
Text:  Hebrews 13:5-6 
Title:  “I Promise … To Provide” Pt.2 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Open your Bibles with me to Hebrews 13:5-6.  As you are turning let me encourage you again about 
the importance of providing the workers we need to minister to our preschoolers and children in our 
new Children’s Ministry Center.  That building, as tremendous at is, will not touch the lives of boys 
and girls.  People will touch their lives.  “For the Children … For God’s Glory” is not primarily 
about a building.  It is about one generation telling the next generation about the great works of God 
in Jesus Christ.  A building cannot do that; people do that.  So let me encourage you to pray seriously 
about this need, and step forward to volunteer.  Now let’s read Hebrews 13:5-6 once again. 
 
“I will not be afraid…”  Those words are a great challenge for us in these tough economic times.  
People are gripped with worries and fears about money.   Will we be able to pay our bills?  Will we 
have enough money to live on when we retire?  What happens if we have a catastrophic illness?   
 
Well in this series I’m preaching on the very great and precious promises of God, we are not 
surprised that God has promised His provision for us in times when we worry about money.  But it 
may surprise you the way God approaches us in this matter.  As we saw last week, the first thing the 
Holy Spirit issues, before the promise, is a challenge. 
 
1. A RADICAL CHALLENGE 
 
Hebrews 13:5a (NIV) – Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what 
you have… 
 
ON SCREEN - This is a call to live without covetousness, and to live with contentment. 
 
Covetousness is essentially “the love of money” … the obsession with having more and more and 
more.  Contentment, on the other hand, says “What I have in terms of this world’s possessions is 
enough.” 
 
And as I said last week, the Holy Spirit is calling us out on this.  I can’t think of a more radical 
challenge to issue to Christians in this commercialistic 21st century in America than to live without 
covetousness, and to live with contentment … joyful simplicity and sacrificial generosity. 
 
ILLUSTRATION - And it’s tough because most of us have been taught to value of money.  This 
past week someone told me a really funny story about a husband and wife who went to Hawaii, but 
being the very frugal people they were, they agreed that they would cut out all the frills.  Their motto 
was “a dollar is a dollar,” and they would save every dollar they could. But the husband said, 
“Honey, I really would like to take one of those helicopter rides over the islands.”  It cost $50 a 
person to ride the helicopter and the wife said to her husband, “Remember fifty dollars is fifty 
dollars.”  Well the pilot of the helicopter overheard this conversation and said to the couple, “I tell 
you what I will do.  I will let you both ride for $50.  But there’s one condition.  You can’t say a word 



or make a noise during the ride.  If you do, I will charge you both $50.  Remember, not a sound out 
of you.”   
 

Well the wife reluctantly agrees, and they both get into the back seat of the helicopter, fasten 
their seat belts, and the helicopter takes off.  Well the pilot took them on a ride like you 
couldn’t imagine.  He banked and rolled and went into steep climbs and falls with that 
helicopter.  In the back of the helicopter, not a word could be heard.  When they landed the 
pilot was really surprised that they had kept the deal … even more surprised when he turned to 
see that the wife was not in the back seat.  The husband explained, “In one of those steep turns 
you made my wife fell out of the helicopter.”  The pilot said, “Why didn’t you say something,” 
The husband replied, “Hey, fifty dollars is fifty dollars.” 
 

LITERAL TRANSLATION – “Let your manner of life be without love of money, being 
satisfied with your present circumstances.” 
 

Many of us are making ourselves miserable wishing we had more money, or a bigger 
retirement nest egg, or a different house, or a different husband or wife, or a different boss.  
And the Lord issues this radical call and challenge to us to learn to be content with our present 
circumstances.   
 

And that, by the way, is something about contentment.  It is learned.  Turn with me to Philippians 
4:11-13.  The book of Philippians is one of my favorite books in the Bible.  It’s actually a long 
thank-you note written from Paul to the church in Philippi to thank them for their generous giving 
toward Paul’s ministry.  Apparently, out of their great poverty they had found the grace to be 
amazingly generous to Paul.  Yet Paul says this… 
 

Philippians 4:11 (NIV) – I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to 
be content whatever the circumstances. 
 
Philippians 4:12 (NIV) – I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have 
plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well 
fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 
 
Philippians 4:13 (NIV) – I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 

 
And there we have a hint that we cannot live this way … in joyful simplicity and sacrificial 
generosity … without the help of the Lord.  And so this radical challenge is followed by … 
 
2. A SUPPORTING PROMISE 
 
Go back now to … 
 
Hebrews 13:5b (NIV) – Because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake 
you.”  
 



This life of joyful simplicity and sacrificial generosity is possible because we have the personal 
support of the Lord of the universe.   
 
Now you may notice that this promise is in quotes.  The writer of Hebrews is quoting a promise 
found in the OT.  This promise comes from an episode in the book of Deuteronomy when Moses was 
passing the mantle of leadership to Joshua.  In the course of Moses’ challenge to Joshua, he reassures 
him of this: 
 

Deuteronomy 31:6 (NIV) - Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified 
because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor 
forsake you.” 

 
Joshua was facing a courage deficit.  He was facing the greatest challenge of his life and he 
needed to be reassured that God would be with him. 
 

And the Hebrews, who received the letter needed it as well.  Let’s look carefully at this promise in 
Hebrews 13:5.  Notice it says… 
 
Hebrews 13:5b (NIV) – Because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake 
you.”  
 
