul’s lengthy letter to the Corinthians there are listed some people that really
helped him. We’ll come back to these verses in more detail later, but just notice their names as you
let your eyes drift down through these verses...

e Inv.10 there is mention of Timothy.
In v.12 there is mention of Apollos.
In v.15 there is mention of the household of Stephanus.
In v.17 there is mention of Stephanus again, along with Fortunatus and Achaicus.
In v.19 there is mention of Acquila and Priscilla.

Then Paul comes to sum up his comments about these people:
1 Corinthians 16:18b - “Such men deserve recognition.”

In other words, they are remarkable people. They live their lives in such away as to deserve
recognition ... something is to be said about them ... they are remarkable. | want to talk to you
today about being “Remarkable People.”

The Lord is working everywhere, and He uses a variety of different kinds of people to accomplish
His work.

Note: The amazing thing is that none of these men likely had any idea that 2000 years later they
would be the subject of a sermon ... no idea that there lives and their work would still be studied
as a commendable, remarkable example for God’s people through the ages. And yet the great
Apostle Paul says in essence, “I wouldn’t be where | am today without these guys.”

So what is it about these people that caused them to be included on Paul’s list of people who really
helped him?



1. REMARKABLE PEOPLE DO GOD’S WORK.

1 Corinthians 16:10 (NIV) - If Timothy comes, see to it that he has nothing to fear while he is
with you, for he is carrying on the work of the Lord, just as I am.

Luke’s history of the church in Acts tells us what was happening here. Paul and Timothy (the
Timothy to whom two of Paul’s letters are addressed later in the NT) first connected when Paul came
through Timothy’s hometown on his second missionary journey. Paul met Timothy, learned that the
other believers there spoke well of him, and decided to take Timothy along as he continued his
missionary journey.

Later in Acts we learn that Paul is in Ephesus (where he is writing this part of God’s Word we
are studying). And Timothy is with him. And Paul intends for Timothy to come to Corinth,
perhaps to deliver the letter that Paul is writing.

Note: Timothy was a remarkable young man, but not really spectacular. In fact the NT description
of this one Timothy is amazingly honest about his limitations.

e He was youthful.

1 Timothy 4:12 (NIV) - Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but
set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.

Apparently, wherever Timothy ministered people looked at him with a bit of skepticism
because he was young. And Paul says, “Don’t give anyone cause to despise you because you
act in an immature way.”

e He was frail.
There’s just a passing reference to thisin ...

1 Timothy 5:23 (N1V) - Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your
stomach and your frequent illnesses.

e He was fearful (maybe of rejection)

2 Timothy 1:6-7 (NIV) - For this reason | remind you to fan into flame the gift of God,
which is in you through the laying on of my hands. " For God did not give us a spirit of
timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.

Note: The Corinthians were a tough crowd. They were used to the famous orators coming
through Corinth to mesmerize crowds with their philosophical talks. And they were prone to
look at preachers and ministers in the same way. They were ruthless in their comparisons of
preachers and ministers. That’s why the church was divided into cliques over these
personalities (Paul, Peter, Apollos, even Jesus). Paul knew this church and knew that they
could be very hard on man like Timothy who may have not been very confident.



That’s why Paul said in ...

1 Corinthians 16:10-11 (NIV) - If Timothy comes, see to it that he has nothing to fear
while he is with you, for he is carrying on the work of the Lord, just as | am. No one,
then, should refuse to accept him. Send him on his way in peace so that he may return to
me. | am expecting him along with the brothers.

Why were they to accept Timothy and not reject him? Because “he is carrying on the work of the
Lord.”

v.10b — “For he is carrying on the work of the Lord...” Literally, “for the work of the Master he
works.”

Timothy worked. He expended labor and energy to do the Lord’s work. That’s what makes
us remarkable people.

Now God’s work and God’s works are done not just in a church building, but also out in the
community. In fact this becomes our vocation every minute of every day ... to work the work of the
Master.

Colossians 3:23 - Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not
for men...

The word “work” here is the same word used to describe Timothy’s work in | Corinthians 16:10.
Now all of this work is for a purpose, that the name and glory of God would be spread. We are not
doing it to gain notoriety for ourselves. Our work in the church or in the community has a reason for

us as God’s people ... to spread the name and the renown of our Lord. This is our witness.

Find the unique way that God has put you in this world to work the work of the Master ... and work
it! This is what makes us remarkable.

2. REMARKABLE PEOPLE FOLLOW GOD’S LEADING.

In v.12 Paul remarks about Apollos.

1 Corinthians 16:12 (NIV) - Now about our brother Apollos: I strongly urged him to go to you
with the brothers. He was quite unwilling to go now, but he will go when he has the

opportunity.

We’re first introduced to Apollos in Acts where Luke tells us he lived in Ephesus and where Paul
and Apollos likely met.



Acts 18:24-25 (NIV) — (Apollos) was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the
Scriptures. ® He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great
fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John.

Paul felt strongly that Apollos should accompany Timothy to Corinth. In fact Paul strongly urged
(encouraged) Apollos to go. But Apollos said (respectfully, I’m sure), “No, not now.”

Why did Apollos not go to Corinth at the strong urging of the great Apostle Paul? | don’t about you,
but if someone as spiritually powerful as the Apostle Paul came to me and said, “I think God is
calling you to do this,” I’d be on my way, whether it was God’s will or not.

