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Title:  “Clever Compromises” Pt.1 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
I want to start this morning in the book of I Corinthians.  Would you find I Corinthians 10:1?  As we 
are studying the book of Exodus, it’s like we’re on a train track with two rails.  The first rail on the 
track is historical truth.  We are studying the actual history of what God did with His people 3500 
years ago in delivering the Israelites out of a nation that had enslaved them.  Now if you go on a tour 
in Egypt, your tour guide may say to you that there is no evidence for such an historical event, and 
that the exodus never occurred.  Actually archaeologists are making discoveries all the time that are 
quite exciting because these little bits of evidence confirm that the exodus really did occur.  So we’re 
going along on the rail of historical facts.  But the second rail of the track is spiritual truth. 
 

Along with the historical facts there are spiritual truths that God wants us to discover in the 
book of Exodus.  And the things that we see happening on the pages of the OT serve to 
illustrate what we learn in the NT.  And there’s a great example of that here in I Corinthians 
10. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:1 (NIV) – For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our 
forefathers were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:2 (NIV) – They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:3 (NIV) – They all ate the same spiritual food 
 
1 Corinthians 10:4 (NIV) – and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the 
spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 
 
So Moses is referring to the exodus, and how God led them through the wilderness and as they 
passed through the Red Sea. The spiritual food he mentions here is the manna. And God 
miraculously provided water out of a rock.  And Paul says here that in that historical detail there is a 
spiritual principle that pointed forward to the NT and to the fact that Jesus Christ is source of the 
water of life for us.  “That rock was Christ…” 
 
1 Corinthians 10:5 (NIV) – Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies 
were scattered over the desert. 

 
1 Corinthians 10:6 (NIV) - Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our 
hearts on evil things as they did. 

 
So what happens here is that Paul reaches into the book of Exodus and uses those historical events to 
illustrate the spiritual life.  So, the events of Exodus become a beautiful picture of our redemption 
and deliverance in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Egypt is an illustration of this godless world system that 
would enslave us and put us into bondage to sin. Pharaoh becomes an illustration of the devil 
himself, the god of this world, the prince of this world. The children of Israel become illustrations of 



God's people today … believers who have been delivered out of the bondage to sin and who are 
being delivered to the Promised Land of the full, meaningful life in Christ.  
 

In a couple of weeks we’ll get to the Passover and find an incredible illustration of the blood 
of Christ shed on the Cross for our sins.  
 

Now would you find Exodus 5, and hold your place there then go over the Exodus 10.  Hold those 
pages between your fingers.  We’re learning lessons along with Pharaoh from a series of ten plagues 
or disasters that God sends upon Pharaoh and Egypt in judgment for their resisting the will of God 
and refusing to release the Hebrew slaves so they can go to worship God.  Read Exodus 5:1-5. 
 
For hundreds of years Israel had served as slaves in Egypt.  But God had plans for His people to 
make them into a glorious nation that would be a witness to His glory.  Israel is on the way to 
becoming a new nation … a holy nation. To do this would require the deliverance of Israel from the 
powerful grip of Egypt and her king, Pharaoh. 
 

Now Egypt had grown dependent upon, and had indeed, exploited those hundreds of 
thousands, if not millions of Israelite slaves.  So when one day God raised up a man named 
Moses to go to Pharaoh to demand that the people of God be released to go and worship the 
Lord, Pharaoh scoffed at the idea. 

 
In fact, over the next chapters in Exodus Pharaoh is going to fight tooth and nail to keep Israel from 
leaving his land and going out to obey the Lord by worshipping Him.   
 
You see, Pharaoh throws out a series of clever compromises to keep Israel from becoming all that 
God wanted them to become … clever comprises to keep them from worshipping and serving the 
Lord completely. 
 
And you can be sure that Satan will do the same thing for us as we strive to follow God's will for us 
in Jesus Christ. 
 
ILLUSTRATION – I’m a shortcut junky.  I’m always looking for a shorter distance between two 
points.  I’ve lived in the same house, the same neighborhood for 17 years.  I’ve been driving to the 
church from the same house for 17 years, but I’m still looking for a quicker way … a short-cut.  Now 
I have one of those satellite navigation devices, and it gives me two options.  One shows the route 
that is the shortest distance to your destination.  The other shows the route that is the shortest time to 
your destination.  I have to confess to you, I have made the mistake of going the shortest distance, 
but the navigation system is smarter than me.  And I find that out when I’m bumping along a dirt 
road out in the middle of nowhere that is supposed to be the shortest way.   
 