“God has said…” – in the original language that is what is called a perfect tense verb.  There’s 
nothing like it in the English language.  The perfect tense indicates completed action with ongoing 
results.  The statement has been made long ago, and the authority of that statement continues to this 
day and forever. 
 

Do you see it?  God stated it long ago for all His people … and the fact hasn’t changed; it 
never will!   
 
Furthermore, the Greek text says, “God, Himself, has said…”  That is this is an emphatic 
statement from the God of the universe. 
 

And what has He said?  “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” 
 

In fact, the wording here in the NT reference is incredible.  Literally it is, “I will never, never 
leave you; I will never, never, never leave you behind.” 
 
It’s as if God is saying to Joshua, and to us, “Put it out of your heads that you could ever live a 
single day that I won’t be with you.” 
 

The words “leave” and “forsake” in the NIV are words that mean essentially the same thing.  The 
word “leave” means “to leave without support.”  It was a word that was used of turning loose of 
something.  So God has said, “I will never turn loose of you.  I’ve got hold of you, and I won’t let 
go.”   
 



The word “forsake” means just that.  I will never abandon you.  It means to leave someone in 
distress.  And God says, “I will not leave you or forsake you while you are going through this 
adversity.” 

 
It’s the Greek equivalent of the word that Jesus used when He was hanging on the Cross and He 
cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

 
You see, when Christ died on the Cross of Calvary, He took our sins upon Himself … He 
became sin for us, and died to pay the penalty for that sin.  With all the sins of all the world of 
all the ages heaped on Christ, God judged our sin in the death of Christ, and part of that 
judgment Christ endured for us was the agony of the Father turning away from our sin heaped 
on Christ. 
 
But, of course, we know also about the resurrection.  The Bible also says this:   
 
Acts 2:31 (NIV) – (Christ) was not abandoned (same word used in Hebrews 13:5) to the 
grave, nor did his body see decay. 
 
So the momentary judgment caused the Father to turn away from the One who bore our sins.  
But God didn’t abandon Jesus in the grave, but after three days He raised Jesus from the dead.  
He didn’t abandon Jesus, and He will never abandon you, dear child of God. 

 
Remember, the writer of Hebrews is writing to people who have come to faith in Christ and are 
undergoing great adversity for their faith.  He says to them, “I want you to live your life free of the 
love of money, and be content with what you have.”  And this is supported by a promise. 
 

But do you see that this promise is not that God would give them something … but that He 
would give them Someone … Himself.  It’s not “what” He promised, but “who” He promised. 
 

God is saying through this, “When you face financial and material adversity, don’t be obsessed with 
money and the stuff it buys.  Instead listen to and look to me.  I will never leave you or forsake you.  
I will be enough for you, no matter what you lack or what you have.  I will be your supply.” 
 

Now here’s the big question:  Is that enough for you?  Could it be that your life is gripped with 
fear in the face of these uncertain economic times because you have not heard God say, “I will 
never, never leave you … I will never, never, never forsake you.” 

 
One of our favorite promises is found in … 
 
Philippians 4:19 (NIV) – And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches 
in Christ Jesus. 
 

Notice it doesn’t say “according to his glorious riches in a Swiss bank.”  No, his glorious 
riches are in a Person, Jesus Christ. 
 



ILLUSTRATION – I remember as a boy growing up I had no fears about my needs being provided.  
I didn’t know where the next meal was coming from, or my school clothes, or whatever.  I didn’t 
know any of that, and I didn’t really care.  I knew my dad.  That was enough.  I trusted that He would 
provide for our family’s needs.  Knowing him and trusting him was enough for me. 

 
So this radical calling to a joyful simplicity and a sacrificial generosity is followed by a supporting 
promises, which is followed by what I will call …  
 
3. A CONFIDENT LIFE-STATEMENT 
 
Hebrews 13:6 (NIV) - So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 
What can man do to me?” 
 
I can be happy living with simplicity.  I can be happy living with generosity, because I’m supported 
by the Presence of my Lord.  And so in the face of uncertain times I can live with confidence and say 
with confidence, “The Lord is my helper.” 
 
The word for “confidence” means “courage.”  Remember, Joshua maybe lacked confidence in his 
ability to face the future.  But God’s presence gave Him courage and confidence to face the 
challenge. 
 
“So we say…” – or literally, “we keep on saying…” 
 
This is actually a quote as well. 
 
Psalm 118:5-7 (NIV) - In my anguish I cried to the LORD, and he answered by setting me free. 6 

The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me? 7 The LORD is with me; he 
is my helper. I will look in triumph on my enemies. 
 
“The Lord is my helper…” – the word for “helper” is one who brings help in time of need.  O, this 
is a rich word.  It means one who responds to a cry for help. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
ILLUSTRATION – Most of us remember in the first moments after those fateful events of 
September 11, 2001 when the terrorists’ planes crashed into the World Trade Center towers.  We 
remember the heroic actions of those who are called “first responders.”  They heard the cries for help 
high up in those office towers.  And they responded.  They were the ones running into the building 
when everyone else was running out.   
 
And you need to know today that if that is the instinct of a mere human, how much more is it the 
heart of our loving Father in heaven. 
 
And then our prayers will change from saying, “God I need more money” to “God I need more of 
You!” 
 


