
Text:  I Corinthians 15:29-34 
Title:  “Believing and Behaving” 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
ILLUSTRATION – Earlier this year the world of Major League Baseball was rocked as 
congressional hearings revealed that several players had used human growth hormones to enhance 
their performance.  One of the high profile players to be questioned by Congress was Andy Pettitte, a 
pitcher for the New York Yankees.  Many players who were supposedly guilty of using the 
hormones denied it.  But Pettitte, who is a committed Christian, did not.  At the time, he didn’t 
consider use of the hormones to be cheating, but under oath, he was bound to tell the truth.  As he sat 
before the congressional committee, Andy Pettitte explained why:  “One day I have to give an 
account to God and not to (anybody) else (for) what I’ve done in my life.  And that’s why I’ve said 
and shared the stuff with ya’ll that I’ve shared today that I didn’t want to share with ya’ll.” 
 

It appears that Andy Pettitte understands what we’re here to talk about today.  There is a direct 
relationship between what I believe about the future (there and then) and how I behave in the 
present (here and now). 

 
Open your Bibles with me to I Corinthians 15.  We’ve been talking about “Shaken Faith … 
Strengthened Faith.”  Over the weeks we’ve been in this study of I Corinthians I’ve been trying to 
shore up your confidence in the doctrine of the resurrection by taking you to the Word of God.   
 
Now we’ve already seen from this chapter that there are some drastic consequences that result from 
believing that there is no resurrection of the dead … no life after death, if you will.  

 
If there is no resurrection, the Christian life is not just difficult … it is ridiculous.   
 
1 Corinthians 15:14 (NIV) - And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless 
and so is your faith. 
 
If there is no resurrection, there’s no hope for our loved ones who have died in the Lord.  If 
there is no resurrection, our sins are not forgiven.  Without the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
and the resurrection of the dead, the picture is incredibly bleak. 

 
And beginning here in v.29, there are three more mentioned.  And let me just give you the outline of 
this paragraph as I read the verses. 
 
Read v.29. 
 
Paul is saying, if there is no resurrection of the dead… 
 
THEN WHY DO SOME HAVE THIS UNUSUAL PRACTICE? 
 
Read vv.30-32a. 
 



If there is no resurrection of the dead… 
 
THEN WHY DO BELIEVERS GO THROUGH SEVERE PERSECUTION (vv.30-32a)? 
 
Read vv.32b-34. 
 
If there is no resurrection of the dead… 
 
THEN WHY NOT JUST LIVE IN UNRESTRAINED PLEASURE (vv.32b-34)? 
 
Now let’s go back through and see what the Lord has to say to us in this portion of His Word. 
 
If there is no resurrection of the dead… 
 
1. THEN WHY DO SOME HAVE THIS UNUSUAL PRACTICE (v.29)? 
 
In v.29 Paul talks about a strange and unusual ritual of being baptized for the dead.  
 
1 Corinthians 15:29 (NIV) - Now if there is no resurrection, what will those do who are 
baptized for the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized for them? 
 
This has perplexed Bible students and scholars down through the ages.  And without knowing the 
actual situation in Corinth, it is difficult to know what the practice was.  It was apparently something 
that went on in Corinth, but it is not something that is described anywhere else in the Bible, and 
therefore it is certainly not something that is prescribed by the Lord in Scripture. 
 

The most straightforward reading of the verse would indicate that this was some kind of 
“surrogate baptism” in which relatives have themselves baptized in behalf of their loved ones who 
have died.  This would be done to insure the salvation of their loved ones.  Mormons practice this 
extensively in their religion. 
 

Listen, no person who has died can be saved or spiritually helped in any way by another person being 
baptized in their behalf.  We know by the Gospel and the clear reading of Scripture that no one can 
be saved by baptism or any other good work.  If you can’t save yourself by being baptized, how can 
you save someone else by being baptized? 

 
Note:  Just think of the way people could abuse this idea.  You could live any way you want, 
then just leave a clause in your will that you’d like to have someone get baptized for you, and 
set everything right with God.  Ridiculous! 

 
Hebrews 9:27 (NIV) - Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 

 
That means that once you die, your status with God at that point is set for eternity.  Nothing 
anyone else can do after that can altar that status or that destiny. 

 



So in essence, Paul says, “This baptism for the dead you practice is not biblical and not valid.  But 
let’s just say for the sake of argument that it is.  Why would you even bother with this is there is no 
resurrection of the dead … if there’s nothing going to happen to a person one way or the other after 
they die?” 
 
