
Text:  Exodus 3:1-10 
Title:  “On Mission with God” 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Open your Bibles to Exodus 3.  What we’ll read about this morning was captured visually in a very 
compelling way in the animated film “Prince of Egypt.”  Watch this.  (Show video clip.) 
 
Read Exodus 3:1-10. 
 
Now we’re working our way through the book of Exodus … the historical account of God’s 
deliverance of His people Israel from the bondage of Egypt so that they might be delivered to the 
new life and the new land God had for them as a nation.  (I might add that the book of Exodus is also 
a powerful picture of the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ, who came and died for our sins so 
that we may be delivered from a life of bondage to sin and delivered into the full and meaningful life 
God has for us.) 
 
The central figure in the book of Exodus is a man by the name of Moses.  And we learn from the 
Bible that Moses lived 120 years.  And commentators have observed that Moses’ life might be easily 
divided into 3 equal chapters of 40 years each. 

 
He spent the first forty years learning to become “somebody.”  Exodus 1-2 tell us of how God 
miraculously spared Moses’ life as a baby, raised by his loving parents Amram and Jochebed, then 
taken into the king’s household where he was raised as a prince of Egypt. 

 
Acts 7:20-23 (NIV) - “At that time Moses was born, and he was no ordinary child. For 
three months he was cared for in his father’s house. 21 When he was placed outside (in a 
basket in the river), Pharaoh’s daughter took him and brought him up as her own son. 22 

Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in speech and 
action. 23 “When Moses was forty years old, he decided to visit his fellow Israelites. 

 
So the first forty years Moses spent learning to be “somebody.”  The next forty years he spent 
learning to be a “nobody.”  What happened?  Doing the math from the details we have here in 
Exodus, Moses would spend the next forty years of his life in a place called Midian. 

 
Exodus 3:1 (NIV) - Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the 
priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert … 
 
How did he go from being groomed as a rising star in Egyptian society to a sheep herder on 
the far-side of the desert?  The last verses of Exodus 2 tell us.  One day Moses saw an 
Egyptian beating a Hebrew slave, one of Moses’ own people.  Moses stepped in … he looked 
one way, then the other … when he was sure no one was looking Moses took matters into his 
own hands.  He killed the Egyptian and buried him in the sand.  The next day Moses saw two 
Hebrews fighting with each other.  Again, Moses stepped in to break up the fight, and to his 
surprise, the two Hebrews were not the least bit impressed.  One of them said, “Why?  Are you 
going to kill me like you did that Egyptian?”   



 
Note:  By the way, one day God would use Moses to deliver them from the cruel oppression of 
the Egyptians.  One day God would use Moses to rally His people into a great nation.  But do 
you see what happens here.  Moses, when he jumps in to rescue the Hebrew slave, he was 
responding to a need, but he hadn’t heard the call.  When he tried to break up the fight 
between the two Israelites, he was responding to a need, but he hadn’t heard the call of God.  
And there’s a big difference.  When we talk about being on mission with God, it is exactly that 
… on mission with God, not for God. Moses was responding to a need with his own plans, 
rather than a call to fulfill God’s purposes.  And that always leads in disaster.  At the very 
least, we miss God’s best for us; and at the worst we can get into a lot of trouble. 
 
So Moses realized that his actions were known, in fact, by Pharaoh himself.  He felt his only 
option was to run and hide.  So he traveled about 200 miles east to a land called Midian.  Why 
Midian?  Well, the Midianites were relatives, so to speak.  Hundreds of years before when 
Abraham’s wife Sarah died, he married a woman named Keturah, and one of their sons was a 
man named Midian.  So Moses goes down to Midian.  While he’s there he meets and marries a 
woman named Zipporah and they have a son named Gershom. 
 

So Moses goes from 40 years of being a “somebody,” to forty years of being a “nobody.”  Can you 
just imagine the regrets that Moses lived with those forty years?  Can you just imagine the questions 
he must have had?  “God, have you forgotten me?  God, are you finished with me?  Is my life so 
ruined that You will never be able to use me again?  Will I be stuck here on the backside of nowhere 
forever out of the will and the work of God?” 

 
Have you ever wondered the same thing about your life?  Maybe there was some episode in 
your life that you think has forever branded you as a loser and a failure.  Maybe you lost your 
job, or your mate walked out on you, or health left you, and you wonder will there ever be a 
place for you in God’s work in this world. 

