
Text: Acts 2:42-47 
Title: “A Winning Team” 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Open your Bibles with me to Acts 2:42.  This morning I want to talk to you about “A Winning 
Team.”   I’m not talking about Ohio State or LSU in the BCS championship game, I’m talking about 
God’s winning team … and not the Dallas Cowboys. I’m talking about the church.  We read in 
Scripture what this winning team looks like.  Read text.   
 
Can you just imagine what this would look like?  These early believers were overwhelmed with the 
grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit in their midst.  They were hungry to grow in their 
knowledge of God and to experience love for one another in a way they had never known before. 
 

This is what I long to see in our church.  You see, there is a fullness of life that is available to 
us individually and corporately.  I want us to truly experience the genuine presence of God in 
our midst.  I long for us to experience the level of life and love that was evident here in Acts 2 
… That we would become an A2C … an Acts 2 Community (A2C).  This can come only from 
above. 
 

And God wants the same for us.  God is eager to draw near to us. 
 

2 Chronicles 16:9 (NIV) - For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to 
strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.  
 
God wants to do this kind of work among us.  We don’t have to twist His arm. 

 
Now look at Acts 2 again.  Let’s work backwards from the bottom line in the text.  If this is what 
God did in that church in Jerusalem, I believe we have every reason to expect that God would want 
to do these same things in our church in 2008 and beyond. 
 
This morning, I want to challenge our church to lay claim to this A2C in prayer.  For the next year, 
what would happen if we prayed this passage over our church?  I believe God will respond to our 
heart’s cry. 
 
QUOTE:  In his book entitled Prayer, Philip Yancey writes:  
 

“As Jesus once prayed for (His disciples), now he prays for us… In fact, the New Testament's 
only glimpse of what Jesus is doing right now depicts him at the right hand of God 'interceding 
for us.' In three years of active ministry, Jesus changed the moral landscape of the planet. For 
nearly two thousand years since, he has been using another tactic: prayer.” 

 
Let’s agree together in prayer God to build this Acts 2 Community in our church.  There’s power in 
agreement in prayer. 
 



“Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be 
done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three come together in my 
name, there am I with them.” Matthew 18:19-20 (NIV) 

 
So just look again at Acts 2.  Let’s start at the bottom line. 
 
Let’s agree together in prayer to God for… 
 
1. People to be saved on a daily basis through the members and ministries of our church (Acts 

1:8;2:47b) 
 
Acts 2:47b (NIV) - And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.  
 

Wouldn’t that be great?  To see people coming to Christ every day through the members and the 
ministries of our church.  One day it would be someone coming to Christ through the Friendship 
House for neighborhood ladies.  One day it might be a student leading a friend to Christ at lunch.  
One day it would be someone being saved in a worship service.  Wouldn’t that be great? 

 
Now if we are asking God to do something, we ask in faith.  And faith is not just wishing something 
would happen, it is expecting something will happen, and then cooperating with God as He does it. 

 
This will mean that through the members and ministries of our church the Gospel will be proclaimed.  
People will not be saved unless we are obedient to what Christ told us to do. 

 
Acts 1:8 (NIV) - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 

Church, we do not exist for ourselves.  We exist for those who are not yet part of us.  In Acts 2 we 
see a church where this was the bottom line … it was the result of all the other healthy factors in the 
church. 

 
APPLICATION/STRATEGIC ACTION  

 
• This will happen as we take seriously our continued focus to “Make Friends.” 

 
ILLUSTRATION – I recently read the results of a 2007 survey that indicated that 82 percent 
of the un-churched people surveyed were receptive to attending church if invited and escorted 
by a friend.  Sadly, however, only 21 percent of church-going Christians who were surveyed 
had invited someone to church in 2006 

 
• This will happen when all of our ministries look for ways to introduce people to Jesus, and to 

not just to think about what we like to do.  This is happening in our community ministries.  
God is really working here.   

 



We have a team of people who will be looking at the expansion of our community ministries.  
We want to bring on a church planter who will help us in establishing a strong congregation 
for Hispanics in our city. 
 

• The new preschool and children’s building will be a great vehicle for reaching children and 
winning them to Christ.  We have great plans for the opening of that building and the year that 
will follow with a series of events.   

 
Let me take this opportunity to encourage you to continue to pray and to give.  Our contractor 
tells us they may be finished with the building by the end of June.  We hope to move into the 
new building by the end of August.  If we will move in with the building paid for, we need to 
continue to pray and give. 
 

Let’s agree together in prayer to God for people to be saved on a daily basis through the 
members and ministries of our church. 

 
Let’s agree together in prayer to God for… 
 
2. New believers to be baptized and taught to become devoted disciples of Jesus Christ 

(Matt.28:19-20) 
 
One thing we know about the early church is that when people were saved, they were also baptized.  
You read in Acts how just about every time there is mention of somebody being saved, there is 
almost immediate baptism.  It marked the beginning of a life of discipleship … of following Jesus.  
And that’s what Jesus intended. 

 
Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV) - Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.” 
 

