Text: Exodus 1:15-2:10
Title: “A Culture of Life”

INTRODUCTION

Our national anthem ends with those words, “O, say, does that

Star-Spangled Banner yet wave, O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave?” And we are
the land of the free in that we have a constitution that guarantees our freedom. But God knows that
there is a freedom that many people do not possess.

John 8:36 (NIV) - So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

God calls us to Himself out of a life of slavery and bondage to sin and self. That is God’s wonderful
plan for our lives in Christ. We even see it early in the OT. Open your Bibles to Exodus 1.

The book of Exodus is all about following God to freedom. All of this begins far back in
God’s dealings with a nation whom He called to Himself, the nation of Israel. They have a
great destiny due to the covenant God made with them. But something’s wrong. Their
ancestor Abraham had been told that through his descendents (Israel) all nations would be
blessed ... that his descendents would be more numerous than could be counted ... and that
they would move in to occupy the land of Canaan, the Promised Land. But as we come to
Exodus, everything seems to have stalled. It’s all going south. Their very existence was being
threatened by the cruel oppression of an Egyptian king. “Has God forgotten us,” they
wondered. It looks like that they are going to be oppressed into extinction. And things are
getting worse worse. Read Exodus 1:15-22.

This morning I’m going to talk about “A Culture of Life” ... a culture where human life is valued.

TESTIMONY - Just reading the story of the heroic efforts of the Hebrew midwives (nurses who
helped women deliver their babies) reminds me so much of the work of pregnancy centers all over
the United States. These life stations minister to and counsel expectant parents about the value of
life for that little baby growing in mommy’s womb. Did you know that three of the finest pregnancy
centers in Tarrant County are directed by women who are members of our church? Becky Hyde is
the director of the Arlington Pregnancy Center. Jeannie Mullins is the director of Pregnancy
Lifeline, another very strong pregnancy center in Southwest Fort Worth. And several years ago, our
church was instrumental in forming the Fort Worth Pregnancy Center. It has grown to be such a
strong ministry, and one of our own, Shelley Lee is the director of the Fort Worth Pregancy Center. |
had asked her to share a couple of minutes with us today. However she had emergency surgery last
week, and in her place Shelley’s assistant, Jennifer Hollen, is here to share about the work of the
FWPC. She and her husband Jason are members here at Travis.

Last week we saw how Exodus opens with a series of developments where God doesn’t seem to be
in the picture at all. But the delivering God saw the oppression of His people, was moved with
concern for them, heard their cries and remembered the covenant He made with them. And the
delivering God is about to raise up a deliverer for His people, but it will be in spite of an evil regime
with an evil agenda.



Now we’re talking about a culture of life. But this pagan land of Egypt did not possess a culture of
life. Note that Pharaoh devises a two-step assault on the babies. Step #1(Chapter 1) — Get the
Israelites to kill their own babies (like abortion or partial-birth abortion). But that won’t work. Step
#2 (Chapter 2) — Have the Egyptians kill the babies (what we would call today infanticide or
genocide). It moved from being a subtle encouragement to the midwives to becoming a national
policy of the kingdom. Isn’t that the way it so often happens? It’s not just true about abortion, but
also of same-sex marriages and any number of other moral issues. What starts out as being a subtle,
and then not-so-subtle pressure from the culture, before long becomes a national policy through laws
of the land.

Note: There are several connected moral issues here related to a culture of death. Where there is no
sacred value to human life (from conception to death) here’s what happens: Human life becomes
merely a pragmatic issue. If a human life gets in the way of some other agenda, either the parent’s
agenda or the state’s agenda, death is the solution. And these are all issues you and | should be
informed about as we approach a crucial election.

e Abortion - In 1973, two U.S. Supreme Court decisions, Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton,
struck down all then-existing state laws prohibiting abortion. The combined effect of these
rulings required abortion to be legal for any woman, regardless of her age, and legal for any
reason through the first six months of pregnancy, and for virtually any reason thereafter.

