
Text:  Exodus 12 
Title:  “Don’t Pass Over the Passover”  Pt.2 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Hanging on the wall of our baptistery, prominently displayed before our eyes is a cross … the 
emblem of our faith as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  It persistently reminds of an event that 
occurred 2000 years ago that changed the course of history, when Christ died for the sins of the 
world so that we might have life through Him.   
 

It’s also an emblem of something that God wants to happen in every person’s life when they 
put their trust in what Christ did on the Cross to bring about deep change in our lives.  Every 
time I see a cross I’m reminded of something that happened to me many years ago when I was 
delivered from my sins and into an incredible life through Jesus. 
 

Well in the same manner God’s OT people, the Jews, experienced a similar deliverance when God 
heard their cries for help and He came to deliver them from slavery in Egypt to become His new 
nation whose purpose it will be to forever bring glory to His name.  And that event of deliverance 
was symbolized and memorialized through something called the Passover.   
 

In fact, the exodus was the supreme OT demonstration of the deliverance of God in behalf of 
His people.  And it points forward to the supreme demonstration in the whole Bible of God’s 
deliverance for all people … the Cross. 
 

Open your Bibles once again to Exodus 12.  God struck Egypt with a series of ten plagues to 
convince the king of Egypt to let God’s people go. But Pharaoh ignored God; and the last of the 
plagues is about to come upon Egypt … the death of the firstborn sons.  But this will note come upon 
the Israelites because God has prepared a way for them to be shielded from the wrath and judgment 
that is coming upon Egypt.  
 
On the night of this terrible event, God told Moses to have the Israelites make careful preparations 
which is called the Passover.   
 
Three words can help you remember what’s in Exodus 12.  
 
1. THE LAMB (vv.1-14) 
 
Exodus 12:3 (NIV) - Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month 
each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. 
 
And we saw last week how the lamb was to be killed and the blood of the lamb (or a goat) was to be 
brushed on the doorways of the houses of the Israelites. 
 
Exodus 12:12-13 (NIV) - “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every 
firstborn—both men and animals—and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am 



the LORD. 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. 
 
And we saw how this is a powerful “advance look” at the blood of Jesus Christ shed upon the Cross 
of Calvary … the deliverance that would bring to all who put their faith in Christ. 
 
But we saw also how the lamb that was killed was also cooked; and it became the main course of a 
meal that was to be eaten by the Israelites in their homes the night before the exodus would occur.  
But also, it was to become a meal that would be eaten each year by the generations to come to 
remind them of the deliverance that God brought for His people. 
 
Exodus 12:14 (NIV) - “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you 
shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD—a lasting ordinance. 
 
Now along with the lamb, at the Passover meal they were to eat some bitter herbs and something 
called “unleavened bread.”   
 
In future observances the Passover meal was to be eaten on the night of the 14th day of the month.  
The next day would start the weeklong Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the main focus of this 
weeklong event, that was to be called the Feast of Unleavened Bread, was just that … leaven. 
 
2. THE LEAVEN 
 
Exodus 12:15 (NIV) - For seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast. On the first day 
remove the yeast from your houses, for whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first 
day through the seventh must be cut off from Israel. 
 
Now leaven (or yeast) as it is called here, was something that was a common part of everyday life in 
a Middle Eastern household.  The smell, the feel, and the effects of leaven were common knowledge 
to everyone in that culture.  And believe it or not, it’s a common part of our lives. 
 
ILLUSTRATION – I have here a loaf of bread and a flat wafer that is called matzo.  Now the main 
ingredients in both of these is exactly the same, with the exception of one thing.  Now I am talking 
way out of my field of expertise here … I may as well be talking about brain surgery.  But I have 
read up on this enough to explain it to you.  But from what my wife tells me, the main difference 
between this loaf and this wafer is what’s in this little packet … yeast or leaven.   
 
Now why were the Israelites, in eating the Passover meal, to eat only unleavened bread?   
 
ONE REASON IS THAT, IN THE BIBLE, LEAVEN SYMBOLIZES SIN. 
 
So part of the preparations on the night before the exodus the Israelites were to eat unleavened bread 
… bread with no yeast in it.   
 

And in the future generations when they observed Passover, and the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread, the first thing they were to do is go through the house and remove all the leaven. 



 
Now if leaven in the Bible a symbol of sin, when they were told to remove all the leaven from their 
house, it was a picture of sanctification through Christ, the Passover Lamb.  Cleansed and redeemed 
by God’s Lamb, the true believer must put away the sinful leaven of the old way of life they had 
before they were delivered.   
 

The Hebrew word for “leaven” meant “sour” (like sour-dough bread).  And leaven when it was 
mixed in with dough caused the dough to be puffed up.  Now the batch of dough still weighs 
the same, but it’s just puffed up.  It’s a perfect picture of the prideful effects of sin in our lives. 

