
Text:  Exodus 3:11-22  
Title:  “Reluctant Messengers” Pt.1 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
ILLUSTRATION – Fix this scene in your mind.  You are on a passenger plane flying somewhere 
when suddenly there is a jolt and the plane begins to shake violently.  The oxygen masks fall from 
the panel above you as people begin to shriek in terror.  Immediately the pilot comes on the intercom 
and announces that the plane has been involved in a mid-air collision and everyone should prepare 
for a crash landing.  You have the unmistakable sense that this may be the end for everyone onboard. 
 

In that dreadful moment how do you think you would spend what may be the last minutes of 
your life in this world.  What do you think would be your instinct? Would you spend those last 
few minutes in shock, not really knowing what to think or do?  Would you spend those last 
minutes thinking about the family and friends you would leave behind?   Instinctively would 
you spend those last few minutes praying?   
 
You’re a believer, but you weren’t counting on meeting God in heaven on this particular day.  
Would you instinctively think about where the people seated around you would go when they 
perished?  Would they go to heaven or hell?  Would you seize the opportunity to become 
God’s messenger in those last minutes you’re alive?  Would your instinct be to turn to the 
person next to you on the plane and say, “We’re all scared.  But I know that if something 
happens and I die today, I’ll go immediately into the presence of God in heaven.  Do you 
know for sure where you will go?”   
 
Would it be your basic instinct in that moment to boldly witness to the people around you?  Or 
in spite of the fact that it really doesn’t matter what anyone thinks of you in a situation like 
that, you would still be reluctant to start that kind of conversation with someone? 
 

If, in all honesty, that’s the way you feel it would go.  Welcome to the fellowship of reluctant 
messengers.  Many of us would fall into that category.  In fact, it may surprise you that one of the 
greatest men in the Bible, Moses, started out a reluctant messenger for God.  Open your Bible with 
me to Exodus 3:10. 
 

Now last week we studied Moses’ burning bush experience where he heard the call of God to 
go and to go on mission with God and to become the man that God would use to deliver His 
people from the oppression and the slavery of Egypt.  Well let’s pick up there and see how this 
well known figure in the Bible responds to God’s call to become His messenger.   
 

Read vv.10-17. 
 
This is an amazing conversation between God and Moses.  Do you get the feeling of how intense this 
moment is? The structure of Exodus 3-4 is in the form of a dialogue between God and Moses.  You 
have a series of powerful statements by God (“God said…”) and a series of responses from Moses 
(“Moses said” or “Moses answers”). 
 



I guess I can understand Moses reluctance and his great feelings of inadequacy.  After all God is 
calling Moses to something that seems an impossible task.  Remember, it has been forty years since 
Moses had his last experience with his Hebrew kinsmen.  He’s been on the bench for the last forty 
years.  And the last time he was in the game he fumbled the ball.  And that didn’t go well at all.  He 
ended up killing an Egyptian and having to run for his life to Midian.  And now God is telling him 
that he will lead the Israelites out of Egypt, all 2-4 million of them, against the wishes of the most 
powerful nation on the earth. 
 
God heard the cries of His people in slavery.  And He was about the great work of delivering His 
people, the Israelites from the bondage of Egypt.  The king of Egypt doesn’t want this to happen.  
But God wants to use Moses to deliver the message of God’s deliverance.  
 
And today, God is about the work of redeeming and delivering lost souls from the grip of sin.  And 
there’s an enemy, Satan, who doesn’t want that to happen.  And yet God calling to take the message 
of His deliverance to a lost world.  Paul said it this way… 

 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21 (NIV) - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the 
old has gone, the new has come! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the 
world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed 
to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though 
God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God. 
 

God is about the great work of deliverance in this world.  And He wants to use us as His 
representatives.  We can learn from the mistakes a fearful, reluctant messenger named Moses.  There 
are several questions that Moses raises: 
 
1. THE QUESTION OF IDENTITY - Who am I?   
 
Exodus 3:11 (NIV) - But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring 
the Israelites out of Egypt?”  
 
As Moses listens to this incredible plan God has, Moses perhaps gets that sinking feeling in the pit of 
his stomach that God must have the wrong number.  “God I’m not sure I’m the right man for the job.  
Who am I?  You know, God, I’m a shepherd … an eighty year old shepherd.  Sure I had a great start, 
groomed to be a prince of Egypt, but that was forty years ago.” 
 
ILLUSTRATION – The story is told of the great reformer, Martin Luther, who went through a 
gloomy period in his life. He was so discouraged that his wife Katie decided to teach him a lesson.  
She was worried that he would discourage the other believers who looked up to him for leadership. 
She put on black widows garments each day and walked around the house as if she was mourning a 
death. When Luther saw this he asked her, "Who is dead that you are wearing mourning clothes?" 
She replied without hesitation, "God is dead!" This shocked Luther and he quickly responded, "Don't 
talk so foolish woman!" To which she said, "Well, my dear, you are so downhearted that I concluded 



God must be dead, and so I put on my mourning apparel!"  Immediately Luther realized how he had 
lost his perspective and found new strength in God!   
 
