Text: John 10:27-29
Title: “I Promise ... Security”

INTRODUCTION

Open your Bibles please to John 10:27-29. This morning I’m concluding this summer series on
God’s great and precious promises.

ILLUSTRATION — We’re just months away from an election and we have repeatedly heard the
words “I will ... Twill ... T will.” And skeptically, we’re thinking “Yeh, right. I’ll believe it
when | see it.” Or maybe you’ve been burned by an unscrupulous employer who promised you a
bonus and he didn’t come through. Or you heard your spouse stand at the marriage altar and
promise you that through thick and thin they would be faithful. But they weren’t.

And it would be easy to look at the promises in God’s Word with the same skepticism. But we
should be reminded today that ...

Hebrews 10:23 - Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is
faithful.

God’s promises are sure. His promises are like a lifeline we hold on to in the storms of life. And
that is abundantly true when it comes to promises God makes to us about our salvation. When we
step out on faith and put our trust in the promises of God to forgive us and to give us the gift of
eternal life, can we be sure God will keep His promise? You see, in this regard this is a matter of life
and death. After all, if God doesn’t come through on His promise to give us strength or guidance or
provision, then we might be caught short in a situation. But if we aren’t sure of His promise to save
us and to keep us saved, then there’s a lot more at stake, isn’t there?

So this morning | want us to go back to the very words of Jesus about His promise to save us and
keep us saved. Let’s read John 10:27-29. Read text.

ILLUSTRATION - | remember a couple of years ago a thunderstorm came rolling in with
tremendous lightning and thunder. One bolt of lightning was so powerful that the flash of light and
the accompanying thunder were almost instantaneous. And it shook our house with a violent jolt.
And immediately car security alarms all over the neighborhood starting going off because of the
tremendous vibrations caused by the lightning strike.

Well the same thing can happen to us spiritually. When the storms of life come, sometimes our
spiritual security alarm starts going off. And we start to doubt the very thing that we need to be most
assured of ... our relationship with God.

And our doubts plague us with questions like...
e Am | really saved? Was my experience real?
e Did I follow the proper procedure? Did I say the right words?
e Was | really sincere? | was so young when it happened.
¢ | have committed horrible sin. Does that mean I’m lost?



e Can we ever really be sure? Is it like the end of an NBA game? You never know the outcome
until the very end.

One day Jesus was teaching in the temple area when some of these people came to Jesus and said,
“Jesus, how long will you keep us in suspense? Are you really the Christ?” And Jesus answered
them:

John 10:25-26 (NIV) - Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The
miracles | do in my Father’s name speak for me, ?° but you do not believe because you
are not my sheep.

Now | don’t want our unfamiliarity with the lifestyle of Palestine to keep us from catching the truths
Jesus is teaching here. And thankfully Jesus, here in John 10 gives some keen insight into the
relationship between the shepherd and his sheep.

We live in a city that is rich in cattle heritage (Stock Yards, etc.). But the concept of an eastern
shepherd is foreign to most of us. But it was as an identifiable part of the culture of biblical times as
sitting at a computer or driving a car is to our culture today. God’s Word is relevant to every culture,
so we have much to learn.

You see, there is ultimate security found in a personal relationship with God. God’s great and
precious promises assure us that once we are saved, we have an eternally secure life with God.

1. OUR SALVATION IS A LOVING RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD (v.27).
Let’s go back to John 10:27. The words of Jesus are so clear and straightforward. Just look at them.

John 10:27 (NIV) - My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me.

Now this doesn’t make as much sense if we don’t see what Jesus has already said here in John 10.

John 10:3-5 (N1V) - The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. * When he has brought out all
his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.
> But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they
do not recognize a stranger’s voice.”

ILLUSTRATION - You see, sheep were kept in a walled enclosure. And there might be several
different flocks kept in the same enclosure. So in the morning when the shepherds came to gather
their sheep and take them out to pasture, one would stand at the opening and call his sheep. And that
shepherd’s sheep knew his voice and would come to him.

The problem with the Jews is that they heard Jesus calling to them but they were like sheep,
not responding to His call.

John 10:27 (NIV) - My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me.




ILLUSTRATION - We’re told that when an eastern shepherd brought his sheep back to the fold
(the walled enclosure) each night, he would stand at the door of the fold and count each one. He
never lost one.

John 10:14 (NIV) - “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—

In the NT “know” is more than just intellectual awareness of something or someone. It is intimate
knowledge. Jesus knows us that way:
e He knows our name — (v.3 says he calls his own sheep by name and leads them.)
e He knows our nature. Every sheep in the flock is different. One sheep might be afraid of
high places and another afraid of dark shadows. One might be a leader and the other a
follower. We all have unique personalities, and the great Shepherd of our soul knows us so
well.
e He knows our needs. Remember the words of Psalm 23:1? The Lord is my shepherd. |
have need of nothing.”

Now back to John 10:27.

John 10:27 (NIV) - My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me.