Despite the pro-choice propaganda abortion is terrible evil in our land. It kills unborn
babies, creates serious physical risk for the mother, leaves emotional scars, and violates the
God-ordained sanctity for human life.

e Stem cell research using human embryos — This kind of stem cell research requires a living,
human embryo be killed. And because we believe that human life begins at conception, it
Is unacceptable to destroy embryos — the tiniest human beings for this research. Besides,
there are other ways to conduct stem-cell research without using human embryos.

e Euthanasia - Euthanasia is the process helping a terminally ill person to die. Known also as
assisted suicide or mercy killing, euthanasia is illegal for humans in the United States, and
it needs to remain that way.

We as the people of God must possess a culture of life. We see a culture of life among the people of
God here in these verses we are studying this morning.

1. WE SEE IT IN THE CONVICTIONS OF THE MIDWIVES.

Exodus 1:15 (NI1V) - The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were
Shiphrah (shif-raw) and Puah (poo-aw),

There is a very deliberate effort here on Moses’ part to put the spotlight of history on these two
courageous women. For the names to be given here, when we haven’t even been told the name of
the Pharaoh, is pretty remarkable. It’s clear ... Moses establishes these two women as heroes.



Proably Shiphrah and Puah were “chief midwives” who may have supervised other midwives. So
they are given instructions by Pharaoh.

Exodus 1:16 (NIV) - “When you help the Hebrew women in childbirth and observe them on the
delivery stool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live.”

Stop to think about it: If this plot would have been successful, Pharaoh would have wiped out the
Israelites eventually. But God was watching over the Israelites. He had big plans for them. They
were His people.

Note: | have read descriptions of how the midwives might have gone about killing these babies as
they are being born. | will not describe here today because it is just too gruesome. But from
everything | have read it is essentially what happens with partial birth abortion. Partial-birth abortion
is a horrible thing that is illegal now, thanks only to pro-life influences. We need to make sure that
the laws of our land continue to support a culture of life, not a culture of death.

Exodus 1:17 (NI1V) - The midwives, however, feared God and did not do what the king of Egypt
had told them to do; they let the boys live.

Do you see it? These women feared God. What does that mean? It doesn’t mean that they were just
afraid of God. No, in the OT this phrase means someone who believes God and fears the
consequences of not pleasing Him. They were people of moral convictions. Their reverence for life
stemmed from their reverence for God, the creator and giver of life.

This may have been the first instance of civil disobedience recorded in Scripture. The midwives
refused to obey an evil law because of a higher principle ... “they feared God.”

Exodus 1:18-19 (NIV) - Then the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and asked them,
“Why have you done this? Why have you let the boys live?”” The midwives answered Pharaoh,
“Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women; they are vigorous and give birth before the
midwives arrive.”

Question: Were the midwives wrong in telling Pharaoh this? Did they lie to him? We’re not told
here in the text whether or not their intent was to deceive. But we do know that God was pleased
with their actions.

Exodus 1:20-21 (NIV) - So God was kind to the midwives and the people increased and became
even more numerous. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families of their
own.

So God blessed these two leading women for putting their lives on the line to save precious babies.
And He rewarded them by giving them families of their own. Note: Some scholars believe that
Shiphrah and Puah may have been older women who had not been able to have children, or
otherwise could not have children. So for them to have children, where before they had none, was a
real blessing from God.



And look at the blessing of God. He wanted to give these two women a wonderful reward ...
perhaps His very best reward. So He gave them babies.

Psalm 127:3 (NIV) - Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children a reward from him.

Note: What if you haven’t been able to have children? Does that necessarily mean that for
some reason God is not pleased with you? Absolutely not! There are numerous, godly
women in the Bible who were unable to have children. But when children are given, they are
a gift from God.

Now when Pharaoh discovers that his plans have been thwarted by the midwives, he changed his
plans.

Exodus 1:22 (NIV) - Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: “Every boy that is born
you must throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.”

Question: Why throw them into the Nile? Why not just kill with a knife or stone? Scholars have
speculated two answers: First, throwing the children in the river was a “clean” way to rid them of an
unwanted child. No evidence, no mess to clean up. The Nile River was the sewer for Egypt, and the
child would just be swept away. Done. Finished. Out of sight and out of mind. A second reason
may be in the Egyptians view of the Nile River as a god. So if the child was thrown in, and didn’t
come back out, the river took the child, not the Egyptian. That’s the way of the culture of death.

But the culture of life is seen in the conviction of the midwives.

