
Text:  1 Corinthians 16:1-4 
Title: “Please Pass the Plate” 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Open your Bibles to I Corinthians 16.  I started this series in I Corinthians over two years ago.  
We’ve had breaks in the study off and on; the letter makes this possible because it deals with a 
number of different issues.  Well, let just press on.     
 

Now the last chapter of any of the letters (epistles) found in the NT is always very informative.  
Sometimes we just sort of fly over the last verses of these NT letters thinking that they are just 
a perfunctory “signing off.”  But all of God’s Word is God’s Word.  In fact, Dr. Hubert 
Drumright was one of my NT professors in seminary.  I took a class on Romans that he taught.  
He began his lectures with the last chapter of the book because it contained so much about the 
church itself, which is important if we are to understand the message of the church for our day.  
So we will have a good time over the next few weeks studying I Corinthians 16.  Now let’s 
just read the first four verses.  Read text. 
 

Now there’s actually a tremendous amount of information packed into these verses about the way 
early Christians went about their business as the people of God, as the church, including how they 
handled their money. 
 

As a matter of fact, if you’ve ever wondered why we handle our church finances and offerings 
in a particular way, many of the answers are found right here in these verses. 

 
The last verse of the previous chapter says this: 
 
1 Corinthians 15:58 (NIV) - Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. 
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the 
Lord is not in vain.  
 
Here in the first part of I Corinthians 16 is one way we are to give ourselves fully to the work of the 
Lord … through the giving of our money.  I want you to understand that one of the great evidences 
of God’s work in your life is your giving. 
 

Note:  I’m glad to be able to address this in the matter of preaching through a portion of God’s 
Word.  It’s not a special message to “raise money.”  It’s to teach you how to give yourself 
fully to the work of the Lord. 

 
1 Corinthians 16:1 (NIV) - Now about the collection for God’s people: Do what I told the 
Galatian churches to do. 
 
v.1 – “Now about the collection…” – I have said before that these words “now about…” are found 
at important places in the letter to the church at Corinth, and they indicate another topic that Paul was 
asked to address when some leaders of the church either came to Paul or wrote to Paul with questions 
and concerns about their church.  They had heard about the offering and had some questions about it. 



 
And so it was then, as it is now, Christians have questions about this matter of “collections” or 
“offerings.”  And here we have some key issues about taking offerings in church, and how Christians 
should respond. 
 
1. A SPECIFIC COLLECTION  
 
v.1 – “Now about the collection for God’s people…” 
 
This particular “collection” is mentioned in other parts of the NT.  News had spread that the 
believers in Jerusalem were in dire straits due to persecution and famine conditions.  Paul was 
circulating around present day Turkey and Greece on a missionary journey and God put it on his 
heart to take a collection in the churches he established and visited.  And the idea was for him to take 
that offering with him when he went to Jerusalem to present to the church there to help them out.  
 
This specific offering was for a very clear purpose.  The Greek word for collection means, “an extra 
collection.”  

 
And it was not the only collection that was received.  We know from elsewhere in the NT that 
offerings in the early church were received for various reasons, one of which was to provide 
for the needs of pastors in the local churches.  So church members gave for the purpose of 
supporting the work of the local church. 
 

This was an offering taken for “God’s people” … literally “the saints.”  These are God’s people … 
brothers and sisters in Jerusalem were in great need. 
 
If you stop to think about it, this was a kind of missions offering.  They were giving for the needs of 
others outside of their own circumstances.  These were Gentiles living in present day Greece who 
were asked to dip into their resources and help some other people, whom they had never met and 
would probably never know … the Jews living in Jerusalem. 
 
Note:  I can just imagine that there in Jerusalem there was a widow, or a young dad, or a group of 
believers who got together and prayed for God to provide for their needs in the midst of difficult 
circumstances … persecution, famine, etc.  And hundreds of miles away God was working in the 
hearts of some other believers to give.  It was a test for their faith as well … deciding how much to 
give … for some whether or not to give.  But God was moving to meet the need hundreds of miles 
away. 
 
