
Text:  Exodus 12:1-14 
Title:  “Don’t Pass Over the Passover” Pt.1 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
SONG – “Jesus Saves”:  “Freedom’s calling, chains are falling, hope is dawning bright and true.  
Day is breaking, night is quaking. God is making all things new.  Jesus saves.” 
 
That’s the message of Exodus.  You see, the great story of deliverance that we find on the pages of 
Exodus is part of what someone has called “a scarlet thread” that runs right through the Bible.  And 
at the other end of the thread is the glorious deliverance that comes at the Cross of Jesus Christ.  
There is a powerful link between the Passover and the sacrificing of the Passover Lamb that we will 
study this morning, and the Lord Jesus Christ, or as John the Baptist said, “The Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world.”   

 
1 Corinthians 5:7b (NIV) - Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 
 
This “scarlet thread” starts in Genesis and ends in the last book of the  Bible where… 
 
Revelation 5:12 (NIV) - In a loud voice they sang: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to 
receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” 

 
Open your Bibles to Exodus 12.  Here we have what is arguably one of the most important chapters 
in the entire Bible. 
 
Exodus 12 tells us of the crucial preparations that Israel was to make on the night the final plague 
would come upon Egypt because Pharaoh would not let God’s people go.  The death angel would 
pass through Egypt, the eve of Israel’s exodus from Egypt, resulting in the death of the firstborn 
son’s of the Egyptians (along with the firstborn of the cattle).   
 

But Exodus 12 also tells of a perpetual celebration that was to take place for the generations to 
come … a celebration that would be observed right up to the very night when Jesus Christ 
gathered His disciples together to observe the Passover, on the eve of His crucifixion. And at 
the Cross of Calvary, the final Lamb would be sacrificed for the sins of all the world.  The 
final Passover would be observed and completely fulfilled on that fateful day when Jesus was 
crucified for our sins. 
 

So it is important that we not “pass over the Passover.”  Let’s look at what it involves.  God is truly 
making all things new.  He would establish for His people … 

 
1. A NEW CALENDAR 
 
Exodus 12:1 (NIV) - The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 
 
Exodus 12:2 (NIV) - “This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. 
 



The Jewish nation in the OT had two calendars.  One was their civil calendar year which began 
during our September.  The other calendar was their religious calendar which is apparently 
implemented here for the first time where the first month of this new calendar was marked by the 
events of the Passover and the exodus that followed.  Amazing!   
 
God gave His people a new calendar.  But also on this incredible day, God established His people as 
… 
2. A NEW COMMUNITY 
 
Exodus 12:3a (NIV) - Tell the whole community of Israel … 
 
This is the first time Israel is called a “community,” or “congregation.”  (See also v.6.)  The “whole 
community of Israel” is knit together by this observance.  God is forming a new community that is 
uniquely tied to proclaiming His glory among the nations everywhere they go. 
 
So God gave them a new calendar, made them a new community, and also He gave them … 
 
3. A NEW CELEBRATION 
 
This new celebration is known as the Passover.  They were to celebrate as they prepared to leave 
Egypt on this last night in bondage.  And they would observe it for the generations to come. 
 

But friends, do you see the connection with the life we have today in Jesus Christ?  When we 
are saved our life starts over … a new calendar … a new beginning.  If anyone is in Christ, 
they are a new creation.  Old things have passed away and all things have become new.  The 
day you are saved, everything starts over from that point for you.  And we become part of a 
new community called the church which is Christ’s Body. 

 
And in this community we have a new celebration of our new life in Jesus Christ where we 
never forget how Jesus redeemed us from death.  God is saying, “I don’t want you to ever get 
over what I have done for you.  Don’t ever forget how I delivered you from bondage.” 

 
All this is pictured in a powerful way in the first Passover that is described for us here in Exodus 12.  
Now let’s see what this new celebration involves … this new commemoration.  You see there are 
preparations that were to be made for this special time.  
 

ILLUSTRATION - We’re approaching Thanksgiving, so you understand a little of the 
advance preparations that go on for a special celebration that involves a meal.  Thanksgiving is 
a couple of weeks away, but the ladies in my family have been emailing back and forth for 
weeks now planning the menu. 
 

So the first Passover at the Exodus, and all the other ones that followed, required preparations. 
 
THE LAMB WAS SELECTED 
 



Exodus 12:3 (NIV) - Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month 
each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. 
 

The lamb was to be carefully watched and examined for four days.  We’ll see why in a second.  
 

Exodus 12:4 (NIV) - If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with 
their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to 
determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. 
 

The celebration of Passover was centered in homes.  And if a family was small and not able to 
eat an entire animal, arrangements could be made to share the meal with another family 
nearby.  In this way they could conserve. 
 

Exodus 12:5 (NIV) - The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you 
may take them from the sheep or the goats. 
 

So each family must select the finest, fittest year-old lamb or goat from their flocks.  They 
were to watch it closely for four days.  Why?  Well, it was to have no defects, no flaws.   

 
The animal was to be perfect … not because they taste better than imperfect ones … but because this 
animal was to be a sacrifice for the people in that household.  And for the sacrifice to be acceptable, 
it must be perfect. 
 
And here again you see how beautifully Jesus fulfilled this for us.  This Scripture is clearly pointing 
forward to God’s plan for dealing with man’s sin problem. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV) - God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God. 
 