Shortcuts are that way … especially in life. 
 
When we are saved, the Lord Jesus Christ lays claim to our entire life.  We don’t just tack on a little 
religion to our lives … we yield all that we are, every part of it, to Him.  The call to discipleship is a 
call to absolute and complete surrender to Him.   
 



There are, however, some clever compromises that are thrown at us as we come to the point of 
surrender … compromises that dilute the purity of our commitment to Christ … compromises 
that destroy our witness for Christ … compromises that distract us from fully abandoning 
ourselves to the will of God. 

 
And again, there are amazing parallels to the Christian life.  And there is no doubt that Pharaoh’s 
compromises are the same compromises that Satan and the world will throw at you to keep you from 
fully and completely dedicating your life to God. 
 
1. THE COMPROMISE OF OUR DEVOTION 
 
What was God wanting for His people?  Why did He want them free from Egypt?  He wanted them 
to be devoted completely to Him, and to be slaves to no man.  This is what God reveals repeatedly in 
the Scripture. 
 
Deuteronomy 10:12 - What does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God, 
to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul,  
  
Now Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt will do his best to keep Israel from fulfilling their destiny to 
devotion and worship to God.  And you can be certain that Satan, that cruel dictator of this world, 
will do his best to keep you from devoting yourself to God.  He will do his best to keep you 
distracted from and confused about the real priority of your life as a believer … worshipping the 
Lord. 
 
Now Moses has delivered God’s message to Pharaoh:  “God said, ‘Let my people go that they may 
worship, serve and be devoted to me.”  Pharaoh thinks about it and says, “Uh … NO!” 
 
Exodus 5:8-9 (NIV) - But require them to make the same number of bricks as before; don’t 
reduce the quota. They are lazy; that is why they are crying out, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our 
God.’ 9 Make the work harder for the men so that they keep working and pay no attention to 
lies.” 
 
You see, Israel had a destiny to meet with God and to worship Him.  And you and I have a destiny to 
worship God.  Pharaoh did his best to keep Israel from fulfilling her destiny, and Satan will do 
everything he can to keep us from fulfilling ours. 
 
God’s destiny and design for us is that we will give our lives in devotion to Him, and not to another.  
And this is not just a one-time act, or even a once a week activity, but a life’s vocation. 
 
Romans 12:1-2 (NIV) - Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do 
not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing 
and perfect will. 
 



Someone has said that worship is fixing your mind’s attention and your heart’s affection upon the 
Lord.  That is our destiny. 
 
When we talk about worship of God it is synonymous with surrender to Him.  In fact, when we claim 
to be a Christian through faith in what Christ did on the cross for us, it is the same as saying we 
worship God. 
 
When Jesus was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, this was one of Satan’s compromises to throw 
at Jesus. 
 
Matthew 4:8-10 (NIV) - Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all 
the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will 
bow down and worship me.” 10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” 
 
Pharaoh didn’t want it for Israel.  Satan didn’t want it for Jesus.  And he certainly doesn’t want it for 
us.  He will come to us and say, “Forget the spiritual part of your life.  Work hard, play hard; but 
don’t give your time to spiritual things.” 
 
QUESTION:  People can look at the way we spend the two most valuable resources we have (time 
and money) and see from that just what or whom we are worshipping. 
 
What if you were to do a time audit?  Is there any significant time set aside in your daily schedule for 
worship?  Your quiet time or time alone with God (whatever you want to call it) is often called 
“devotional time,” because it is private worship alone with God and His Word.  Is there any 
significant time set aside in your weekly schedule for worship?  Now I know I’m “preaching to the 
choir,” so to speak.  Obviously you are here today, and that’s great that you have chosen to worship 
God by attending public worship.  But is this your monthly worship service … regular, unless you 
get a better offer? 
 

ILLUSTRATION – I read an article a few years ago in which Bill Gates, founder of 
Microsoft, was quoted as saying, “Just in terms of allocation of time resources, religion is not 
very efficient.  There’s a lot more I could be doing on a Sunday morning.”  Sounds like 
Pharaoh’s comment with God said, “Let my people go to worship…” 

 
 Exodus 5:8b (NIV) - They are lazy; that is why they are crying out, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to 
our God.’ 
 
What if you were to do a financial audit?  Is there anything on your bank statement that would 
indicate that you are worshipping God with your money? 
 