ILLUSTRATION - Ancient Palestinian shepherds brought their sheep to the same watering hole.
Water was scarce in most parts of the biblical lands. They would become hopelessly intermingled.
Later the shepherd would stand in a prominent place and whistle or give a distinct call that his sheep
would recognize. And they would follow their shepherd out.

One of the ways that we know we are saved is that we follow Christ. A person can’t claim to be
saved who has never given any evidence of following Christ. His sheep follow Him.

2. OUR SALVATION IS A LIVING RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD (v.28a).

There’s a big difference between a living, loving relationship with Jesus Christ, and a dead religion.
Itis called “Life.”

Now look carefully at the words of Jesus in the first part of v.28. Jesus moves from the analogy of
shepherds and sheep, to the application.

John 10:28a (NIV) - I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish...

“l give...” — It is not earned like you earn your wages at work. And if you can’t earn it by your
good works, you can’t lose it by you bad works.

“I give eternal life to them...” — If what Jesus gives you doesn’t last forever, it isn’t eternal. It
can’t be eternal if it is conditional, and can be taken away if something changes. If you are saved,
nothing can separate you from God.



“They shall never perish...” — That’s the word of Jesus ... the promise of Jesus. His word is
reliable and true. Someone who is genuinely saved can never perish. There’s nothing you, or
anyone else can do to cause that to happen.

It’s the power of God working in us that saves us ... and it’s the power of God working in us that
keeps us saved.

At this point you may be thinking, “Wait a minute. If you tell someone they are saved forever, then
doesn’t that just give them the freedom to go live any way they want to live?

ILLUSTRATION - Isn’t it like telling people that no one will ever have to go to prison if
they commit a felony. So people just go crazy. They rob banks and steal cars and sell drugs.
After all, there’s no punishment, so just live any way you want to live.

And some may wonder if you tell people that they can never lose their salvation, wouldn’t that just
give people a license to go do anything they want? Yes, except that doesn’t square with the words of
Jesus we read earlier.

John 10:27 (NIV) - My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me.
Now does that mean we will never sin or stray? No, none of us are perfect. We all sin from time to
time. But our response as an eternally secure follower of Christ goes like this: “Christ, You are my
Shepherd. | am Your sheep. | want to stay close to You, and | hate it when | sin because it hurts my
relationship with You. Forgive me.”
So this is a loving relationship ... a living relationship ... and also ...
3. OUR SALVATION IS A LASTING RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD (vv.28b-29).

Just look at the words of Jesus again in v.28.

John 10:28b (NIV) - No one can snatch them out of my hand.

Now let’s go back a few verses to Jesus’ explanation of Himself as the Good Shepherd.

John 10:9 (NIV) - | am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come
in and go out, and find pasture.

Remember | said earlier that the shepherd would corral his sheep at night in an enclosure made
of rocks, with an opening in the rock fences where the sheep would enter. The shepherd (or
the gatekeeper) would then lie down across the opening to protect the sheep. The shepherd
became a kind of gate or door for the sheep.

John 10:10 (NIV) - The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that
they may have life, and have it to the full.



John 10:11 (NIV) - “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep.

Now let’s go back to our main text in v.29:

John 10:29 (NIV) - My Father ... has given them to me...

Can someone who has been saved (I started to say “genuinely saved.” But if you’re saved you’re
saved. There’s no such thing as false salvation.) ... Can someone who has been saved ever be

snatched away by Satan?

Answer: No. Because an important transaction has taken place between the Father and the
Son. Every person who comes to Christ is someone whom the Father has given to the Son.

John 6:37 - All that the Father gives me will come to me...

Note: It is one of the great mysteries of the Bible ... but before anyone gives their heart to
Christ something powerful has already taken place. God looked at you and loved you, and He
gave you to His Son Jesus. And Jesus called you to Himself ... you responded to that call and
you were saved.

John 10:29 (NIV) - My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch
them out of my Father’s hand.

No force in this universe, physical or spiritual, has the power to pry back the fingers of Jesus, and
then pry back the fingers of the Father and snatch you away.

Listen, if one saint could perish ... could lose their salvation ... it would mean several things:
e [t would falsify the promise made by Christ Himself that not one of His followers would
perish ... be eternally condemned.

e It would shatter the transaction made between Christ and the Father.

John 6:37 (NIV) - All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to
me | will never drive away.

e It would violate the very will of God. Listen to the Words of ...
John 6:39-40 (NIV) - And this is the will of him who sent me, that | shall lose none of
all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. ** For my Father’s will is
that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and |
will raise him up at the last day.”

Here’s what Paul said:



2 Timothy 1:12b (NIV) - | know whom | have believed, and am convinced that he is able to
guard what | have entrusted to him for that day.

CONCLUSION
Are you saved? If not, that can change right here and right now.

John 5:24 (NIV) - “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me
has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.

Are you sure you’re saved? Are you doubting? Are you struggling to believe what God said is true?