Now it goes on.  If there is no resurrection… 
 
2. THEN WHY DO BELIEVERS GO THROUGH SEVERE PERSECUTION (vv.30-32a)? 
 
Now this argument comes from Paul’s personal experience, but it is a powerful argument. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:30 (NIV) – And as for us, why do we endanger ourselves every hour? 

 
You see, without the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the resurrection of the dead, to live a life of 
sacrifice and suffering for the sake of Christ is ridiculous.   

 
Paul says, “Everywhere I go, I get creamed.  People abuse me and beat me and ignore me and hurt 
me.  Why am I doing this if there is there is nothing after this life for me to look forward to, or to 
avoid? 

 
Why should we live in any present danger if there is no future delight?  Why deny myself, take up 
my cross and follow Christ if there is nothing after this life?  The answer is obvious.  It’s foolish.   

 
Paul goes on to detail the mistreatment he has endured. 

 
1 Corinthians 15:32 (NIV) - If I fought wild beasts in Ephesus for merely human reasons, what 
have I gained? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 

 
There’s a debate as to whether these were literal wild beasts, or was this a metaphor for people 
who acted like wild beasts.  Really doesn’t matter … they’re still beasts. 
 

We get a better picture of what Paul endured over in the second letter to the Corinthians. 
 
2 Corinthians 1:8-10 (NIV) - We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the 
hardships we suffered in the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our 
ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life. 9 Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of 
death …   

 
Look, all these terrible things are happening to Paul. Is his faith shaken?  Yes, he endured 
great trial.  But his shaken faith turns into strengthened faith … 
 
v.9b -  But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the 
dead.  
 
Sometimes God takes us through incredible hardships (and you can plug in as many as you can 
imagine here … there’s no hardship that isn’t covered by this), and He takes us through this 



“so that we might not rely on ourselves but on God…”  In other words, shaken faith becomes 
strengthened faith.   
 
Why do we endure hardships and remain faithful to God?  Because we see these things as 
trials that strengthen our faith in a God … “who raises the dead…”  Wow! 
 
Now look carefully at v.10: 
 
2 Corinthians 1:10 (NIV) - He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will 
deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, 
 
Three times Paul uses the word “deliver” here.  Deliverance in three tenses: 
 
• Our past is covered.  “He has delivered us from such a deadly peril…”  God has a 

marvelous track record. 
• Our future is covered.  “He will deliver us…”  Right to the very end and beyond, there is 

nothing to fear because Christ has conquered sin and death. 
• Our present is covered.  “On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver 

us…”   
 
So look at what this does for the believer who relies on and puts their hope in God who raises the 
dead.  The past is secure.  The future is secure.  And so anything that I may go through today or 
tomorrow is secure as well.  Bumps in the road?  They’ll happen.  Hit the wall occasionally?  For 
sure.  Your world turned upside down?  That, too.  But the confidence we have in God is that He’s 
the God who raises the dead.  Nothing can derail His plans and purposes for me.  So I keep going, 
faithfully serving God and sacrificing in love for others.   

 
APPLICATION – You know, I look at this and, I don’t know about you, but I’m disgraced as I lay 
my life alongside this radical, risk-taking, sacrificial lifestyle.  Isn’t it true that our lives As 
Americans we are so consumed with physical pleasures, material conveniences, financial security, 
family delights, and the acceptance and applause of others.  Aren’t we?   
 

All the while God is calling us to something higher, and infinitely more satisfying … spending 
our lives in the service of a great God and a great cause in spite of whatever the cost might be 
… a life of sacrificial love, not selfish indulgence.  

 
So you see this is the very point of our conviction and belief in the resurrection of the dead.  If I 
don’t believe there is something meaningful after this life, then why not just avoid all this 
persecution and sacrifice stuff.  There’s no reason to sacrifice or limit myself in this life if there’s no 
resurrection of the dead.   
 
1 Corinthians 15:32a (NIV) - If I fought wild beasts in Ephesus for merely human reasons, 
what have I gained?  
 
Now there’s an important little questiong here that we need to unpack … “What have I gained?”  
Here’s a signal that I can live with self-sacrifice, live with self-denial, live with less in this world 



because of the promise that there is a reward beyond this life.  There is some gain that comes from 
my pain in this world. 
 