 
What Moses had no way of knowing was that those forty years of being a nobody, stripped of every 
bit of self-confidence, were years that God was preparing him to be a somebody once again … this 
time not a sovereign somebody, but a serving somebody on mission with God.  His last 40 years 
were spent being a model for everybody. 

 
And so we come to Exodus 3 where Moses has his burning bush experience with God.  He’s about to 
have an encounter with God that will alter the course of his life forever … on mission with God. 
 
Here’s the point:  no matter how much you may have failed or feel like a failure.  No matter how the 
circumstances of life have taken you to the back side of the desert, so to speak.  No matter how bored 
you are with life, God hasn’t forgotten you, and you can meet Him and He can do something that 
will transform you life. 
 
Moses is about to have a life-altering encounter with Almighty God.  Are you ready for something 
like that to happen in your life?  Now I’ve never had God speak to me out of a burning bush.  You 
probably haven’t either.  But I find here in Moses’ experience the makings of an encounter with God 
that will forever alter the course of our lives to be on mission with God. 



 
1. BE OPEN TO THE SUPERNATURAL ACTIVITY OF GOD. 
 
Exodus 3:1 (NIV) - Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. 
 
Horeb is called the mountain of God because it was there that later God would reveal His glory in a 
magnificent way.  It is also known as Mt. Sinai.  For some reason Moses has led his sheep away 
from Midian to this place.  He is just going about his ordinary life, doing his job, being a husband 
and a father, then suddenly without warning, God breaks into the boring routine of his life. Just look 
at what happens. 
 
Exodus 3:2 (NIV) - There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a 
bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 
 
Listen … You never know when, where or how God will break into your life and meet you.  You just 
never know, but be open when it does happen.   
 
Many scholars believe that this was a pre-incarnate appearance of the Delivering One, the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself. 
 
You never know when God will encounter you.  Moses’ life appears to be washed up.  Remember, 
he’s eighty years old here.  I mean he’s in the fourth quarter of his life.  And he sees to be so far 
behind that a comeback for him was impossible.  He’s just going about his boring routine, really not 
expecting that something would happen to him that would forever change the trajectory of his life. 
 
You never know where God will encounter you.  You know, we think that these kinds of 
experiences happen in church.  And often times that they do.  And the rest of the week is all 
different, routine, and off limits to God.  But where is Moses when this happens?  He’s alone, out in 
the desert.  But God knows that in places like that He can speak without distractions. 
 
You never know how God will encounter you.  Why did God use this bush? The word there 
indicates a common desert thorn bush.  He could have just appeared to Moses in a vision or dream. 
He could have taken Moses into the throne room and given him a majestic vision of His glory.  But 
God didn’t do it that way.  It was in the throne room of heaven, but through a thorn bush on earth. 
 
God speaks to us primarily through His Word, applied by His Spirit at work in our minds and our 
hearts.  But God pervades every square inch of creation and every split second of time, and you just 
never know when, where or how God might just break in and meet you. 
 
ILLUSTRATION – A couple of Saturdays ago many of our men attended Men at the Cross.  I was 
there because I wanted to be a good example, but to be honest with you, I wasn’t prepared for what 
God would do in me.  Joe White preached a powerful message challenging men to be slaves of Jesus 
Christ.  At the end we were to write on a card what we wanted to surrender to Christ, take the card 
forward and exchange it for a link of a chain, symbolizing our being a slave, a servant, of Christ.  I 



thought and prayed about what I would write.  I wrote on the card the words, “All Yours!”  Later 
Steven Curtis Chapman came on and did a few songs with his band.  But I was absolutely stunned 
when he sang the song from his new CD entitled “Yours.”  I stood there with tears streaming down 
my cheeks that God had met me that way. 
 
Be open to the supernatural activity of God around you. 
 
2. RESPOND TO GOD WHEN HE PURSUES YOU. 
 
Exodus 3:3 (NIV) - So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush 
does not burn up.” 
 
Now I don’t want to make more of this than is actually here in the text, but I do believe there is 
something here in the way of a spiritual curiosity that God honors and God blesses, because … 
 
Exodus 3:4 (NIV) - When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from 
within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” 
 
Moses took time to turn aside from what he was doing to see what was happening.  And for each of 
us there needs to be that time when we turn aside every day for prayer and the reading of God’s 
Word.  There needs to be that time when we turn aside from our weekly activities and come together 
to worship with God’s people, the Church. 
 

And we’re all busy.  I know that.  But we have to make time for this, or we will miss so much 
of what God has for us. 
 

