
Text:  I Corinthians 15:20-28 
Title:  “What’s Next?” 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
I want to start with a question this morning to get us thinking together.  What is the greatest 
disappointment of your life?  What discouragement are you dealing with now?  It may be that you 
are disappointed in yourself for something you’ve done or failed to do.  It may be your 
disappointment is in some circumstances that have fallen in upon you, or your disappointment is in 
someone.  So what is your main disappointment? 
 
Well I’m here to tell you that right now God is in the process of eliminating everything that 
disappoints us as human beings.  He is right now working on His timetable to defeat every enemy we 
have, including our worst enemies … sin and death.  Let me show you where this comes from.  Open 
your Bibles to I Corinthians 15:20-28. 
 

Shaken Faith … Strengthened Faith.  In spite of all the disappointments in life that can shake 
our faith, the hope of the resurrection turns shaken faith into strengthened faith.  You see, the 
point the resurrection of Jesus from the dead is that God is in the process of dealing with all 
His enemies.  And because He brought Jesus back from the dead, and raised Him in glorious 
power, there is no enemy that God can’t and won’t conquer.  Let’s read vv.20-28. 
 

How can we have hope with all the turmoil going on around us?   
• Battles going on around us – terrorism, financial instability, rampant crime, cancer and more 
• Battles going on within us – the battle against sin in our own temptations, depression, grief and 

sorrow 
 
Things just seem so out of control.  But if you could write one sentence over these verses to 
summarize them it might be this:  “The future belongs to God.” 
 
And because of that, we as His people have hope.  Our God and His Christ are preparing something 
for us that is beyond our imagination.  “Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, nor has it entered into 
the heart of men what God has in store for those who love Him.”  We have a life that is going 
somewhere, because God has a purpose for us that is going somewhere. 
 
The Bible teaches that history and, therefore, my life is not just a vicious circle, but it is all moving 
toward a certain and eternal destiny.  I want you to see that God has an agenda that He is working off 
of.  He has a very clear purpose in mind. 
 
1. CHRIST’S RESURRECTION (vv.20-23) 
 
1 Corinthians 15:20 (NIV) - But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. 
 
“firstfruits” – When the harvest began in OT times, Israelites were required to bring the first of their 
harvest and present it to the priest who offered it to the Lord as a wave offering … it was waved 



before the Lord.  And these firstfruits were the guarantee of more harvest to come.  Because Christ’s 
resurrection is called the firstfruits, it is the promise that there will be more after him who are raised.  
Christ resurrection was the beginning of God’s great plan to redeem, to raise, all creation. 
 
Now there’s a reason that this resurrection is necessary. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:21-22 (NIV) - For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the 
dead comes also through a man.  For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 
 
Now the book of Genesis tells us how God created the first man Adam, then Eve.  And Adam and 
Eve sinned by disobeying God.  And the result of this is that the wonderful creation of God was 
spoiled, and man’s fellowship with God was broken.  This is called the Fall.  So Adam, the leader, 
led humanity down into a horrible grave because by the first couple’s sin, all humanity was infected 
with the disease of sin and death.  Spiritual and physical death, came through the actions of a man 
Adam.  So Adam leads the great crowd of humanity down into death.   
 

But God has bigger and better plans for His creatures.  He wants to redeem them from sin and 
death.  So Christ came and died for our sins and rose again in order to make possible the 
resurrection of the dead.   
 

1 Corinthians 15:22 (NIV) - For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 
 

LISTEN CAREFULLY:  Here’s what happened.  With both Adam and Christ, one individual doing 
one act caused the consequences of that act to be applied to all who are identified with him.   

 
ILLUSTRATION – Suppose you get on a bus going somewhere, and the bus driver decides 
that he’s going to talk on the cell phone instead of driving, and he crashes the bus.  One 
individual doing one act caused the consequences of that act to be applied to everyone who 
identified with him by getting on that bus. 
 