Look at God’s response to Moses: 
 
Exodus 3:12 - And God said, “I will be with you...” 
 
Moses argues, “I can’t do this.”  And God says, “Exactly right.  I’m not asking you to do this on your 
own.  I will be with you.” 
It’s a promise of God’s personal, direct help and guidance.  It doesn’t matter what you think of 
yourself, or even what others think of you.  The call of God upon your life is all that matters.  God is 
the great equalizer. 
 
And next God gives to Moses a vision that is intended to inspire faith.   
 
Exodus 3:12b - And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have 
brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.” 
 
“I’m going to insure that you succeed.  And one day in the not too distant future you will be back 
here with me at this mountain to worship … and you won’t be alone.  My people will be with you.” 
 
Well, this isn’t enough for this reluctant messenger.  Next comes… 
 
2. THE QUESTION OF AUTHORITY - What shall I tell them? (vv.13-22) 
 
Exodus 3:13 (NIV) - Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The 
God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall 
I tell them?”  
 
The thought of returning to Egypt brings to Moses' mind the last thing he heard from the Hebrews 
when he first tried to be their deliverer.  When Moses tried to break up a fight between two Hebrew 
slaves one of them said to Moses, "Who made you ruler and judge over us?" (Exodus 2:14).  And 
they’re going to ask again, “What right, what authority, do you have to tell us what God’s will is for 
us?” 
 

By the way, that same question lingers in all of our minds as reluctant messengers for Christ.  
In our pluralistic age, perhaps the most despicable thing in the mind of our culture is for 
someone to come and actually claim that they know God’s will for my life.  What right do you 
have to say your God is greater than my god? 

 
Now there are many names for God in the OT, in fact several up to this point in Genesis and Exodus.  
When Moses talks here about “the God of your fathers…” he is referring to Elohim … powerful 
God. 
 



And when the Israelites will ask, “What is his name?” that question is an important question.  You 
see, in biblical times a name is more than a way to identifying someone; it was an expression of the 
nature and the character of the one with that name.   
 

Remember, it has been 400 years since there has been a man of God … a prophet in their 
midst.  God hadn’t revealed Himself like this for hundreds of years.  Maybe the Israelites had 
forgotten God, or forgotten the name that had been revealed to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 
Exodus 3:14 - God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the 
Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” 
 
Those words, “I AM” is Hebrew is the name Yahweh or Jehovah.  The pious Jews later were 
reluctant to pronounce God’s name lest he incur the penalty for taking the name of the Lord in vain.   
So they developed the practice of taking the vowels from the Hebrew word for Lord and combining 
them with the consonants of Yahweh, thus producing the word Jehovah.  I’ve mentioned before 
whenever in an English translation you see LORD it is this name … I AM … Yahweh.    

 
The name Jehovah was known to the Israelites in the past.  It was familiar to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob.  Now, hundreds of years later, there may have been people who had forgotten that 
name, and thus the full character of God.  For some, it was totally new altogether. 
 
This name is one of the many names of God in the OT that refer not just to a “tag” for God, 
but a description of God’s character and His essence … just exactly what kind of God He is.  
So what does this name Jehovah convey about the nature and the essence of God? 
 
I AM … not I WAS.  Literally this means, “I AM AND CAUSE EVERYTHING TO BE.”  
This is the name of God that reveals His self-existance … that is, nothing caused Him to come 
into existence … He simply is.  So how did everything that is come into existence.  He caused 
it. 
 
This name also indicates God’s self-sufficiency.  He is and has everything in Himself.  He 
needs no one else to make him complete or to meet a need.  And so God is everything to His 
people.   
 

The name Yahweh ultimately meant to the Jews what the name Jesus has come to mean for 
Christians today, a name that is synonymous with all of God’s gracious dealings toward us. 

 
In fact, you may remember that one time Jesus made the statement in John 8:58:  “"Before Abraham 
was, I am."  It is one of many statements Jesus made that begin with the words, “I am.”  Jesus said 
over and over again, I am, I am, I am. This is like God giving you a blank check in Jesus. It's as if 
God is saying whatever your need is I am. Do you need guidance? Jesus says I am the way. Do you 
need knowledge? Jesus says I am the truth? Do you need to be saved? Jesus says I am the life? Do 
you have a hungry heart? Jesus says I am the bread of life. Do you have a thirsty soul? Jesus says I 
am the water of life. Are you groping in darkness? Jesus says I am the light of the world.  
 
Praise God for the great I AM! 



