Text: Proverbs 2:1-9
Title: “lI Promise ... To Guide”

INTRODUCTION

ILLUSTRATION - Several years ago | had a friend who was a pilot, and flew his own plane. One
time he was flying me back home from a speaking engagement. It was after dark and soon we flew
into a bank of clouds. We couldn’t see anything but thick darkness. Soon | had this weird sensation
that we were flying on our side. | said Craig why are we turned sideways. He said, “It’s OK. We’re
just right.” We flew a little longer, and | felt like I was going crazy. | said again, “Craig, we are
sideways. You better straighten this plane up or we’re going to fly into the ground. He said, “Pastor,
trust me. We’re right where we should be. | have my eye on the horizon.” 1 said, “Horizon? What
horizon? All I can see is this thick darkness.” My friend replied, “No the ‘horizon’ is this little
instrument in front of me that tells me if the plane is level to the horizon enough. We’re right on
course.”

There are a lot of times in the Christian life when we're forced to fly in fog or at night, when
it's hard to get our bearings, when we can't see the horizon and get the perspective necessary to
stay level. At such times, it's doubly important to keep our eyes fixed on God's guiding grace
for our lives.

Open your Bibles to Proverbs 2. We’ve been talking about God’s very great and precious promises
during these summer weeks, and there’s no promise more reassuring to us than God’s promise to
guide us. One of the greatest things we need in life is guidance. We all have decisions that we make
every day, some of them probably have no long-term consequences for us, others are life-altering
decisions. Maybe you have to make an important decision these days ... should you accept that job
offer you received ... should you ask that person you’ve been dating to marry you ... what should
you do about that aging parent who can no longer live alone ... and so many more. Read text vv.1-9.

If you go back to v.8 you see that life is compared to a journey or a road. In the Hebrew there are
two words that are peppered throughout Proverbs 2 that are variously translated course, way or path.

v.8 — “he guards the course of the just and protects the way of his faithful ones...”

Our lives need to be guided, by God and by us. We do not just wander haphazardly through life. If
we do, we’ll end up in the wrong places. The word “course” means a road that is traveled. The word
“way” means a journey, a trip. But both words are used repeatedly in the Proverbs to describe a way
of living one’s life and our moral character.

And on this journey of life there are twists and turns in the road, and there are intersections we come
to where we may not know which way to go.

1. THE SOURCE OF GUIDANCE (v.6)

Proverbs 2:6 (NIV) - For the LoRD gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and
understanding.



THERE IS A GOOD GOD WHO DESIRES THAT YOU KNOW AND DO THE RIGHT THING.

And this good God who desires that you know and do the right thing is also the source of the
guidance we need to know and to do the right thing in life.

Three words describe the guidance and counsel of the Lord:
e “wisdom”
e “knowledge”
e “understanding”

Incidentally, the majority of Proverbs were composed by Solomon, the son of David and a great
King of Israel. Solomon was the man to whom God came one day with a powerful proposition. God
said, “Solomon, ask for anything you wish for me to give you.” Isn’t that amazing offer? How
would you reply to that? Well, Solomon didn’t ask for riches or power or possessions. Instead he
asked for wisdom, for a discerning heart, and God granted it to Solomon in an extraordinary way.

In fact the Bible goes on to say that ...

I Kings 4:29-20,34 - “God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of
understanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore. Solomon’s wisdom was
greater than the wisdom of all the men of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of
Egypt. He was wiser than any other man ... Men of all nations came to listen to
Solomon’s wisdom, sent by all the kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom.”

Remember where we started this series on the promises of God?

2 Peter 1:3 (NIV) - His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness
through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.

God wants us to know His will much more than we want to know it. As badly as you think you want
to know God’s will, God wants that even more. So why would He not move heaven and earth to
show us the right way, the good path, the correct course. God is not going to play a game of “hide
and go seek” with you about His will. He doesn’t say, “I know what it is, can you find it?” No, He
gives wisdom and guidance that we need.

Isaiah 2:3 (NIV) - ""He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths...."

James 1:5 (NIV) - If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to him.

But there’s something else | see here in these verses. There’s something about...
2. THE SEARCH FOR GUIDANCE (vv.1-5)

TO KNOW AND DO THE RIGHT THING REQUIRES EFFORT ON YOUR PART.



In spite of the fact that God showers forth His wisdom, we are required to search for it. It doesn’t
come to us naturally; there is a quest for it.

ILLUSTRATION - It would be great if our lives were like the rides out at Six Flags where you get
in the car, and it has a steering wheel, but it doesn’t work. There’s an accelerator and a brake, but
that’s about all the control you have. The course has already been determined, you aren’t responsible
for anything but just to get in the car. That’s not the way life is. God is sovereign. He determines
the right path, and He knows what our decisions will be before we make them, but we have to make
the right decisions, choose the course that He reveals, and live with the consequences of our actions,
our choices.

Notice in vv.1-5 there are a series of propositions. And they show us the importance of the search
for guidance.