And there will be days when you do that and God speaks, and you sense His presence.  And there 
will be days when you do that and you don’t feel anything extraordinary.  That’s OK.  Keep showing 
up … keep responding when God invites you into His presence. 
 
And God is a gentleman.  He will not force Himself on anyone.  He wants you to respond when He 
pursues you. 
 
3. TAKE IT PERSONAL. 
 
Now God was not just speaking … He was speaking personally to Moses.   
 
Exodus 3:4 (NIV) - When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from 
within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” 
 
Hebrew scholars tell us that this call of God, “Moses! Moses!” was a “repetition of endearment.”  It 
was a way for God to speak affectionately and personally to Moses.  
 
This is one of the most amazing things to me about God … that He has the ability to know me 
personally and reach to me personally and speak to me personally … that in a crowd like this God is 
personally reaching and speaking to each of us in a unique way in whatever circumstances we are in. 



 
Now look at the interesting way God speaks to Moses: 
 
Exodus 3:6a (NIV) - Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac and the God of Jacob.”  
 
We are accustomed to God saying, “I am the God of your fathers, meaning Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob.”  We see that often in Scripture.  But notice here that is not what God says.  He says, “Moses, 
I am the God of your father.  I believe it’s another way for God to personally touch Moses.  “Moses, 
your dad knew Me.  And you can know Me … personally.” 

 
4. REVERENCE GOD. 
 
Exodus 3:5 (NIV) - “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place 
where you are standing is holy ground.” 
 
Note:  This is the first use of the word “holy” in the Bible.  The ground is holy because God’s 
presence is there.  It is holy because God speaks there. 

 
There are two responses Moses is to have to reverence God.  First, don’t come closer … remain at a 
distance … don’t approach.  Why?  God is holy; He is separate.  Note:  I’m grateful for the emphasis 
on intimacy with God in our worship.  But God doesn’t want us to feel so familiar with Him that we 
lose the awe of who He is. 
 

Second, take off your sandals.  This was a common way to show respect and reverence toward 
a superior. 
 

I'm afraid that is something missing in our generation.  I think in our attempts to become more 
personal with God, perhaps in worship and in other ways, we need to understand that there is a 
difference between being intimate and being familiar.  We can’t treat God flippantly.  We must take 
our worship seriously! 

 
Exodus 3:6 (NIV) - Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at 
God. 
 
Do you see that God isn’t just showing up for the first time here?  Moses is having an encounter with 
the God of ages past. 
 
And Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look at God.  When is the last time you had a vision 
of God that caused you to stand or sit in sheer awe? 
 
You know Jesus gave us a wonderful promise.  He said where two or three are gathered in His name, 
there He will be in the midst of them.  That’s true of virtually every gathering we have as a church.  
Are we alert to the awesome presence of Jesus in our midst? 
 



Here’s the next thing about these experiences. 
 

5. GO ON MISSION WITH GOD. 
 
These encounters with God are rarely just to make us feel good.  God is up to something about the 
direction of our life.  We go away changed. 
 
Exodus 3:7 (NIV) - The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I 
have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their 
suffering. 
 
Remember, God is a delivering God!  He’s delivering them from something, and He’s delivering 
them to something.  
 
Exodus 3:8 (NIV) - So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to 
bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and 
honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 
 
Exodus 3:9 (NIV) - And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way 
the Egyptians are oppressing them. 
 
Exodus 3:10 (NIV) - So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites 
out of Egypt.” 
 
God is saying, “Moses I’m about to doing something great in response to the heart cries of my 
people … and you’re the guy I’m going to use to make it happen.  I’m sending you on my mission. 
 

I’m sure Moses must have said, or at least thought, “You want me to go where?  You want me 
to do what?” 

 
Has it ever occurred to you that God has heard the cries of people … someone’s lost, someone’s 
discouraged, someone’s confused, someone’s failed … and they have cried out to God, maybe 
wondering if God was even there.  But you go off to work, or to school, or whatever you have to do.  
Watch for what God is doing.  Watch for the people that God has put before you.  He has heard their 
cries, and He is sending you to them. 
 
Go!  That is God’s perennial command to His people.  Jesus said, “Go, and made disciples.” 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Could it be that one of the things God was trying to say to Moses was in the bush itself?  A bush that 
was burning, but never consumed … a bush that was aflame because God was in it … a bush that 
was something natural that become something supernatural with God’s presence inside. 
 
That’s what God wants for you and for me. 
 



 


