
Text:  Luke 2:41-51  
Title:  “Where’s Jesus?” 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The month of December is an important time for us as believers as we take the opportunity to 
remember God’s magnificent gift to us in His Son Jesus Christ.  Tonight our children will be having 
their Christmas Cookie Theater in the CMC.  Of course, next Sunday we will have Wintley Phipps.  
The concert at 6:00 will feature Wintley along with our own Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra.  The 
climax of our celebration is the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.  This year we have a really 
special feature that I believe will be very touching.  So let’s adore Jesus this season. 
 
In the past two weeks our church has had a marvelous touch with our community.  Anthony Galata, 
Minister of Missions, shared with me over the weekend that … 
 

During the Thanksgiving Celebration we had over 1100 people from the community come for 
a time of worship. At the invitation time we had dozens come forward for various 
commitments.  Anthony told me that we had collected 643 frozen turkeys, and we had 643 
families in line to receive turkeys.  God provided exactly what we needed.  Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 
This past Thursday and Friday we had the Christmas Store.  Once again God moved as we 
gave families in our community the opportunity to come and select gifts for their children, 
provided through the generosity of our church.  Families have to make an appointment to 
come to the Christmas Store; and we provided gifts for 900 children.  But most importantly, 
we shared the Gospel with each family who came through the Christmas Store, and 234 
indicate they desired to receive Christ as their Savior. 
 
I want to say thanks to Community Ministries leadership team, and the hundreds of volunteers 
who have participated over the past two weeks.   
 

Let’s pray and give thanks! 
 
Turn with me Luke 2:41.  This is an amazing portion of God’s Word because it gives us a glimpse 
into something that we do not see anywhere else in the Bible … the early years of Jesus’ life.  We 
have a great amount of detail about Jesus’ birth, but we don’t know much about the rest of his 
childhood.  What was he like as a boy?  What did he do when he was a child?  Well, all that the Holy 
Spirit apparently wanted us to know is contained here in these few verses.  Let’s read vv.41-51. 
 
ILLUSTRATION - Are you already feeling stressed by the Christmas season?  Well, I have to 
confess to you, I got my annual dose of Christmas stress this past week as I put up my outdoor lights.  
I’m sure that when Paul said, “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice,” never had to put 
up Christmas lights.  I was wrapping the columns of our front porch with lights.  But before I put the 
lights up I checked them to see that they worked.  But after I wrapped the columns and plugged in 
the lights … you guessed it, one of the strings wasn’t working.  I would have been great if it was the 
last string on the column, so I would only have to unwrap one.  No, it was the one at the very top.  I 



had to completely unwrap the whole column to replace the one string that didn’t work.  I have to 
confess, I thought some things that were not very Christ-like.  And I should probably come forward 
at the invitation to rededicate my life this morning. 

 
Well, I’m somewhat comforted by the knowledge that Jesus’ family also had a difficult time staying 
connected with Jesus during a holiday season.  What was supposed to be a holy-day, and a holy-
season, became a very stressful time for Jesus’ family. 
 
Has a holy-day become just a holiday for us?  Well there are three words that will help us keep Jesus 
at the center of this special time of the year. 
 
1. REFLECT (vv.41-42) 
 
We must reflect on that which is central to Christmas. 
 
Luke 2:41 (NIV) - Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. 
 
Passover … We’ve been talking about the Passover in our study of Exodus.  God instituted the 
Passover and the week-long Feast of Unleavened Bread to commemorate God’s miraculous and 
powerful deliverance of His people from the bondage of Egypt. 

 
Now it is some 1500 years later, and we see God’s people still observing the Passover.  It’s that 
great?  God’s people need to be reminded, generation after generation, about the powerful activity of 
God.   
 

There are two special times each year … Christmas and Easter … markers on our calendars as 
God’s people when we deliberately reflect. 

 
Note:  Initially the Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread was observed by households in their 
homes, but the Law later stipulated that the celebration was to take place in Jerusalem.  All able-
bodied men were required to go to Jerusalem each year for the Passover.  And often they brought 
their families with them. 
 
And Jesus’ family was a godly family that made it a habit to faithfully observe the Law. 
 
