
Text:  I Samuel 1-2 
Title:  “The Grace of a Mother” 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
ILLUSTRATION – Well our Moms mean so much to us.  One of the many ways God uses our 
mothers is to teach us.  Someone sent me this recently, and it highlights what our moms teach us by 
things they say.  For instance… 
 

My mother taught me TO APPRECIATE A JOB WELL DONE . "If you're going to kill each 
other, do it outside. I just finished cleaning."  
 
My mother taught me RELIGION. "You better pray that will come out of the carpet."  
 
My mother taught me about TIME TRAVEL. "If you don't straighten up, I'm going to knock 
you into the middle of next week!"  
 
My mother taught me LOGIC.  "Because I said so, that's why."  
 
My mother taught me MORE LOGIC. "If you fall out of that swing and break your neck, 
you're not going to the store with me."  
  
My mother taught me FORESIGHT. "Make sure you wear clean underwear, in case you're in 
an accident."  
 
My mother taught me IRONY. "Keep crying, and I'll give you something to cry about."  
 
My mother taught me about CONTORTIONISM. "Will you look at that dirt on the back of 
your neck!"  
 
My mother taught me about WEATHER. "This room of yours looks as if a tornado went 
through it."  
 
My mother taught me the CIRCLE OF LIFE.  "I brought you into this world, and I can take 
you out."  
 
My mother taught me about ENVY.  "There are millions of less fortunate children in this 
world who don't have wonderful parents like you do."  
 
My mother taught me about RECEIVING.  "You are going to get it when we get home!"  
 
My mother taught me MEDICAL SCIENCE.  "If you don't stop crossing your eyes, they are 
going to get stuck that way."  
 
My mother taught me HUMOR.  "When that lawn mower cuts off your toes, don't come 
running to me."  



 
My mother taught me about my ROOTS.  "Shut that door behind you.  Do you think you were 
born in a barn?"  
 
My mother taught me about JUSTICE. "One day you'll have kids, and I hope they turn out just 
like you" 

 
Well thank God for what our moms teach us, and the impact they make upon our lives.  Open your 
Bibles to the passage that was so beautifully read earlier by Karen Sanders, I Samuel 1.  One of the 
great women of the Bible is Hannah, the mother of Samuel. Her name, incidentally, means “grace.”  
From her life we see how God’s grace comes to and through a mother. 
 
Hannah’s son Samuel is one of the great men of the Bible, and one of the most important men in 
biblical history.  Samuel was a prophet whose life and ministry connected two very crucial periods in 
biblical history … the period between the time of the judges and the time of the kings, including 
King David. 
 

He was a man who had great faith.  Samuel is mentioned in what is called the Bible’s “Hall of 
Faith” found in Hebrews 11. 
 
Samuel knew how to listen to God.  One night when he was just a boy he was sleeping in the 
house of God.  The Lord called him … “Samuel.”  He replied, “Here I am,” thinking it was his 
mentor Eli speaking to him.  Eli said, “I didn’t call you, go back to sleep.”  It happened again:  
“Samuel.”  “Here I am.”  He goes in to report to Eli.  “I didn’t call you.  Go back to bed.”  The 
same thing happened a third time.  Then Eli realized that it was the Lord calling him, so he 
told young Samuel.  “When you hear your name called again, say ‘Speak, your servant is 
listening.”  And the Lord called Samuel again.  So at an early age, Samuel was accustomed to 
listening to God.  He was born into a family that listened for the voice of God. 
 
It was Samuel, who later grew to be a powerful prophet of God and had the discernment to 
recognize that God had His hand on a young shepherd boy by the name of David.  Samuel 
later anointed David as King of Israel.  And out of the lineage of David came the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Samuel would make a great mark in history, but it all started with a godly mother and father.   
 
Now to have a son turn out like Samuel did, to take his place in God’s great activity, you might think 
that his home was like heaven on earth.  But it wasn’t.  As a matter of fact there was tremendous 
heartache in the home of Samuel, and particularly in the life of his mother.  So I want you to see 
first… 
 
1. A MOTHER’S SORROW 
 
Of course, mothers are women.  And God has given to women an extraordinary sensitivity that can 
cause them to be deeply hurt. 
 