ILLUSTRATION – Suppose you are on a group tour to some place that requires a ticket.  
Your tour guide goes up and purchases admission for everyone in your group.  So you follow 
the guide into the site and you don’t have to worry because your guide has taken care of it for 
everyone.  Again, one individual doing one act caused the consequences of that act to be 
applied to everyone who identified with him by joining the tour.  
 

So there are two kinds of people:  Those identified with Adam by being born (of course that’s all of 
us) … and those identified with Jesus by being born again.  All are in Adam, but not all are in Christ.  
Those who are in Christ once were in Adam and chose to get off that bus and get on another one that 
will take them where they need to go. 

 
We are all identified with Adam by birth.  And we are sinners by virtue of that.  Our destiny is 
death, physical and spiritual.  But Jesus Christ died and rose again so that those who identify 
with Him through faith will be made alive, spiritually and physically. 
 
Are you in Adam, or in Christ?  Big question… 



 
So it was because Jesus’ actual human body was crucified, buried and raised from the dead that is 
possible that our human bodies will also be resurrected in the same way. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:23 (NIV) - But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits… 
 
But then the next thing on God’s agenda is this: 
 
2. CHRIST’S RETURN (v.23) 
 
1 Corinthians 15:23 (NIV) - But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he 
comes, those who belong to him. 
 
Remember, this is exactly what we’re told would happen.  After Jesus was raised from the dead He 
went to the Mount of Olives and gave His last words to his disciples.  Then He ascended into the 
heavens.  And an angel explained … 
 

Acts 1:11 (NIV) - “This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

 
But there are many things that go along with the second coming of Christ, and I don’t have time 
today to talk about everything associated with the Second Coming, but there are some things you 
need to see in light of what we’re talking about … the resurrection of the dead. 
 
LET ME JUST SHOW YOU WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ELSEWHERE ABOUT THIS: 
 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 (NIV) - Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we 
will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (NIV) - For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with 
a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and 
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be 
with the Lord forever. 
 

Now remember, this resurrection of the dead is for all humans, righteous or unrighteous. 
 
John 5:28-29 (NIV) - A time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 
29 and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil 
will rise to be condemned. 

 
So Christ’s return sets in motion all these things. 
 



Early Christians often greeted one another, even in times of hardship and persecution, with the word 
maranatha.  It means “Come, O Lord!”  And that’s our longing, because it’s the next big thing on 
God’s agenda. 

 
3. CHRIST’S REIGN (vv.24-27) 
 
1 Corinthians 15:24 (NIV) - Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God 
the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 
 
“the end” – the word here telos means the final completion, culmination and fulfillment of 
something.  You see, God is working off of an all-wise plan.  There’s nothing haphazard about God’s 
plans and His agenda. 
 
And what has Christ been working toward?  Notice the words in v.24 … “after he has destroyed all 
dominion, authority and power…”  Every enemy of God (and of His purposes for His creation) 
will be permanently destroyed.  Never again will any of these powers oppose the reign of God, nor 
will they oppress the people of God, nor will they corrupt any of God’s creation again. 
 
What exactly are these dominions, authorities and powers?  
 

• Visible political forces (nations and their leaders who have a godless philosophy) 
• Invisible spiritual forces that influence the visible political forces. 

 
Note:  In history nations rise and fall.  Political leaders within those nations rise and fall.  God is 
watching all of this with great interest and is personally involved. 

 
Just like there were political and spiritual forces that ruled during the time of Jesus and 
instigated the crucifixion of the Lord, they exist down through history.  The Bible says that 
one day there will be a world system that consolidates worldwide control and it is driven by a 
personality called the Antichrist.   
 
But one day, all these mighty leaders and their kingdoms will fall under the mighty hand of 
God. 

 
We’re being told today that Islam has overtaken Catholicism as the largest religion in the world.  
And we might despair that this Christ-less religion is sweeping across the world.  But the day will 
come when all Christ-less, or anti-Christ, religions and world philosophies will be judged and shown 
to be the lies that they are … and what a sad day it will be for the billions who see their hopes dashed 
when Christ appears, and not Mohammed or Buddha or whomever. 