Luke 2:42 (NIV) - When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the 
custom. 
 
Now for the people of God, these festivals like Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were 
great cultural experiences.  Families got together.  They travelled together to Jerusalem if possible, 
like Jesus’ family did on this particular occasion. 
 

ILLUSTRATION – Story about our travels when our children were little.  We had a station 
wagon that was loaded.  We looked like the Beverly Hillbilly’s loaded up on their old Model 
T.  We got everything packed in the car and realized we didn’t have room for the kids. 

 



Now Jesus and His family had set out to observe a holiday or “holy-day” together.  It says that Jesus 
was 12 years old.  When a Jewish boy turned 13 he became fully accountable for the keeping of the 
law … a “son of the commandment.” 
 
So it was all great fun … but the most important thing they did was to worship.  Sacrifices and 
offerings were made.  They reflected on the awesome activity of God in their behalf.  And the 
reminder of God’s activity moved them to worship. 
 
APPLICATION:  Listen, if we don’t build this into the routine of reflection into our lives, we will 
forget … and we will miss tremendous opportunities to worship.   

 
And as we reflect we may discover that there are some things we have neglected in our relationship 
with God.  That’s the next thing that will help us keep Jesus at the center of our Christmas holiday. 
 
2. REDISCOVER (vv.43-45) 
 
We must rediscover what has been neglected. 
 
Luke 2:43 (NIV) - After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy 
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 
 
Now as I said earlier, the families would travel in a large caravan.  Scholars tell us that the women 
and the children went ahead, followed by the men, followed by the bigger boys.  Mary and Joseph 
perhaps thought that Jesus was at the back of the caravan with the older boys.  But not so! 
 
Luke 2:44 (NIV) - Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they 
began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 
 
You see, at night when the caravan stopped and families regrouped, Mary and Joseph discovered that 
Jesus was no where to be found.  Mary maybe said to Joseph, “Wasn’t Jesus with you?”  Joseph 
replied, “No, I thought he was with you.” 
 

ILLUSTRATION – Parents, you know exactly how this can happen with kids going in 
different directions.  Most Sundays we come to church in two cars.  When our children were 
little, we got home from church one Sunday night and realized that we had left one of our kids 
at church.  Nan said, “Where’s Allison?”  I replied, “I don’t know.  I thought she was with 
you.”  Well that’s what happened with Mary and Joseph. 

 
You see, there in the heart of their religious life, in the holy city of Jerusalem, in the midst of one of 
their holiest days, Mary and Joseph did what you and have done so often … they lost track of Jesus.   
 
The relationship didn’t change.  Jesus was still their son; they were still his earthly parents.  The 
relationship didn’t change; but their fellowship did change. 
 



Note:  Mary and Joseph didn’t lose Jesus because they didn’t like him … or because they didn’t love 
him … or because they were angry with him.  They lost Jesus the same way you and I lose Him … 
by neglect. 
 

Because they were not walking and talking with Jesus, they found out that at some point Jesus 
went one direction and they went another. It’s easy for those who us know are related to Jesus 
by the new birth to lose our sense of nearness to Him … to lose our intimacy with Him in the 
mad rush of life, particularly during the holidays.  We stop walking and talking with Jesus, and 
before long we realize that we aren’t where He is. 
 

Now how could this happen?  I think there are two reasons: 
• Distractions – The Scripture tells us in v.43 that they were “unaware” that Jesus had gone one 

way and they had gone the other.   How could this happen?  Probably because they were 
distracted by other things.  Sometimes even good things can distracted from the best things.  

  
• Presumptions – We’re told in v.44 that Mary and Joseph were “thinking he was in their 

company,”  when He really wasn’t. 
 
ILLUSTRATION – Years ago we had some members of our church in New Mexico have a very 
memorable experience like this.  Ed and Sue Lee like to travel in their pickup truck that had a camper 
shell on the back.  On long trips, sometimes Sue would climb into the camper shell to sleep while Ed 
drove.  One night they were driving across a remote part of Arizona, and Ed stopped to fill up with 
gas.  When he went inside to pay, Sue woke up and decided she needed to go to the restroom.  
Meanwhile Ed walks back out to the truck, and without looking inside to check on Sue, he drove off.  
Ed had been driving down the highway for probably a half hour when a highway patrolman pulled 
him over and asked, “Are you Ed Lee?”  “Yes.”  “Your wife asked me to stop you and ask if you 
would kindly come back and get her at the gas station you just left.” 