Let’s review for a moment, and see how this sorrow came into Hannah’s life.  Hannah, whose name, 
remember, means “grace,” was married to a man named Elkanah, who was a godly man, with one 
exception.  He had two wives:  Peninnah and Hannah. (I’ll have more to say about that later.)  Now 
Peninnah had borne many children with Elkanah.  But Hannah was barren. 
 
1 Samuel 1:5b (NIV) - The LORD had closed her womb. 

 
Now you can imagine the strife and jealousy that existed in this arrangement.  In fact Peninnah 
provoked Hannah every chance she had.  It was a nasty situation.  So here she is married to a man 
whose love and devotion to her was divided.  Just think of the stress and the conflict that filled that 
home. 

 
You may have wondered why a man would be married to two women at the same time.  You may 
have wondered how a man could be married to two women.  After all, the Bible says that no man 
can serve two masters! 
 
Seriously, a man having more than one wife was not God’s original design.  Often in those days 
(though it was never sanctioned by God), a man whose wife was infertile would take a second 
wife by whom he could bear children (remember Abraham, Sarah and her handmaiden Hagar?). 
This explains why Elkanah had two wives and why Hannah, the beloved but barren one, so 
fervently desired a son. 
 

1 Samuel 1:7-8 (NIV) - This went on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house 
of the LORD, her rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat. 8 Elkanah her husband 
would say to her, “Hannah, why are you weeping? Why don’t you eat? Why are you 
downhearted? Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons?” 
 

Can you feel the pressure that was on Hannah?  Here’s Peninnah walking around the house 
nursing one of the children she had borne, arrogantly glancing at Hannah.   Hannah must have 
perceived some pressure from Elkanah, though he tried to console her.  She probably thought 
that her husband was disappointed in her, even though the text says that he loved her intensely.  
Then there was Hannah’s own frustration with herself.  Some of you know from personal 
experience the tortuous waiting, each month wondering if she was pregnant, and painfully 
aware of her barrenness. 
 

ILLUSTRATION:  I’m aware of how difficult Mothers Day is to couples who long to have 
children, but can’t.  I have a friend, Dr. Bill Cutrer, who is a pastor, but is also an OB/GYN 
physician, whose specialty is helping couples who are struggling with infertility.  He wrote a book a 
few years ago entitled When Empty Arms Become a Heavy Burden.  The title says it all.  And that is 
so real for millions of Americans.   
 
But Hannah knew what to do with her problems.  If the story would have ended with Hannah not 
having a child, she would still have been a substantial woman in the Bible because she was a woman 
of prayer.  I want you to see next… 
 
2. A MOTHER’S SUPPLICATION 



 
I’m impressed that … 
• Hannah did not complain to her husband. 
• Hannah did not try to get back at Peninnah. 
• Hannah did not complain to the priest. 
 
Hannah made supplication … she prayed. 
 
1 Samuel 1:10 (NIV) - In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the LORD. 
 
Now Hannah faithfully made the pilgrimage to the temple of the Lord with her husband.  It was on 
one such visit that Hannah was praying. 
 
1 Samuel 1:12 (NIV) - As she kept on praying to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 
 
1 Samuel 1:13 (NIV) - Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her 
voice was not heard. 
 
Eli, the priest, thought she was drunk.  Hannah replied… 
 
1 Samuel 1:15b (NIV) - I was pouring out my soul to the LORD. 
 
1 Samuel 1:16 (NIV) - Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here 
out of my great anguish and grief.” 
 
This is a powerful reminder to us of the importance of prayer for all of us, but particularly in the life 
of mother.  God’s grace comes to and through a mother as she devotes herself to the great work of 
prayer. 
 
And prayer works. 
 
First, the Lord answered by giving her peace. 
 
Now Hannah was not just praying to get a child; she was praying to relieve the turmoil in her soul. 
 
1 Samuel 1:17-18 (NIV) - Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you 
what you have asked of him.” 18 She said, “May your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then she 
went her way and ate something, and her face was no longer downcast. 
 

Friend, in the midst of whatever confusing, confounding situation you are in, would you pour 
out your heart to Him and hear the Lord say to you today, “Go in peace, and may the Lord 
grant you what you have asked”? 
 

Second, the Lord answered by giving her a son. 
 



1 Samuel 1:19-20 (NIV) - Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the LORD 
and then went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah lay with Hannah his wife, and the LORD 
remembered her. 20 So in the course of time Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She 
named him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the LORD for him.” 
 
So after the waiting, the Lord finally gave Hannah a child and she named him Samuel.   