 
1 Corinthians 15:25 (NIV) - For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
 
“put all enemies under his feet…” – In ancient times kings and emperors sat on thrones elevated 
above their subjects.  So when they bowed these subjects were literally “under his feet.”  When a 
king conquered an enemy he might symbolically put his foot on the neck of the conquered enemy 
signifying the enemy’s subjection to the king. 



 
So Christ is reigning by virtue of the name that is given to Him by the Father, the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus, ultimately every knee will bow and every tongue will confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 

 
I believe that much of this will be worked out in and through the 1000 year reign of Christ on the 
earth (the Millennium).  Christ will take back to Himself the earth that He created and that is 
rightfully His.  Satan led a rebellion and captured the earth and the inhabitants of the earth.  Christ 
will put down this rebellion when He comes. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:26 (NIV) - The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
 
Remember what I said at the beginning God is up to something.  He is in the process of putting down 
every enemy of Himself and His people … every thing that disappoints us … every enemy.  The last, 
final and most powerful enemy to humanity is death. 
 

So Christ’s resurrection is the first of the harvest to come in … the promise that others will be 
able to shake the shackles of death and rise again with Christ. 
 

This revolution that result in the destruction of the last enemy started at the Cross. 
 

But Satan, sin and death will not be completely conquered until the end.  The victory was won 
at Calvary, but the eternal peace and righteousness that that victory guarantees will not be 
consummated and completed until the enemies who were conquered are also banished and 
abolished.   

 
1 Corinthians 15:27 (NIV) - For he “has put everything under his feet.” Now when it says that 
“everything” has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who 
put everything under Christ. 
 
And this leads us to the last thing on God’s agenda. 
 
4. CHRIST’S RELEASE (v.28) 
 
Christ was and is God.  But He subjected Himself to the Father.  And the Father in turn glorified 
Christ by giving Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will 
bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Now go back to v.24.  Look at what it says. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:24 (NIV) - Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God 
the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 
 

All things will be restored to the way they were originally designed and intended to be in the 
Father’s purposes.  In the end it will be as it was in the beginning … yet even greater.   
 



1 Corinthians 15:28 (NIV) - When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject 
to him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all. 
 
What happens here is that Christ turns over the restored world to the Father who sent Him to recover 
that which was lost in the Fall. 
 

Just think of this:  God gave this assignment to His Son.  Christ came to earth as a baby, and 
lived and grew to be a man.  He taught, preached and healed and did miraculous deeds.  He 
died, was buried, was raised and ascended to the right hand of the Father, where He now 
intercedes for those who are His.  When He returns He will fight, conquer, rule, judge and 
then, as His last work on the Father’s behalf, forever subdue and finally judge all the enemies 
of God, recreate the earth and heavens, and finally deliver that kingdom to God the Father. 

 
QUESTION: Why is the resurrection of our bodies so important?  Because God is about something 
huge … the redemption of the universe, of which we are a part.   
 
“So that God may be all in all…” – That’s the goal of history. 
 
Luke 1:33 (NIV) - and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never 
end.” 
 
And because of the resurrection of Christ, death couldn’t stop the revolution.  And because of the 
resurrection of the redeemed, there will be a kingdom … there will be people who live under the 
glorious reign of God the Father. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
History is going somewhere.  God has made sure of that.  And because of that my life, your life, is 
going somewhere.  But where?  Where will you spend eternity? 
 
ILLUSTRATION – Catching the train on my last trip in India was a little crazy.  The passenger’s 
names are posted on a list on the side of the train.  And to be on the train your name had to be on the 
list.  Was I on the right train?  And on top of that there was more than one train on the track, but only 
one going to where I needed to go. 
 
There are two trains pulling out of the station.  And it may seem that both of these trains are going in 
the same direction and to the same destination.  But that’s not so.  One train, the Adam train, is 
heading toward death and the judgment of God.  The other train, the Christ train, is heading for the 
bright future of God’s eternal kingdom. 
 
 