Proverbs 2:1 (NIV) - My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you,

Notice we approach the God for wisdom with the commitment that we will accept His words and His
way. The word means to take away or carry out.

ILLUSTRATION - | called a pizza place yesterday and ordered a pizza to pick up. | got there, paid
for my pizza and started out the door and the guy behind the counter said, “Aren’t you forgetting
something?” | had ordered the pizza and paid for it, but | forgot to take it with me.

Isn’t that the way it is so often when it comes to God’s guidance. We ask for it, but when He
gives it to us, we forget to take it with us.

Now there are two great sources of guidance that are described here.

e (od gives guidance through His words and His commands. The “words” and “commands”
are the teachings of Scripture. Now the Word of God may not answer every question you have
about God’s will in a specific situation, but if you saturate your life in the word of God, you
will be in a position for God to guide you in matters that are not specifically addressed by
Scripture.

e (od gives us wisdom through other people. The words “my son” signal to us that there is a
relationship here between the one needing guidance and the one giving it. We know that God
uses us and other people to accomplish his plans. It makes sense that God would then use other
people to dispense His wisdom. It is very wise to surround yourself with people whom you
trust and who have a proven track record in their own lives so that you can glean advice from
these people.

ILLUSTRATION - I was recently reading about the tradition of the Quaker community, in which
when a person is making an important decision where they are seeking God’s will they will call on a
dozen trusted friends to engage in a "clearness committee," a process in which the group refrains



from giving you advice but spends three hours asking you honest, open questions to help you sort
through things as you seek God’s direction in your life.

We need people like that around us when we are making important decisions.
The search for guidance continues ...

Proverbs 2:2 (NIV) - turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding,

“Turning your ear” basically means to pay attention to something or to someone.

When it talks about “applying your heart to understanding,” the picture is one who is stretching,
turning and twisting to get something.

ILLUSTRATION - I was watching some of the coverage of the Cowboys training camp out in
California. It showed Tony Romo throwing a pass to T.O. The pass was not exactly on target, but
the receiver twisted, bent down, and contorted his body to catch the ball. That’s the picture here.

Proverbs 2:3 (NIV) - and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding,

To “call out” means “to cry aloud for help.” This reminds us of the importance of praying and
asking God for wisdom. Remember what James tells us?

James 1:5, “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to him.”

The search for guidance continues.
Proverbs 2:4 (NIV) - and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure,

Note: There were times in Palestine when silver was more scarce than gold, and therefore more
valuable than gold.

We become spiritual treasure hunters as we search for and seek after the guidance of God. And, yes,
that treasure can sometimes be hidden ... not because God is trying to trick us or to see if He can
throw us off. Clearly He will give guidance. But it is in the process of searching for it that we put
our trust in Him and wait for Him, which in and of itself is tremendously valuable.

So if all these “ifs” are true...

Proverbs 2:5 (NIV) - then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of
God.

Do you see that all this leads not just to making the right decision, but to knowing God, who is the
source of all understanding and knowledge?



Perhaps our praying should not be so much like: God show me the way” as it should be “God show
me Yourself.”

1 Corinthians 1:30 (N1V) — (Christ) has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our
righteousness, holiness and redemption.

So there is the source of guidance and the search for guidance. And there proverb also gives us ...
3. THE SUCCESS OF GUIDANCE (vv.7-9)

THE LIFE THAT COMES FROM GOD’S GUIDANCE IS REALLY THE GOOD LIFE.

If you are trying to live your life apart from the guidance of God, you may think your on the “good
life” track, but you’re actually on a very dangerous path. Look at vv.7-9.

Proverbs 2:7 (NIV) - He holds victory in store for the upright, he is a shield to those whose
walk is blameless,

Proverbs 2:8 (NIV) - for he guards the course of the just and protects the way of his faithful
ones.

I think of how much heartache and pain we could avoid if we would only accept the heavenly
wisdom from God. There are so many life lessons that we learn through our mistakes and mess ups.
But think of all the negative things that we experience by learning through our mistakes that we
could’ve been shielded from had we listened to God in the first place.

Proverbs 2:9 (NIV) - Then you will understand what is right and just and fair—every good
path.

The God will guide us down a “good” path. It is good because it is ...

Proverbs 2:9 (NIV) - Then you will understand what is right and just and fair—every
good path.

“right” = righteous, rightness

“just” = refers to the process of a matter being brought before a judge, and a verdict being
rendered that is proper and fitting.

“fair” = means “evenness”

ILLUSTRATION — When our girls were little and there was a cookie or a piece of cake to
split between the two of them, if Nan were to cut it in two and give it to each of them, they
would both say, “She got the bigger piece.” So Nan did this ... she let one of them cut the
piece of cake in two, and the other one got to pick which one of the two pieces they wanted.
That’s fairness.



CONCLUSION

In the end the source, the search, the success of guidance is seen in one of my favorite passages in
the Bible. You know it well.

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) - Trust in the LoORD with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; ®in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.

The Bible says that there is a way that seems right to man, but in the end it leads to destruction.

What way are you seeking?