1 Peter 1:18-20 (NIV) - You were redeemed … with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb 
without blemish or defect. 20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed 
in these last times for your sake. 
 
Do you see connection?  So the Lamb was selected.  Next… 
 
THE LAMB WAS SLAIN 
 
Exodus 12:6 (NIV) - Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the 
people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 

 
Now the family had watched that innocent lamb for four days.  Then came the next step.  Late in the 
afternoon the lamb was to be killed.   

 
Note:  God was about deliver Israel out of Egypt, but they were not automatically exempt from 
the last plague.  In a sense, every household in Egypt was under the threat of death, but God 
provided a covering for His people. 



 
You see, God’s holiness demands that He judge sin, and the price is costly, indeed.  But He is also 
merciful and provides a way to escape through a sacrifice.  
 
And again, the connection with Jesus in the New Testament is unmistakable. 
 
1 Corinthians 5:7b (NIV) - Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 
 
This is important:  At the first Passover at the Exodus there was one lamb sacrificed for the sins of a 
household.  Later when God gave the Law through Moses, a sacrificial system was set up so that 
once a year one lamb was sacrificed for the sins of a nation.  But all that pointed toward the day 
when God would have one last and final sacrifice made for the sins of men … Jesus Christ … the 
Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world … one Lamb for the sins of all the world. 
 
1 Peter 2:24 (NIV) - He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree (the Cross), so that we 
might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 
 
1 John 2:2 (NIV) - He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the 
sins of the whole world. 
 
Now back to Exodus.   
 
Exodus 12:7 (NIV) - Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of 
the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 
 
For the sacrifice to be effective the blood of that lamb had to be applied to the doorframe of the 
house.  We’re told later in Exodus 12 that they were to take a branch of the hyssop plant, dip it in the 
blood and brush it on the top and sides of the doorframe.  What would this accomplish?  Look down 
to… 
 

Exodus 12:13 (NIV) - The blood will be a sign for you on the houses were you are; and 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I 
strike Egypt. 
 

This is what happens when we put our trust in Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord … the blood of 
Christ is applied to our lives.  And God’s judgment against sin will “pass over” us. 
 
Ephesians 1:7 - In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 
accordance with the riches of God’s grace… 
 
So the lamb was selected, slain, and then … 
 
THE LAMB WAS SERVED 
 
Exodus 12:8 (NIV) - That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with 
bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 



 
A meal was to be served, featuring the lamb that had been killed.  Can you imagine how the land of 
Goshen smelled like with a couple of million people having a big lamb cookout?  You could have 
smelled those lamb chops cooking for miles around!  The bitter herbs and bread without yeast was 
very important, as well, as we will see next week. 
 

And their eating of the meal demonstrated their faith.  They were obeying the command of 
God, not fully understanding what all of this meant, only that God was providing for their 
protection through this lamb.  To eat was to trust and obey. 

 
Exodus 12:9 (NIV) - Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire—
head, legs and inner parts. 
 
Now the lamb was to be kept whole as it is cooked, so it wasn’t boiled in water.  That would have 
caused the meat to separate from the bone.  And the bones would have had to be broken apart to get 
the meat into the pot.  So the lamb was roasted whole over a fire.  Later Moses would remind them… 
 
Numbers 9:12a (NIV) - They must not leave any of it till morning or break any of its bones.  
 
The Bible tells us that when Jesus was crucified the soldiers came and broke the legs of those 
crucified on either side of Jesus.  This was done to speed up their death so the bodies could be 
removed before the Sabbath began.  But when they came to Jesus they found that he was already 
dead, and they didn’t break his legs.  And John in his Gospel says this about that: 

 
John 19:36 (NIV) - These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not 
one of his bones will be broken,” 

 
What an incredible picture we have in the Passover of the Lord Jesus. 
 

Exodus 12:10 (NIV) - Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must 
burn it. 
 
Exodus 12:11 (NIV) - This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your 
sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD’s Passover. 
 
This is the original “fast food.”  The people were to eat the entire meal quickly while dressed ready 
for travel.  The exodus was about to happen.  God was about to deliver them out of their old way of 
life.   

 
So what was all this supposed to accomplish?  The Lord explains… 
 
Exodus 12:12 (NIV) - “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every 
firstborn—both men and animals—and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am 
the LORD. 
 



Exodus 12:13 (NIV) - The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I 
see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. 
 
Note:  The word for “pass over” doesn’t just mean that God will overlook something or someone or 
some household.  The word carries a fuller meaning than that.  It has in it the idea of protection … of 
standing guard over something.  It was not just that the Lord passed by the houses of the Israelites, 
but that He stood guard, protecting each blood-marked door. 

 
Romans 8:1 (NIV) - Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus, 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:9 (NIV) - For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
CONCLUSION – Just think about the Hebrew slaves through Egypt that night.  They were thinking 
… “This is my last day as a slave … my last night in bondage.  This changes everything for me … a 
new beginning … a new calendar … a new community … a new celebration. 
 
Friend, that’s what Jesus Christ came to accomplish … a new beginning for you.  This could be your 
last day wondering if you will go to heaven or hell when you die. This could be your last day in 
bondage to a sinful habit or attitude.  Christ, our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed. 
 
“Freedom’s calling, chains are falling, hope is dawning bright and true.  Day is breaking, night is 
quaking. God is making all things new.  Jesus saves.” 
 