So Clever Compromise #1 is to dilute our devotion to God by keeping us distracted by lesser 
priorities in life.   Our jobs, our family, our school, sports, golf, friends, nothing can come between 
us and our devotion to and worship of God. 
 
2. THE COMPROMISE OF OUR SEPARATION 



 
Now Israel’s destiny is to leave Egypt and to go into the wilderness where, for the first time, they 
will worship God as His people with a new identity.  But Pharaoh isn’t going to let that happen.  And 
Moses goes back to Pharaoh and says, “God says, ‘Let my people go that they may worship me.’  
But you haven’t obeyed God.  So God is going to get your attention.” 
 
So Pharaoh and Egypt are struck with the first of ten plagues or judgments that would come upon 
them for ignoring God.  The first is the plague of blood where the waters of the Nile River will turn 
to blood.  The fish will die and the water will be undrinkable.  But Pharaoh wasn’t convinced. 
 
Moses goes back to Pharaoh and says, “God says, ‘Let my people go that they may worship me.’  If 
you don’t, another plague will come upon you.”  Again, Pharaoh isn’t convinced.  And the next 
plague was the plague of the frogs.  (BYU experienced the plague of the Frogs a couple of weeks 
ago, didn’t they?) 
 

Well, it will take two more plagues … the plague of the gnats and the plague of flies (sounds 
like East Texas to me) before Pharaoh is willing to discuss the terms. 

 
Exodus 8:27-28 (NIV) - We must take a three-day journey into the desert to offer sacrifices to 
the LORD our God, as he commands us.” 28 Pharaoh said, “I will let you go to offer sacrifices 
to the LORD your God in the desert, but you must not go very far.” 
 
Note:  “Three-day journey” was a Hebraic way of saying a journey of great importance … a one-way 
journey. 
 
You see, God’s intention was for Israel to separate themselves from Egypt as they worshipped God.  
But this clever compromise was to just stay in Egypt and worship, or at least don’t go very far. 
 
ILLUSTRATION – There used to be something called the Bungee Run at Six Flag Over Texas.  
You get into this harness that is strapped to a bungee cord and you try to run.  The farther you go, the 
stronger the pull is, and soon you are snapped back to where you began.  The only way to get out of 
that place is to get out of the harness they put you in.  The same thing is true in terms of our 
separation to God.  The pull of this world and of sin is powerful.  They only way to separate 
ourselves is to get out of the harness of this world’s system. 
 
God wants us to make a clean break with our old way of life apart from Christ.  When we are born 
again, we aren’t just tacking a little religion on to our old way of life.  God says, “Be holy as I am 
holy.”  Holiness means to be separate, to be different that the world. 
 
But Satan, like Pharaoh, doesn’t want anyone leaving his grip.  He doesn’t want you slipping out of 
his powerful influence.  He will say to you, “OK, go to church, but don’t go overboard with this 
religion stuff.  Don’t be a fanatic.  Keep going to the same movies.  Keep living the same lifestyle.  
Keep getting drunk with your friends and sleeping around like you used to.  You know … don’t take 
this religion thing to far.” 
 



QUOTE:  "It's not the ship in the water but the water in the ship that sinks it. So it's not the Christian 
in the world but the world in the Christian that constitutes the danger." 
 

—Evangelist and pastor J. Wilbur Chapman (1859-1918) 
 

ILLUSTRATION – Several researchers are pointing us to a terrible statistic.  The fact is, when it 
comes to the main moral issues in America today, professing Christians don’t believe that 
differently, nor do they live that differently from those who don’t profess Christ.   
 

According to Barna’s research, when people were asked if certain practices were morally 
acceptable, those who said they were “born-again” did not differ that dramatically from the 
general population that was surveyed.  The percentage of the general population who felt that 
cohabitation was morally acceptable did not differ dramatically from those who said they were 
born again.  This same response pattern was evident when it came to gambling, sexual 
fantasies, abortion, sex outside of marriage, profanity, pornography, same-sex marriage, and 
the use of illegal drugs. 
 
Note:  Those who identified themselves as “evangelicals” showed marked difference. 
 

1 John 1:6 – If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not 
live by the truth.   
 
1 John 2:6 - Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.   
 
Friends, this is a clever compromise, indeed.  For when we come to Christ there is something called 
repentance.  That word is the ultimate word for change.  It means to change your mind about the 
direction of your life.  
 
 