So God deposits resources in our lives that He intends to use to provide for the needs of others.  And 
how we respond to these kinds of situations is evidence of the degree to which God is at work in our 
lives. 
 
1 John 3:17 (NIV) - If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no 
pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 
 



ILLUSTRATION – Think of it this way.  Suppose your son or daughter calls from college and says, 
“I need my coat.  Please send it to me.”  So you package it up and the Fed Ex or UPS guy comes by 
to pick up the package.  But the next time you see the UPS guy, he’s wearing your child’s coat.  
Then, when you confront him, he says, "If you didn't want me to keep it, why'd you give it to me in 
the first place?"  You'd say, "The package doesn't belong to you. Your job is to deliver it to the 
person who needs it."   
 
Just because God puts his money in our hands doesn't mean he intends for us to keep it. 
 
2. A STANDARD PROCEDURE  
 
v.1 - “Do what I told the Galatian churches to do.” 
 
What this tells us is that there is a way that God’s people in the churches should approach this matter 
of giving collections.  What was told the Galatian churches (these were churches in present day 
Turkey that Paul visited on his missionary journeys)?  We’re not told here, but we presume that it 
was the same thing that he was about to tell the Corinthians to do. 
 
God’s word prescribes a way for churches to handle their financial matters … the giving and 
dispersing of offerings for various needs.  We make every effort to follow these procedures as we 
address this matter of Christian stewardship. 
 
3. A REGULAR HABIT  
 
v.2 - “On the first day of every week…” 
 
You see, the habit was to assemble on the first day of the week.  Why the first day of the week?  
Later it would come to be called the Lord’s Day because the Lord was raised from the dead on 
Sunday.  So the church moved from the Jewish practice of observing the Sabbath on Saturday, to 
observing the Lord’s Day on Sunday.   

 
And what they did on that day, among other things was to gather.  In fact, the word “churches” 
in v.1 is the word ecclesia … the gathering. 

 
Notice the habit was to gather on the first day of every week.  Literally “on every first day of the 
week.”  Is that the pattern in your week for your family?  That’s God’s desire and design. 

 
The gatherings of God’s people on the Lord’s Day involved ministries of various kinds.  We’ve 
talked about how they conducted themselves in worship.  There was singing and teaching and 
ministry and prayer.  They shared a fellowship meal together.  And they passed the plate!   Giving 
was part of their gathering. 
 

Note:  This is an embarrassment to many who say that churches should not make a big deal 
about collections or offerings because it offends non-believers whom the church is trying to 
reach.  My response to that is that our giving is part of our witness.  I think it is a powerful 
testimony to others when they see us taking something as important as our financial resources 



and giving it to a particular cause.  This must be something big if people are making sacrifices 
for it. 

 
Why were they told to bring their offerings for the saints on the first day of every week?  We can 
assume that that was when the other offerings, for example for the ongoing support of the church’s 
ministries, were given. 
 
Giving should be a regular, weekly practice on Sunday when the church meets together. 
 
4. A RESPONSIBLE PLAN  
 
v.2 - “Each one should set aside a sum of money…”  
 
Who was supposed to give?  Each one.  This was not just for the people who could afford to give.  
Each one should set aside a sum of money.  The people that have much and the people who have 
little were both challenged to give. 
 
The Bible says that there is a spiritual gift of giving, just like there is a spiritual gift of service or 
mercy or faith or teaching or whatever the gift may be.  Now the purpose of the spiritual gifts is not 
to compensate for the other people who don’t do it.  Every believers should strive to serve the Lord 
and show mercy and exercise faith and teach or lead or whatever.  And the same is true for giving. 
 
And notice that there was to be some preparation and forethought that went into this.  “Set aside…” 
is the same word that was used for putting money on deposit in a bank. 
 
This was not haphazard.  Instead it involved a responsible plan.  
  
5. A PROPORTIONAL SACRIFICE  
 
v.2 – “In keeping with his income…”  
  
The income of some would permit them to give a greater proportion, while others, due to their few 
resources and other constraints on them, would be limited to lesser contributions. What was 
important was that giving be a unified ministry with each one participating, regardless of his income. 
 
