
HARVEST DAY 
 
Text: Exodus 5-10 
Title:  “Clever Compromises” Pt.2 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
ILLUSTRATION – One of the hottest videos on YouTube these days is an unusual thing that 
happened on an outdoor basketball court in London, England.  Devin Harris, a point guard with the 
New Jersey Nets and one of the top stars in the NBA, was at a coaching clinic in London when he 
was challenged to a one-on-one game by Stuart Tanner, 28-year-old part-time basketball coach.  

 
Stuart Tanner schooled Devin Harris … with unbelievable moves, deadly accurate shooting 
and even blocking a shot or two.  And all of it was captured on video, and has now been 
viewed nearly three million times YouTube.  
 
The clip, recorded at a court in Stockwell, south London, captures Harris’s good-natured 
reaction to the Briton’s skills.  "Man did you see how fast he was? He tricked me. He hustled 
me on my own court!” he says.  "He might be able to get an NBA contract. We might need to 
sign him up tonight."  
 
Stuart Tanner:  "It was a bit embarrassing for him (Devin Harris) as you shouldn't ever really 
get beaten like that but he took it really well and was very nice about it,” he said.  "Now 
everyone in America seems to be talking about it and it's up to almost three million viewers. 
I'm wondering what on earth is going on. I never made it as a professional and all of a sudden 
everyone is talking about me, which is amazing."  
 

Well Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, along with the false gods he has put his hope in, are about to be 
schooled by a man in the hands of Almighty God.  Open your Bibles again to Exodus 5.   
 

God is delivering His people, Israel, from bondage in Egypt.  He has raised up a messenger by 
the name of Moses who is to go to Pharaoh to say, “God told me to tell you to release His 
people from slavery.  If you don’t, God will inflict some horrible plagues or judgments upon 
you.”  Well, Pharaoh isn’t moved at all.  
 

You see God is forging His people into a new nation whose identity will be uniquely linked to the 
glory of God.  And that’s what God is doing today through Jesus Christ.  He is calling people out of 
the world unto Himself that we might become a holy people who live for His renown and His glory. 

 
So here in Exodus 5-10 there is this showdown between Moses and Pharaoh, between God Almighty 
and the gods of the Egyptians.  And Pharaoh did everything he could to keep Israel from leaving 
Egypt.  And to do that, Pharaoh offers a series of clever compromises to keep God’s people from 
being all God had destined that they become.   
 



But the amazing thing is that today, Satan throws up the very same compromises to us to keep us 
from coming out of the old life dominated by sin and the world, and into the new life God has for us 
in Jesus Christ. 
 
Let’s review. 
 
1. THE COMPROMISE OF OUR DEVOTION 
 
Exodus 5:3 (NIV) - Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Now let us take 
a three-day journey into the desert to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God, or he may strike 
us with plagues or with the sword.” 
 
Exodus 5:4 (NIV) - But the king of Egypt said, “Moses and Aaron, why are you taking the 
people away from their labor? Get back to your work!” 
 
God is calling His people out to be a people who serve and worship Himself.  But Pharaoh doesn’t 
want that to happen.  He wants the people to be consumed with their work.  In fact, he increases the 
work load by demanding that they make the same number of bricks as before, but this time they 
would have to gather their own straw to put in the bricks, whereas before the Egyptians did that for 
them. 
 

And Satan doesn’t want us spending any significant time or energy devoting ourselves to God.  
Work and play, and just tip your hat to God. 

 
Well God says, “Let’s get Pharaoh’s attention here.”  And so there comes the plague of the Nile 
River being turned to blood (Ex.7), the plague of the frogs, the plague of the gnats and the plague of 
the flies (Ex.8).  Now Pharaoh wants to come back to the bargaining table.  And he offers another 
compromise. 
 
2. THE COMPROMISE OF OUR SEPARATION 
 
Exodus 8:27-28 (NIV) - We must take a three-day journey into the desert to offer sacrifices to 
the LORD our God, as he commands us.” 28 Pharaoh said, “I will let you go to offer sacrifices 
to the LORD your God in the desert, but you must not go very far.” 
 
And don’t you know that is exactly what Satan throws up to us all the time?  It’s OK to get a little 
religion, maybe go to church some, but just don’t go overboard with this … don’t become a fanatic 
about it. 
 
So there’s the clever compromise of devotion and separation.  But also there’s … 
 
3. COMPROMISE OF OUR RELATIONS 
 
Now here we go again.  Pharaoh has been struck with four horrible plagues, and in spite of the fact 
that he seems to repent, he changes his mind and refuses to let Israel obey God to go and worship 



Him.  It takes four more plagues before he’s hurting enough to give in ... the plague of the livestock 
killed, the plague of boils, the plague of hail (Ex.9) and the plague of locusts (Ex.10). 
 
Read Exodus 10:8-11. 
 
Isn’t that classic?  Pharaoh is no idiot. He knows that if the men are forced to go alone without their 
families, they will be divided in their worship.  They won’t go far without their families. 
 

Note:  The fact is that God would impress this open His people when He gives them the Ten 
Commandments, the Law, later.  In Deuteronomy God tells His people, “Talk about these 
things with your children wherever you go, and whatever you are doing.  Pass the faith along, 
pass your worship along to the next generation.” 
 

