Text: | Corinthians 15:54-58
Title: “The Final Victory”

INTRODUCTION

I’m concluding this series of messages that I’ve entitled “Shaken Faith ... Strengthened Faith.” |
mentioned at the start this study this portion of God’s word was made powerfully real to me because
of a conversation I had with a young man who went through a devastating experience in life. And in
a moment of anguished honesty he said (in so many words), “I’m struggling with this. 1’m having
serious doubts about some things that I’ve always believed. What if we’ve tried to live for Christ
and then one day when we die we realize that it was all for nothing ... that in the end there is no
heaven, no hell, no God to face one way or the other?”

So it happens in life that when we go through difficult circumstances, our faith is shaken. But
shaken faith doesn’t have to become shattered faith ... it can move to strengthened faith as we
turn to God’s Word for the answers we need. Open your Bibles today to | Corinthians 15:54.

Last week we talked about:

e ANATURAL IMPOSSIBILITY (v.50) — And that impossibility is that flesh and blood (the
human bodies we inhabit while we are on this earth) cannot inherit the kingdom of God. But
God what is impossible with man is possible with God. For it goes on to tell us that there is ...

e A SUPERNATURAL MYSTERY (v.51) — This change that we need to happen God will
make happen. We will all be changed. This is describing the resurrection of the dead when
our bodies, and in fact, all of the universe will be completely redeemed. We will no longer be
plagued by a weak, sinful, deteriorating body. In fact that which is perishable will become
perishable. And that which is mortal (it dies) will become immortal (will never die).

e All this leads to A FINAL VICTORY.

What a wonderful thing to consider! What great changes are coming for us! And the reason God is
doing it this way is that He is bringing about ...

1. CHRIST’S VICTORY (vv.54-56)

1 Corinthians 15:54 (NIV) - When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and
the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been
swallowed up in victory.”

“Then the saying (Word) that is written will come true...” — Friends you need to know that there
Is no promise in God’s Word that will not “come true.” And so many of those promises we have in
Scripture have to do with the future. This promise happens to come through the OT prophet Isaiah.

Remember, Christ is reigning until He has put all His enemies under His feet. And the last enemy to
be defeated is death.

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” The word “swallowed up” — the word literally means
“to drink down.” Swallowed up in what? Victory. The word in the Greek is nikos.



ILLUSTRATION - In Greek mythology there was a goddess named Nike (nee-kay), the
goddess of victory. In fact most years the Olympic medals will have on one side some
likeness of the Greek goddess Nike, perhaps holding a palm branch in her left hand and a
winner’s crown in her right.

Of course, today in English we pronounce her name Nike (nai-kee), as in Nike athletic apparel.

But the real victor of the ages is our own Lord Jesus Christ who, by His death and resurrection and
by His second coming and our resurrection from the dead, will bring about the promise of God’s
Word that “death has been swallowed up in victory.”

ILLUSTRATION - Have you ever been on the beach and built sandcastles out of the sand? If you
have perhaps you also watched as the tide came in and waves begin to crash closer and closer to the
sandcastle. Finally, the waves literally swallowed up the sandcastle. And when the surf had done its
work, you couldn’t even see where the sandcastle was.

ILLUSTRATION — A few weeks ago | was standing under a small tent at a cemetery as the
family of a deceased man had gathered for their final moments together before the casket of
their loved one was lowered into the ground. 1 stood there looking at the casket, and then at
the widow and her children grieving. 1’ve been at scene hundreds of times. But on this
particular day the Lord just reminded me of this promise that one day, this whole defeating
scene will be swallowed up in victory.

Then Paul pulls out a quote from another OT prophet, Hosea.
1 Corinthians 15:55 (NIV) - “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”

It’s kind of like a taunt. Paul is talking smack here. Literally the saying goes this way: “Where are
you death, you victor? Where are you death, you stinger.”

That terrifying enemy that has chases every human being has been swallowed down in a
mighty gulp by God’s victory on the Cross and in the resurrection of Christ.

The word “sting” makes reference to the poison that is found in sting of a bee or a scorpion.
ILLUSTRATION - | was stung by a scorpion once. I’ll never forget it. | have been stung by
wasps several times. Now | am told that when a bee stings someone, the stinger is left in the
one it stung. That bee cannot sting another. And the great thing is that Jesus when He died on
the Cross and arose from the grave, He took death’s sting for us. He took the stinger out of the
bee of death, sin and the law.