This was the principle behind the tithe (a percentage gift based upon one’s income or resources).  
Now obviously there is no mention of the tithe here.  This is a special offering.  But there is clearly 
here a reference to proportional giving, which is what a “tithe” implies.   
 
Some are quick to point out that the only mention of the tithe in the NT is in reference to OT law or 
to pharisaical religion in the day of Jesus.  And they point to that fact to say that there is no command 
for NT Christians to tithe.  No, but there are repeated references to proportional giving.  And on top 
of that, when it comes to pharisaical religion, Jesus teaches that as disciples of His, our righteousness 
must exceed the righteousness of the Pharisees.  So the bar is not lowered, it is raised. 

 
6. A CENTRAL DEPOSIT  



 
v.2 - “Saving it up so that when I come, no collections will have to be made.”   
 
Now there is some question as to whether the “saving it up” applies to what happened in the homes 
of the believers or was it something that happened at the church.  Here’s what probably happened.  
Believers prayed as a family as to what they could and would give in keeping with how they had 
been blessed.  They determined how much that would be a set it aside.  Then when the appropriate 
time came, they brought it to the church to be administered by the God-called leaders of the church. 

 
Note:  Paul didn’t want to have to come to town and beg them to give.  It would have already 
been taken care of. 
 

Now the way it worked in the early church set an important pattern for us today.  They would bring 
their gifts to the God-called leaders of the church.  For example, in the book of Acts were told … 
 
Acts 4:34-35 (NIV) - There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those 
who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. 
 

Later in this chapter we’re told that a man named Barnabus sold a piece of land and what did 
he do with the proceeds?  He brought the money and put it at the apostles feet. 
 
Why?  Well there are two ways one could go about this.  Barnabus could have sold his land 
and taken the money directly to the people in need.  Now it would have met at a need, granted.  
But it also lends itself to pride.  “These people are blessed and they know who blessed them.”   
The other way is the way prescribed in the NT, and that is that Barnabus brought his money 
and placed it at the feet of the apostles.  Barnabus gave them the authority to disperse the 
funds he brought, along with the money other people gave, in the way that seemed best.  So 
the gift came from the church, and not from the individual.  Do you see how the element of 
pride is taken out of the picture here? 
 

Now that puts a great burden on the leadership of the church to be godly and people of integrity to 
make sure the resources are distributed properly.  And that leads to the next thing we see… 
 
7. A CAREFUL ACCOUNTING – vv.3-4 
 
1 Corinthians 16:3-4 (NIV) - Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men 
you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem.  4 If it seems advisable for me to go 
also, they will accompany me. 
 
Paul wanted a representative from the Christians in Corinth to deliver the gift to Jerusalem.  And, the 
Corinthian Christians could choose their own representative.  Paul did this to be above reproach in 
all financial matters.  He spoke of this in … 
 



2 Corinthians 8:20-21 (NIV) - We want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer this 
liberal gift. 21 For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but 
also in the eyes of men. 
 
So there you have in straightforward terms why we take offerings, and how we take offerings, and 
who is responsible for the safekeeping and distribution of offerings in the church. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
For some of you, this message will reinforce a discipline that is already in place in your life.  But it’s 
good for you to be encouraged that this practice of giving generously and regularly to God’s work is 
really the right thing to do.   I want you to be comforted. 
 

For others of you, this is already making you nervous.  I understand.  Maybe you know that 
this is something you need to build into your life, but you haven’t done it yet for whatever 
reason … but your heart is open to it.  I want you to be challenged. 
 
For others, this topic makes you a little angry.  “What’s mine is mine, and I don’t intend to 
give my hard earned money to any church.”  And my prayer for you today is that God’s Word 
in the hands of God’s Spirit will soften your heart, not to give your money to the Lord, but 
first to give your life to the Lord.  The rest will take care of itself.  I want you to be convicted. 

 
 
 
 