2. ACULTURE OF LIFE ISSEEN IN THE COMMITMENT OF MOSES’ FAMIILY.

Now God is moving in response to the cries of His people. And His answer is to raise up a deliverer.
In spite of the efforts of the culture of death to keep this from happening, God has a plan for every
little boy and girl that is born, and especially one that is about to come into the home of a Israelite
husband and wife, who chose to go against what was politically correct in Egypt, and to insure that
their new baby would come to life, not death.

Exodus 2:1 (NIV) — Now a man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman,

Now this unnamed Levite man and woman are named in Exodus 6:20. Their names are Amram
(pronounced Am-rom) and Jochebed (Yochebed).

Now the details here in Exodus 2:1 establish the fact that Moses was squarely from the tribe (the
Levites) that would soon be set apart by God to provide the spiritual leadership for the Israelites.

Exodus 2:2 (NIV) — and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he
was a fine child, she hid him for three months.



Now we know from later in Exodus that this Levite couple had two other children: Miriam (15:20)
and Aaron (6:20). Aaron was three years older than Moses (7:7). They will figure prominently in the
story that unfolds in Exodus.

“They were not afraid of the king’s edict.” Moses’ parents fully understood what the
consequences were, but they did not let fear keep them from doing the right thing. What was the
motivation? Their faith in God.

Hebrews 11:23 (NIV) - By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was
born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s
edict.

It was evident to Amram and Jochebed that this was no ordinary child and that God had a
special purpose for this boy, so they defied the edict of Pharaoh and kept their son alive by
whatever means possible. This wasn’t easy because, as we saw in Exodus 1:22, the Egyptians
became the eyes of the Pharaoh watching for these Hebrew baby boys so they could be killed.

Now don’t get the wrong impression here from the wording of this verse in the NIV. It says that
“when she saw that he was a fine child” she undertook the measures to preserve his life. Does that
mean that if after his birth this baby didn’t appear “fine” that Jochebed would have not kept the
child? If the child had been ugly or deformed or handicapped, would Jochebed have not wanted to
keep the child? Absolutely not.

The word for “fine” in Exodus 2:2 is sometimes translated “good.” It is the same word that
God used when He finished creation and looked at it and saw that it was “good.” What God
does is good. The conception and the birth of a new life is part of God’s creation and it is
ilgood.11

Exodus 2:3 (NIV) - But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him
and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds
along the bank of the Nile.

After about three months, the little baby would have begun to move around more, and make more
noises. It would have been more difficult to hide the baby in the home. So Jochebed takes a papyrus
basket. Ancient Egyptians used the leaves of the papyrus plant for boats, mattresses, mats and paper.
Jochebed coated it with tar and pitch so that it would float when placed in the water.

By the way, the word for “basket” is the word that is translated “ark,” as in Noah’s Ark. Interesting!
Just as God put godly Noah and his family inside the ark (the giant ship) to protect them from the
Flood, so God protects little Moses from the waters of the Nile by having his mother place him in
this woven basket. Just like Noah was used by God to deliver his family to another location that was
safe, so Moses would be used by God to deliver his people from the oppression of Egypt.

You see, Jochebed was trusting the providence of God, and God did not fail her. From the banks of
the river she could still watch her child and respond if the child began to cry. In fact, apparently
Moses’ big sister helped mom keep an eye on the child.



Exodus 2:4 (NIV) - His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him.

Moses’ sister is is watching the unfolding events, and keeping an eye on her baby brother. She’s
watching as the providential hand of God intervenes in the situation.

Exodus 2:5 (NIV) - Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her
attendants were walking along the river bank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent
her slave girl to get it.

Now at first, this looks like a disaster. The idea was to keep little Moses from being discovered by
the Egyptians. Now, of all people, Pharaoh’s daughter, who has come down to the river to bathe,
saw the basket, and curiously sent her slave girl after it.

Exodus 2:6 (NIV) - She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him.
“This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said.

The maternal instincts of the Egyptian princess take over. When she heard the cries of the baby,
something welled up in her heart. And when she observed that this was one of the Hebrew babies,
she knew the right thing to do was to spare the child. She would not honor her father’s evil scheme
to kill the Hebrew babies. She rescued the child.