Death has a poison to it. And the next verse explains that poison.

1 Corinthians 15:56 (NIV) - The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.



“the sting of death is sin...” — What does that mean? It’s explained in ...

Romans 5:12 (NIV) - Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and
death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned—

“the power of sin is the law...” - God’s law reveals God’s standards. And when we violate those
standards our sin is revealed.

ILLUSTRATION - | was at a baseball game yesterday and | watch a mom rush out of the
ballpark to find her little girl who had gone off to play somewhere she wasn’t supposed to.
And as the mom was bringing the little girl back into the stadium, she said to her little girl,
“That’s a rule breaker. You broke the rule.” And | knew that the little girl was going to suffer
the consequences of violating that family rule.

Well God’s laws are violated when we sin, and the consequences are death, physical and spiritual.

Romans 6:23 (NIV) - For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

And that is Christ’s victory. But next there is something about ...
2. OUR VICTORY (vv.57-58)
Suddenly there is this explosion of gratitude to God.

1 Corinthians 15:57 (NIV) - But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Notice that “he gives us the victory.”

Because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, death is no longer master over Him, and because death is
no longer master over Him, it is no longer master over those of us who are in Christ.

We cannot live a sinless life, fulfill the law, nor can we remove sin once we have committed it. We
cannot remove the consequences of sin, which is death. But on our behalf Jesus lived a sinless life,
and in so doing He fulfilled the law perfectly (the one and only to do so), then He removed our sin by
paying the price for it, and in doing so He satisfied God’s righteous requirements by His perfect
sacrifice on the Cross. Then He conquered death by being raised from the dead.

And we should be the first to say, “Thanks be to God ... He gives us the victory.”
1 Corinthians 15:58 (NIV) - Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you.
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the

Lord is not in vain.

This victory provides ...



e A challenge (v.58a)

1 Corinthians 15:58 (NIV) - Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move
you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord...

There is a challenge here to three actions:

First, “stand firm.” The word is actually not about standing, but really about sitting. Remain
seated in a place of conviction.

I Corinthians 15 is all about standing firm. You see it in the first verse and in the very
last verse.

1 Corinthians 15:1 (N1V) - Now, brothers, | want to remind you of the gospel |
preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand.

The words are different in v.1 and v.15, but the challenge is the same ... stand firm.
Second, “let nothing move you.” Don’t be agitated by the things that happen around you.
Third, always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord...”

Oh how this challenges those of us who work and pray and serve and suffer as little as
possible. How can we just sort of “take it easy” when the deadline of eternity is waiting for
us.

| think about Jesus. He was in Samaria one day when He met a woman whose life was just a
mess. He spent time speaking to her and ministering to her while the disciples could only
think about where they would eat lunch. They went away and Jesus stayed behind to change
this woman’s life. When the disciples returned from lunch they asked Jesus if he was hungry,
and He replied...

John 4:34 (NIV) - “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to
finish his work.

Always abounding in the work of the Lord ... is that us?
This victory provides not only a challenge, but also ...
e A reward (v.58b)
1 Corinthians 15:58 (NIV) - Because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

“in vain” — means empty. ILLUSTRATION - Finding a treasure chest, opening it up and
finding it empty.



If there is no resurrection of the dead, then there are no eternal consequences to anything. If there are
no eternal consequences to what | do with my life then | don’t think about doing anything but what is
easy and comfortable and convenient for me.

EXAMPLE - There’s an illustration of how this works found in the teachings of Jesus.

Luke 14:13-14 (NIV) - But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the
blind, **and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous.”

Do you see the effect of believing in the resurrection of the dead? If I’m not convinced that there is a
day when | will stand before the Lord and give an account of my life ... If I’m not convinced that the
sacrifices | make in this life for Jesus will one day be acknowledged and rewarded by my Lord ...
then what is my motivation to live in any way but in selfishness?

But, Jesus says, if you believe at the resurrection, the reward of that day will make up for every loss,
every sacrifice, every risk you have made for the sake of Christ and for the sake of love, then you
will give yourself fully to the work of the Lord, which is to love others. You can love people without
a view to what you can get out of it here.