 
Now perhaps the most common way that leaven was added to a batch of dough was with the use of a 
“starter.”  Before a housewife formed the dough into loaves for baking she would pinch off a bit of 
the dough that contained the yeast.  She would then set it aside in a cool, moist place.  So when it 
came time to bake another batch of bread, as she mixed up the ingredients she would take that 
“starter” and blend it in to the dough.  She would then let it set for a while, so that the leaven in the 
starter had time to spread throughout the entire batch of dough.  And, again, what that process was 
complete she would take a pinch of that loaf and set it aside for the next batch of dough. 

 
Now I mentioned before that the reason we are taking our time going through this part of the OT is 
that it is the foundation for God’s revelation in other parts of the Bible.  For example in the NT Paul 
wrote a painful letter to the church in Corinth.  This was a church that had lost their sense of 
holiness.   
 
1 Corinthians 5:6 (NIV) - Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast works 
through the whole batch of dough? 
 
1 Corinthians 5:7 (NIV) - Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast—
as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 
 
1 Corinthians 5:8 (NIV) - Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of 
malice and wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth. 
 
So back in Exodus, for the Israelites, removing leaven from their houses symbolized their removing 
anything that would keep them from being God’s authentic people. 
 
So Moses repeats the instructions… 
 
Exodus 12:18-19 (NIV) - In the first month you are to eat bread made without yeast, from the 
evening of the fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first day.  19 For seven days no 
yeast is to be found in your houses. And whoever eats anything with yeast in it must be cut off 
from the community of Israel, whether he is an alien or native-born. 
 
QUESTION:  So what if someone cheated … ate a little bread that had been leavened?  What’s the 
big deal?  Why were they to be cut off, excluded, from the community of Israel?  Well it was an act 
of faith.  To follow the instructions was the way Israel demonstrated their faith in God’s way.  And 



the community of Israel was a community of faith.  If you didn’t obey, you didn’t believe.  Wow!  
What accountability! 
 
Exodus 12:20 (NIV) - Eat nothing made with yeast. Wherever you live, you must eat 
unleavened bread.” 
 
So the Passover observance has been clearly outlined for Moses and the people.  Now all that 
remains is for them to obey. 
 
Exodus 12:24 (NIV) - “Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your 
descendants. 
 
Exodus 12:28 (NIV) - The Israelites did just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. 
 
And the Lord did exactly what He said He would do.  God was true to His Word.  The final plague 
comes upon the Egyptians. 
 
SUMMARIZE - Exodus 12:29-30 (NIV) - At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn 
in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, 
who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. 30 Pharaoh and all his 
officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for 
there was not a house without someone dead. 
 
So on the eve of their great deliverance, the Hebrews were to remove the leaven from their houses as 
part of this symbolic observance.  It was a picture of the fact that they were to make some changes in 
their lives related to their leaving.  And that’s the next word that helps us remember.  THE LAMB … 
THE LEAVEN …  
 
3. THE LEAVING 
 
Exodus 12:31 (NIV) - During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! 
Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship the LORD as you have requested. 
 
Exodus 12:32 (NIV) - Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless me.”  
(In other words, “Get this monkey off my back.”) 
 
 
Exodus 12:33 (NIV) - The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. “For 
otherwise,” they said, “we will all die!” 
 
Exodus 12:34 (NIV) - So the people took their dough before the yeast was added, and carried it 
on their shoulders in kneading troughs wrapped in clothing. 
 
God promised it, and things begin to happen.  They march out of their old way of life in Egypt … 
quickly, decisively. 
 



Exodus 12:37 (NIV) - The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth. There were about six 
hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children. 
 
Scholars estimate that the entire company of the Israelites would have been in excess of 2 million 
people. 
 
Exodus 12:39 (NIV) - With the dough they had brought from Egypt, they baked cakes of 
unleavened bread. The dough was without yeast because they had been driven out of Egypt 
and did not have time to prepare food for themselves. 
 
Now here’s something else about eating unleavened bread as a special focus of the special meal on 
the night before the exodus, and also in the remembrance of the exodus through the yearly Passover 
meal?  Unleavened bread was the unique food of the exodus.   
 

There was nothing unusual about eating a roasted lamb or the bitter herbs.  That happened all 
the time in Hebrew households.  But not the eating of unleavened bread.  Leavened bread was 
much preferred over unleavened bread.  But on the night of the exodus, remember God was 
going to bring them out speedily.  There was no time to let the yeast rise.  Eating this kind of 
bread was a necessity on the night of the exodus because God was moving quickly.  And in the 
years to come when the Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread was observed, it reminded the 
Israelites of God’s speedy act of deliverance from Egypt. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
It’s all about leaving … exodus.  God was doing something new in the lives of His people.  As long 
as they remained in Egypt they could never become His glorious servants before a watching world 
… the Promised Land awaited them.  But they were to leave … a leave decisively. 
 

That’s the picture here in Exodus 12 … they left decisively.  God had prepared them for it … 
but when the time came they left everything behind to become God’s new people. 
 

And that’s exactly what God is calling us to do in this day.  The call to follow Jesus is a call to leave 
an old way of life … and to leave decisively. 
 
Matthew 16:24-26 (NIV) - Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for a man if he 
gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 
 
 