 
It’s an interesting name, Samuel.  Samuel in Hebrew is a combination of a word that means 
“asked” (as Hannah asked for a son), and “heard” (the Lord had heard her prayers).   

 
So the very name of the boy Samuel would remind Hannah of God’s faithfulness every time she 
called his name. 
 
Now it’s important to remember that in our praying, the goal is not just to get what we want, but to 
be in the center of God’s will.  Hannah, if the Lord gave her a son, was determined to surrender that 
son to God’s service and God’s glory.  So let’s see… 
  
3. A MOTHER’S SURRENDER 
 
Remember the vow Hannah made in her prayer? 
 
1 Samuel 1:11 (NIV) - And she made a vow, saying, “O LORD Almighty, if you will only look 
upon your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, 
then I will give him to the LORD for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his 
head.” 
 
The sorrow leads to supplication which leads to surrender.  Hannah prays, “Lord, give me a son, and 
I will give him back to you.”  The surrender comes in prayer.  We must remember three powerful 
words:  “Let it go!”  Give it to God.   
 

Note:  Here’s an important thing to remember about prayer.  God always does what brings 
glory to Himself, because He is the only One worthy of all glory.  Often when we ask for 
something, we are wanting something for our good and our glory, but we could care less if it 
brings God glory.  When Jesus prayed, He said, “Father, Your Kingdom come, Your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.”  He also prayed in the Garden, “Not my will but your will be 
done.” 

 
Now we have to be very careful about this kind of bargaining with God.  We can make promises to 
God that we cannot keep, or that we fail to keep later. 
 

Note:  This surrender of her son was no small thing.  She was dedicating him what to what is 
called the Nazirite vow, described in Numbers 6.  It was a vow of extreme dedication to the 
service of the Lord.  In keeping this vow, Samuel would be set apart for the most intense devotion 
to God. 
 



And Hannah follows through on her commitment and her surrender.  The next time Elkannah goes 
up to the house of the Lord… 
 
1 Samuel 1:22 (NIV) - Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, “After the boy is weaned, I 
will take him and present him before the LORD, and he will live there always.” 
 
1 Samuel 1:24 (NIV) - After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along 
with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house 
of the LORD at Shiloh. 
 
Having brought the boy Samuel to Eli, Hannah says to the man of God… 
 
1 Samuel 1:27-28 (NIV) - I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of 
him. 28 So now I give him to the LORD. For his whole life he will be given over to the LORD.” 
And he worshiped the LORD there. 
 
Wow!  This is how God’s grace works in and through a mother.  And that grace flows right into the 
life of her children.  Parents, what a challenge this is to us to pray that our kids will be set apart for 
the purposes of God … not just to the good life, but to the purposes of God. 
 
A mother’s sorrow gives way to a mother’s supplication which gives way to a mother’s surrender, 
which gives way to …  
 
4. A MOTHER’S SONG (2:1-2) 
 
To see God move in such a way thrilled the heart of this godly woman, and she erupts in praise to 
God, mostly likely recorded in Scripture as a song. 
 
1 Samuel 2:1-2 (NIV) - Then Hannah prayed and said: “My heart rejoices in the LORD; in the 
LORD my horn is lifted high. My mouth boasts over my enemies, for I delight in your 
deliverance. 2 “There is no one holy like the LORD; there is no one besides you; there is no Rock 
like our God. 
 
Now if it wasn’t clear to you earlier, it ought to be clear to you now.  Hannah was not just interested 
in getting something for herself that would satisfy her needs (in the way of a son).  Her great interest 
was the glory of God.   
 

Scholars estimate that the child may have been as young as three or four years old when his 
mother brought him to the house of God and presented him there to spend the rest of his life 
serving God. 

 
Do you see that?  Hannah’s highest interest was not just to have a child, but to have a child that 
would take his place squarely in the activity of God in his generation.   
 
It was the glory of God that ultimately brought joy to the heart of this tremendous woman. 
 



ILLUSTRATION – Years ago I read the story of the tragic circumstances in the life of a great 
preacher and Christian leader John Edmund Haggai.  He and his wife Christine went through the 
heartbreaking experience of having a son who was severely injured during childbirth.  John Haggai 
gives a great tribute to his wife Christine in one of his books:  (See quote from Swindoll, Improving 
Your Serve, pp.78-79.) 
 
 