Note: Pharaoh’s daughter is about to become an adoptive mother. 1’ve heard adoptive parents
talk about how instantaneously wells up inside them when they first see the child, a child who
needs care.

Now watch how these amazing events unfold.

Exodus 2:7 (NIV) - Then his (Moses’) sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one
of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?”

Now Miriam is sharp. Remember she’s watching the little floating bundle, anxious to see what will
happen. She probably was an older child, not even a teenager yet. Miriam was in the right place at
the right time to secure the future for her little brother.

She didn’t run when the Egyptians discovered little Moses in the basket. She overheard the
princess’s concern ... “Oh look! A baby. He’s crying; he must be hungry. | can’t leave this
child here.”

Miriam then steps forward and tells the princess, “l know someone who could nurse the child. Shall
| go get her?”

Exodus 2:8 (NIV) - “Yes, go,” she answered. And the girl went and got the baby’s mother.

This has to be one of the most providential movements of God recorded in the Bible. Can you
Imagine the scene when little Miriam rushes into the house out of breath and said, “Mom, you won’t



believe what just happened to baby brother. The Egyptian princess found him.” Jochebed must have
held her breath; this can’t be good. “No Mom. Princess wants someone to come nurse the baby.
Mom, I told her I knew someone who could do it. Come quickly!”

Wouldn’t it be great if you could sit down with an abortion-minded mother and father and say,
“Listen, | know this pregnancy has surprised you. | know that you don’t think there’s anyway
that you could take care of this child. | know that you think that this pregnancy seems like the
wrong thing at the wrong time. But trust God. Do the right thing. Don’t get an abortion.
Let’s see what God can do with the life of this child. You never know what will come of this.”
ILLUSTRATION - Last night at the FWPC dinner the MC, Jody Dean, said this: “There are
unexpected pregnancies, but there are no unplanned pregnancies. God has plans for every child that
Is conceived.”

Exodus 2:9 (NIV) - Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me, and
I will pay you.” So the woman took the baby and nursed him.

Incredible! Talk about the providence of God. Jocheded released her child to the providence and
protection of God, and He gave the boy back to her ... and on top of everything, she gets paid to
raise her own son! God knows how to take care of His people.

Note: This kind of arrangement was very common in ancient history. And this nurse would take
care of the child until they were three or four years old. Then the child would be released to the one
who made the arrangement with the nurse.

Exodus 2:10 (NIV) — When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he
became her son. She named him Moses, saying, “I drew him out of the water.”

Now let’s just think for a moment what happened in those three to four years that Jochebed had
custody of little Moses, as he was named. I’m sure that in those formative years, Amram and
Jochebed impressed on their son their own faith. Moses’ later experiences would not come out of a
vacuum. We have to believe that his parents took every opportunity to pass their faith along to
Moses, so that when God comes to Moses and reveals to him God’s plan for his life, Moses
understands he must obey God. In those years Moses would have heard the familiar story of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and of God’s unique and gracious covenant that He made with Abraham.
He would have been told the story of Joseph. So when God came to him in the burning bush, Moses
saw the next chapter in God’s redemptive plan for his people unfolding.

APPLICATION: Parents, don’t underestimate the importance of spiritual training for your
children from the earliest days of their life.

That name Moses was a common Egyptian name found in numerous ancient texts. However, this
word also sounds very much like the Hebrew word that means “to draw out” (as out of the water).
All of his life Moses’ own name would remind him of the providence of God that worked in his life,
bringing him to where he would become one of greatest men every used by God.



Isn’t it amazing that the one whose name sounds like the word that means to draw out of the
water would be the one who would grow into a man and become the deliverer of God’s
people, leading them into the Red Sea, being chased by Pharaoh’s army, and would draw them
out on the other side, safely delivered from the enemy and from Egypt.

CONCLUSION

You may look at the circumstances of your life and say this is awful. Can anything good come out
of this? Jochebed and Amram may have wished that this evil pharaoh would have gone away. They
may have wished this pregnancy had come at a different time.

Romans 8:28 (NIV) - And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his purpose.

This doesn’t say that nothing bad ever happens to God’s people. It says that God is a strong
deliverer. In all things “God works for the good of those who love him.”

God doesn’t work against our trials. No, He works in them and through them.