Could it be that he was living his life on God’s timetable, not on someone else’s?

“But he will go when he has the opportunity...” — Paul says, “I know Apollos. He’s living his life
under the leadership of the Lord. His opportunity is in Ephesus for now, but when God shows him
the time is right, he will be there for you.”

This is one of the amazing things about remarkable people ... they learn to listen for God’s
leading. That’s what makes them so useful in God’s hands ... they follow the promptings of
God.

How many times have you been blessed by someone who called you up and said, “The Lord just put
you on my heart. | wanted to call and see how you’re doing.”

ILLUSTRATION — | remember one Christmas when Nan and | were a struggling young couple in
ministry, and like many young ministers and their families, we just barely made it financially. One
day a deacon and his wife showed up on a front porch and he pushed into my hands a roll of one
hundred dollar bills. I can’t tell you how timely that gift was. And | know that God led that couple
to do this, and they followed God’s leading.

They are remarkable people.
3. REMARKABLE PEOPLE SERVE GOD’S PEOPLE.

1 Corinthians 16:15 (NIV) - You know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts
in Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints. | urge you, brothers,

One translation says, “They made up their minds to be devoted to the service of the saints.”
“Service” is the word from which we get our word “deacon.”

This phrase “they ... devoted themselves to service” is a fascinating phrase. The KJV reads
this way:

1 Corinthians 16:15 (KJV) - | beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas,
that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry
of the saints,)



Look at that! “They have addicted themselves to the ministry (the service) to the saints.”
Where did that come from? Well, that’s partly the meaning of the word here. There was an
inner compulsion to do this thing. They were not driven to do out by some sort of outward
influence. There was a powerful force at work in their lives that drove them to act a certain
way.

When you think about a person addicted to something (drugs or alcohol or whatever), that
addiction is a powerful force that works in their life, driving them to do things that, in this
case, are harmful to themselves and to others.

But this family (the household of Stephanas) was compelled, driven, motivated by an inner force,
namely the Holy Spirit of God, to serve the saints.

Another thing about addictive behavior is that it is habitual. People return to it over and over. In this
case of Stephanus and his family, the more they ministered and served, the more they wanted to do
more. They came to a point where they simply just couldn’t live without Christian service.

Note: They were not addicted to teaching, to preaching, to leading ... no, they were addicted
to serving. There was humility in this willing to serve.

Ephesians 2:10 (NIV) - For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

There was a determination that they would no longer live life just for themselves, but for God and for
His people.

1 Corinthians 16:16 (NIV) - Submit to such as these and to everyone who joins in the work, and
labors at it.

Now the list of remarkable people grows.

1 Corinthians 16:17 (NIV) - | was glad when Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus arrived,
because they have supplied what was lacking from you.

1 Corinthians 16:18 (NIV) - For they refreshed my spirit and yours also. Such men deserve
recognition.

Want know to what this “service to the saints” looked like (v.15)? Stephanus, Fortunatus and
Achaicus just showed up as refreshing friends to Paul.

There are people who charge your battery, and there are people who drain your battery. We
need people around us who charge our battery.

1 Corinthians 16:18 (NIV) - For they refreshed my spirit and yours also. Such men deserve
recognition.



These are remarkable people! And the list grows.

1 Corinthians 16:19 (NIV) - The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila
and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house.

Aquila and Priscilla were tentmakers whom Paul met in Corinth and with whom he lived. They had
followed Paul to Ephesus and remained there in ministry, making their house available as a meeting
place. What a team!

ILLUSTRATION - I’m reminded of a story | read recently about a college women’s softball game
between Western Oregon and Central Washington University. During the course of the game, a
Western Oregon senior named Sara hit the first homerun of her college career. She dropped her bat
and started to make her way around the bases. In the midst of all the excitement, she forgot to tag
first base. When the first base coach shouted to her attention, Sara quickly turned around. To
everyone's horror, her right knee buckled. Crying, she tried her best to crawl back to the base.

Sara’s teammates were warned that if they touched her, she would be called out. The umpires
also noted that if her coaches opted to call in a pinch runner, the homerun would only count as
a single.

You can probably imagine the shock everyone felt when Mallory, Central Washington’s first
baseman, turned to the umpire and said, *"Would it be okay if we carried her around the bases,
and let Sara touch each bag?"

The umpires gave their approval, and Mallory her teammate Liz picked up Sara, crossed their
hands beneath her, and carried her to second base. Once there, they lowered the injured player
and gently touched her foot to the bag. They did the same for third base and home plate. The

crowd erupted into a standing ovation.

The interesting thing is that Sara’s team, Western Oregon went on to win the game,
eliminating Central Washington from the playoffs.

In an interview after the game, Sara said, "It's amazing, what they did...1 hope | would do the
same for her in the same situation.” Sara will never forget what those remarkable opposing
players did for her.

CONCLUSION

At the beginning of my message | mentioned the list the speaker asked students to make of 10 people
who helped them. She had something else in mind. It wasn’t just for them to think about and be
grateful for the people who helped them get to this point in their lives. Her real challenge was this:
Make it your goal to show up on someone else’s list of 10 people who helped them in life.