So we come to the conclusion that there is the reality of life after death, and that the necessity of the 
resurrection of the dead is for the purpose of accountability.  And this is woven all through Scritpure. 
 

Galatians 6:7 (NIV) - Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he 
sows. 
 
Hebrews 9:27 (NIV) - Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 

 
Now the Bible spells out what believers and non-believers can expect in the end when we stand 
before God.  Let me just show you two important passages on this: 

 
• For Christians after Christ returns and we are raised, there is what is called the Judgment Seat 

of Christ. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 (NIV) - For no one can lay any foundation other than the one 
already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If any man builds on this foundation using gold, 
silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 his work will be shown for what it is, because 
the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality 
of each man’s work. 14 If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. 15 If it is 
burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through 
the flames. 
 
IMPORTANT – Salvation is not at stake here.  It is not about the foundation, but about the 
good deeds we have done in building on that foundation.  This is the evaluation of a believer’s 
deeds to determine their rewards. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:9-10 (NIV) - So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at 
home in the body or away from it. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, 
whether good or bad. 
 

• For non-Christians there is the Judgment Seat of Christ. 
 

Remember we said last week that Christ must reign until He has put all His enemies under His 
feet.  And the last of those enemies to be defeated is death.  Revelation describes what is called 
“the great white throne” judgment.  It is for all persons who have ever lived.  The righteous 
dead are raised at the rapture.  The unrighteous dead are raised to face this great and final 
judgment. 
 
Revelation 20:11-15 (NIV) - Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on 
it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw 
the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another 
book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they 



had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death 
and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to 
what he had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of 
fire is the second death. 15 If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he 
was thrown into the lake of fire.  
 

So one of the reasons for the resurrection of the dead is that all might be accountable to the God of 
the universe. 
 
Luke 9:23 (NIV) - “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me. 
 
But if there is no resurrection of the dead, what’s the point of enduring this great suffering?   
 
Now there’s one more thing we have here.  If there is no resurrection of the dead… 
 
3. THEN WHY NOT JUST LIVE IN UNRESTRAINED PLEASURE (vv.32b-34)? 
 
So you see this is the very point of our conviction and belief in the resurrection of the dead.  If I 
don’t believe there is something meaningful after this life, then why not just avoid all this 
persecution stuff.  There’s no reason to sacrifice or limit myself in this life if there’s no resurrection 
of the dead.  In fact, why not just live in unrestrained pleasure? 
 
1 Corinthians 15:32b (NIV) - If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow 
we die.” 
 
We have to resist this tendency to live just for today because that’s foolish in light of the certain 
accountability we will give before God. 
 
You see it again … My conviction about the resurrection of the dead one day affects my behavior 
today.   
 
There’s a proverb he quotes here in v.33. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:33 (NIV) - Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.”  
 

You become like the people you are closest to.  If you hang around with immoral people, you 
expose yourself to that element of life.   
 
Note:  We’re not taught here that we shouldn’t have anything to do with immoral or godless 
people because that’s exactly what Jesus came to do … to save those kind of people and He 
wants to do that through our making friends with them.   
 
What we’re talking about here is being so attached to that “bad company” that they corrupt 
your good character. 
 



This may have been a warning to the Corinthians that they should stay away from false 
teachers who were espousing this lie that there was no resurrection of the dead.  If you believe 
as they believe, you will behave as they behave. 
 

What you really believe makes a difference, for ultimately it will determine the way you behave. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:34 (NIV) - Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; for there 
are some who are ignorant of God—I say this to your shame. 
 
“Come back to your senses…” – literally “get out of your drunken stupor.”  Wake up from your 
hangover!  You’ve been  intoxicated by this world. 
 
“Stop sinning…”  You say you believe in the resurrection.  Why do you live as though there was 
not a coming day of accountability?   
 
“There are some who are ignorant of God.”  The reason they behave the way they behave is 
because they believe the way they believe.  And the reason they believe the way they believe is 
because they are “ignorant of God.” 
 
Remember the verses we read earlier from II Corinthians? 
 
REVIEW - 2 Corinthians 5:9-10 (NIV) - So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are 
at home in the body or away from it. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, 
whether good or bad. 

 
Then Paul follows with this… 
 
2 Corinthians 5:11a (NIV) - Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to 
persuade men.  
 

Don’t be ignorant of God.  Fear Him.  There is a direct relationship between what I believe about the 
future (there and then) and how I behave in the present (here and now). 
 
 