 
So how do we rediscover what we’ve neglected?  We do what Mary and Joseph did in v.45. 
 
Luke 2:45 (NIV) - When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 
 
We need to take responsibility for our walk with Jesus and our relationship with Him. 
 
Seeking the Lord… 

• In our times of quiet communion before the Lord.  Don’t neglect your quiet time during the 
holidays. 

• In our fellowship with God’s people.  We need each other.   
• In our worship … and, oh, what great worship opportunities we have at Christmas. 
• In our acts of service and sharing with others. 

 
That leads me to the last word that helps us keep from loosing Jesus in the holidays… 
 
3. RECOMMIT 
 



We have to use this season to recommit ourselves to that which is proclaimed and revealed at 
Christmas. 
 
Luke 2:46 (NIV) - After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 
 
They had traveled one day’s journey away from the city; it took them a second day to get back; they 
found Him on the following day. 

 
Luke 2:47 (NIV) - Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 

 
After three days they found Him in the temple courts. When Jesus was found, He was interacting 
with the teachers of the Law, listening and asking intelligent questions. Everyone was “amazed.”   
 
This was an emotionally charged moment.  The word “amazed” means to be “beside themselves in 
amazement.”  This was truly a remarkable boy. 

 
Luke 2:48 (NIV) - When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, 
“Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for 
you.” 
 
When Mary and Joseph saw Him, they were “astonished.”  The word means to be “struck out of their 
senses,” perhaps with joy.  But then that joy gave way to anger as Mary said, “We’ve been anxiously 
searching for you.”  The word “anxious” literally means “tormented.”  What parent doesn’t 
understand that feeling when they’ve been separated from their child. 
 
Well, Jesus replies here in v.49 with the very first recorded words of the Savior. 

 
Luke 2:49 (NIV) - “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be 
in my Father’s house?” 
 
Two things strike me about Jesus’ response: 
 
First, the first recorded words of Jesus in the Gospels … typical teenager … “why?”  But Jesus was 
not being disrespectful to them. 

 
Second, we learn here that by the time Jesus was 12 years old He understood His mission on earth.  
Literally what Jesus means here is that He had to be about His Father’s business.  At that time, the 
activity of God revolved around the temple, the house of God.  And that understanding propelled 
Jesus through His life on this earth. 

 
John 4:34 (NIV) - “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to 
finish his work. 
 
John 5:17 (NIV) - Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, 
and I, too, am working.” 



 
John 9:4 (NIV) - As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is 
coming, when no one can work. 
 
John 17:4 (NIV) - I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave 
me to do. 
 

However, His parents did not understand this. 
 
Luke 2:50 (NIV) - But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
 
Listen, it is so easy for us as believers to get caught up in the madness of a holiday that’s supposed to 
be a holy-day, and find that we haven’t been walking and talking with Jesus.  And somewhere in all 
of that Jesus goes one way and we go another … to the point that while Jesus is about the Father’s 
business, we are off on some other tangent. 
 
Luke 2:51 (NIV) - Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But 
his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
 
Children, look at that.  Jesus was obedient to His earthly parents. 
 
Interesting … Mary didn’t understand, but she still treasured all these things in her heart.  What an 
amazing statement!  There are a lot of things we don’t understand, but rather than just blow it off, we 
store it away in our hearts, knowing that one day everything we be clear. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
So here’s the question:  Where’s Jesus?  If you’ve been walking and talking with Jesus everyday, 
chances are you are right in step with Him, doing His will and the will of the Father. 
 
But if you’ve not been walking and talking with Jesus, there’s a good chance that somewhere along 
the way you’ve go one direction when Jesus went another. 
 
And the great thing about Jesus is this:  Where here in the story Mary and Joseph went searching for 
Jesus, now Jesus comes looking for us.  There’s a great picture of this in the last book of the Bible. 
 
Revelation 3:20 (NIV) - Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice 
and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 
 
 