 
POINT – In the first objection Moses asks, “Am I the one?”  In the second objection God tells him, 
“I am the one.” 
 
Exodus 3:15 (NIV) - God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your 
fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ 
This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to 
generation. 
 
So Moses is a reluctant messenger with all these questions.  But here’s the thing that amazes me 
about this conversation between the Lord and Moses.  On the mission God takes care of everything.  
We must simply obey. 
 
Just look at it… 
 
• He takes care of our credentials (vv.16-17). 
 

ILLUSTRATION – You know what credentials are, don’t you.  It’s some document or badge 
that allows you entrance into some place or event.  Well, people are asking, “What right do you 
have to come into my life and talk to me about my sin?” 
 
Exodus 3:16 (NIV) - “Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to them, ‘The LORD, the God 
of your fathers—the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob— appeared to me and said: I have 
watched over you and have seen what has been done to you in Egypt. 
 
In other words Moses is to say, “I’m here because God loves you and cares about the mess you 
are in.” 
 
Exodus 3:17 (NIV) - And I have promised to bring you up out of your misery in Egypt into 
the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—a land 
flowing with milk and honey.’ 

 
You’ve heard it before:  People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you 
care.”  Love is our greatest credential. 
 

• He takes care of the strategy (v.18). 
 

Exodus 3:18 (NIV) - “The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then you and the elders are to 
go to the king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with 
us. Let us take a three-day journey into the desert to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God.’ 
 
God said this time they would listen, unlike his first attempt 40 years before. 
 
“Let us take a three-day journey into the desert…” – When you read on into Exodus you see that 
this was a one-way three-day journey.  They would not be coming back.  In fact, Hebrew scholars 



tell us that this request to take a “three-day journey” was an idiom.  It was an ancient way of 
stating that one was about to go on a major trip with important consequences.” 

 
And you’ll see later that Pharaoh knows exactly what is going on here.  He is reading between the 
lines.  He knows what this means, and he will not be happy about it.  So next there is … 

 
• He takes care of the opposition (vv.19-20). 
 

Exodus 3:19 (NIV) - But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty 
hand compels him. 
 
Notice that God says, “I know there will be resistance. And the only way this situation will be 
resolved by the intervention of my mighty hand.” 

 
Here we see the omniscience of God.  He knows the hearts of people.  He knows how they will 
respond when they are confronted with His Word. 

 
Pharaoh is a perfect picture of Satan.  And Satan will resist every effort you make to witness to 
others. 

 
Note:  Moses was not responsible for the results.  He was simply to be obedient to the mission.  
God will take care of the other stuff.  We are to simply be faithful to say what He tells us to say.   
 
But victory is guaranteed. 
 
Exodus 3:20 (NIV) - So I will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all the 
wonders that I will perform among them. After that, he will let you go. 
 
Note:  The miracles and wonders will take the form of powerful destruction that will come 
through a series of plagues, as we will see later.  God will destroy the powers that are opposed to 
His purposes. 

 
• He takes care of our provisions (vv.21-22) 
 

Exodus 3:21 (NIV) - “And I will make the Egyptians favorably disposed toward this people, 
so that when you leave you will not go empty-handed. 
 
God is going to engineer circumstances so that when the Israelites depart from Egypt, the 
Egyptian people (though not the king) will show them grace (“favorably disposed”).  Here’s how 
it will work: 

 
Exodus 3:22 (NIV) - Every woman is to ask her neighbor and any woman living in her 
house for articles of silver and gold and for clothing, which you will put on your sons and 
daughters. And so you will plunder the Egyptians.”  
 



Why did they need this “plunder”?  The Israelites were going on a journey.  They could not go out 
empty-handed.  They would need provisions, and the silver, gold and clothing of the Egyptians 
would be what God would use. 
 
Amazing!  Instead of having to defeat the Egyptians in a bloody battle in order to obtain the plunder, 
it would simply be theirs for the asking.  Why?  Because God was fighting the battle for them.  
Pharaoh would not just send them away; the Egyptians would have such pity on them that they 
would fill their sacks with everything they will need for the journey. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
Dear reluctant messenger and witness for Jesus Christ: 
• Do you see that God is on mission to deliver the people around you from bondage to sin and 

Satan? 
• Do you see that as inadequate as you may feel, God desires to use you in delivering them out of 

that life? 
• Do you see that you don’t go in your own name?  One of the last things Jesus said to His disciples 

was this:  “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth.  Now, go and make 
disciples of all nations…” 

• Do you see that God wants you to go and tell them He cares … your great credential that will 
allow you access into their lives. 

• Do you see that that God has the strategy?  You go and tell, and He will take care of the 
opposition.  The power of the Cross will overcome every sin and every enemy. 

• Do you see that what you are offering in the name of Jesus is life that is filled with God’s 
provision for everything a human being can every need … Life today and for eternity? 

 
 