Men are to lead their families, not leave their families behind. 
 
So you can see that this was a very subtle compromise proposed by Pharaoh.  “Go worship, but don’t 
take your family with you.” 
 
And Satan’s clever compromise is the same.  If you insist on getting saved and worshipping God, 
keep it to yourself.  Don’t try to influence others.  Don’t’ take others with you into your new way of 
life.  After all, tolerance is the word of the day.   Don’t try to persuade others to do what you have 
done. 
 
That’s not what Jesus teaches.  When Christ calls us to follow Himself, we are not to compromise 
our influence with others. 
 
Jesus said… 
 
Matthew 5:13 (NIV) - “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it 
be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled 
by men. 
 
Matthew 5:14-16 (NIV) - “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 

Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that 
they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

 
APPLICATION – A few weeks ago we gave out something called a 3-1-6 card.  Praying for three 
people, at least once each day, six days a week.  We have extra cards in the pew around you, in case 
you didn’t get it the first time.  

 
God wants us to bring every realm of our life into realm of our worship of the Lord.  You know, we 
can pull this building in around us like a cozy blanket and say this is my sanctuary.  But God wants 
us to wrap that blanket of worship around every realm of our life.  There are no sacred spaces and 
secular spaces in our life … everything is sacred because God’s presence pervades it all. 
 



What would happen if you saw your office or your classroom, and the people in them, as a 
sanctuary where you worship God?  What would happen if you saw the places where you 
shop, or go for entertainment as a sanctuary where you worship God?  Young people, what 
about your dates?  Do you think it would change the way you think and act and related to 
others in those places?  It ought to. 
 

So there is the compromise of devotion, the compromise of separation, the compromise of relations, 
and … 
 
4. THE COMPROMISE OF OUR POSSESSIONS 
 
Now Pharaoh relents and agrees to let Israel go, then he changes his mind when the next wave of 
pain has diminished.  Note:  He’s like so many of us who only take God seriously when we’re in 
pain or in trouble.  But when the pain or the trouble goes away, we forget the promises we made to 
God. 
 
There’s another plague and Pharaoh is hurting again.  This time it is the plague of darkness that God 
uses to get his attention. 
 
Exodus 10:24-26 (NIV) - Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and said, “Go, worship the LORD. 
Even your women and children may go with you; only leave your flocks and herds behind.” 
But Moses said, “You must allow us to have sacrifices and burnt offerings to present to the 
LORD our God.  Our livestock too must go with us; not a hoof is to be left behind. We have to 
use some of them in worshiping the LORD our God, and until we get there we will not know 
what we are to use to worship the LORD.” 
 
Do you see what’s happening here?  Pharaoh says, “Don’t worship God.  Well, if you do, don’t go 
overboard … don’t go too far … don’t leave Egypt.  Well, if you must, go by yourself.  Don’t try to 
influence anyone else to go along with you.  Well, if you must, at least leave your things, your stuff, 
your possessions out of the equation. 
 
I love Moses response to this compromise.  Look at it again. 
 
Exodus 10:26 (NIV) - Our livestock too must go with us; not a hoof is to be left behind. We 
have to use some of them in worshiping the LORD our God, and until we get there we will not 
know what we are to use to worship the LORD.” 
 
Our possessions, our money, our time all belong to God.  It goes in the package of our life when we 
surrender all to God.  Our worship of God covers all that we have and all we are. 
 
And that’s why Jesus commanded His disciples… 

 
Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV) - “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 



 
What wisdom!  Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  If the Israelites left their flocks 
and herds (their possessions, their livelihood) back in Egypt they would not worship with a full heart 
because their possessions were didn’t come with them. 
 
ILLUSTRATION – Awhile back I read about a black pastor in South Africa.  In the days of civil 
unrest that wracked their country several years ago this pastor and his family found themselves the 
victims of violence because of their Christian convictions.  Their simple house was burned to the 
ground.  Nothing was left but the chimney.  All their personal belongings, furniture, books, sermon 
notes … all gone.  They were left only with the clothes on their backs. 
 

But something revealed their character and their conviction in that dark hour.  You see, the 
pastor had taken a piece of charred wood from their burned house and had written the words of 
a vow that he and his fellow pastors had recited at their district conference each year: 
 
“Put me to what you will. 
Put me to doing, 
Put me to suffering, 
Let me be laid aside for you, 
Let me have all things, 
Let me have nothing. 
I freely and heartily yield 
All things to your pleasure and disposal.” 
 

ILLUSTRATION – If you have ever attended the funeral of a fireman, you know there is something 
very sobering that happens at the end of the funeral.  It is known as the “Last Call.”  Generally 
bagpipes are played, and then the dispatcher back at the headquarters will speak over the intercom 
something that will be heard on every fireman’s radio and on the radios of the fire trucks that 
surround the grave of the deceased fireman.  This happens to be a recording of the Last Call for a 
fireman named Keith Dale Lewis (Unit 112).  PLAY AUDIO CLIP. 
 
As you may know, emergency responders have certain codes.  Do you know what the code 10-7 
means?  It means “unavailable for service.” 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Are we really making a difference in our world … as individuals … as a church?  If not, could it be 
because we have compromised our devotion to God, our separation to God, our relations with others 
and our possessions?  We are 10-7 … UNAVAILABLE FOR SERVICE. 
 