ILLUSTRATION – I was so blessed a few Sundays ago when a little boy, who was baptized in the 
service, came up to me waving an envelope.  I looked more closely, and it was the envelope that we 
had presented to him when his parents brought him for parent/child dedication.  In it was a letter that 
I wrote to the child to be opened on the day they were baptized, telling the child of how God had 
been faithful as his parents had dedicated him to the Lord.  They were going to lunch where he 
would open that envelope. 
 
But baptism is just the first step in making disciples.  We are to teach them to obey Christ.  As 
people are saved, we need other believers to come alongside them to encourage them and teach them.   

 
APPLICATION/STRATEGIC ACTION  

• Sunday School teachers, can you look around your class and see boys and girls, or students, or 
young adults, or even senior adults who have just come to faith in Christ?  Are you taking 
seriously the mandate to make disciples by teaching them to obey all that Christ commanded? 



• If God gives us the privilege of leading someone to Christ, we should take seriously the 
responsibility to help them obey Christ in baptism and to become a fully devoted follower of 
Christ.  One of the most fulfilling thing I get to do is meet with people who have just come to 
faith in Christ and help them grow in the Lord. 

 
Let’s agree together in prayer to God for new believers to be baptized and taught to become 
devoted disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
Let’s agree together in prayer to God for… 
 
3. Church members giving themselves away in stewardship to the Lord and service to others 

in the church and in the community (Acts 2:44-45; I Cor.15:58) 
 
Now let’s look carefully at what happened when these people in Acts 2 were saved and baptized.  
They became part of a team. 
 

Acts 2:44-45 (NIV) - All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 
 

This is amazing!  What a life they shared together!  They didn’t just come into church thinking, 
“What can I get from this?”  They came into their new spiritual family thinking, “What can I give?” 
 
That’s the heart of the Christian life. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:58 (NIV) - Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. 
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the 
Lord is not in vain. 

 
ILLUSTRATION – I recently read the account of Mark Hurn telling of an experience he had while 
attending Moody Graduate School in Chicago.  Listen to his story:  “Campus housing was not 
available for my wife and me, so we ended up renting an apartment right around the corner on 
fashionable Oak Street. One morning I noticed Shoo, the local shoeshine man. Like a barker at a 
carnival, he would offer to shine the shoes (for a donation) of bustling passersby during the early 
morning rush. 
 

“On that particular day, however, a stretch limo pulled up in front of Shoo, and out of the 
vehicle stepped a gentleman who was dressed like a cover model for GQ magazine. Rather 
than asking for a shoeshine, he sat Shoo down and polished his scuffed and tattered shoes. 
When finished, he handed Shoo a tip—a $100 bill—and then returned to his waiting vehicle, 
never saying a word. 
 
“When I returned home that evening, my wife asked how my day at school had gone. I 
explained that on my way to class to learn about Jesus, I saw someone who acted a whole lot 
like Jesus. To this day I cannot remember what I learned in my theology classes that particular 
day, but it is hard to forget the lesson I learned at the corner of Oak and Rush from Shoo and 
the man who acted like Jesus.” 



 
APPLICATION/STRATEGIC ACTION 

 
• Volunteer Service Rally, Jan.20, 6:00pm 

 
• Financial stewardship. 

 
Let’s agree together in prayer to God for church members giving themselves away in 
stewardship to the Lord and service to others in the church and in the community. 
 
Let’s agree together in prayer to God for… 
 
4. Worship services where we experience an atmosphere of praise and awe at the supernatural 

activity of God in our midst (Ps.150:1-2; Acts 2:43) 
 
Can you just imagine what it was like in the Acts 2 Community? 
 
Acts 2:43 (NIV) - Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were 
done by the apostles.   
 
Acts 2:46b-47a (NIV) - With glad and sincere hearts, 47 (they were) praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people. 

 
Church, this is the life of the people of God … an atmosphere of awe and praise at the supernatural 
activity of god. 
 

Psalm 150:1-2 (NIV) - Praise the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his 
mighty heavens. 2 Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness. 

 
APPLICATION/STRATEGIC ACTION (what we do) 

 
• Let’s bring our worship and praise with us each week.  It’s ridiculous to think that we can 

come on Sundays and experience this praise and awe at the supernatural activity of God when 
we haven’t lived with it the other six days of the week. 

 
TO EARLY SERVICE: 
• IN TIME 
• IN CLOSE 
• INVOLVED 
• INVITE 
 

• John Lee and I will be pulling together a group of our leaders to take a look at our worship to 
make sure that we are offering our very best to God in our public worship.  Are there things 
we can do better or different to make this a reality? 

 



Let’s agree together in prayer to God for worship services where we experience an atmosphere 
of praise and awe at the supernatural activity of God in our midst. 

 
Let’s agree together in prayer to God for… 
 
5. The experience of authentic fellowship in the church as every member belongs to and 

participates in a small group for the purpose of Bible study, prayer, accountability and 
ministry (Acts 2:42; Phil.2:1-2) 

 
Now we get a deeper look into this Acts 2 Community.  
 

Acts 2:42 (NIV) - They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

 
And a more careful study of Acts reveals that this happened in the context of small groups, in homes 
or in meeting halls where the church assembled. 
 

Spiritual growth never happens outside of involvement in a small group.  That’s just the way God 
has designed the Christian life to work … in a community. 

 
APPLICATION/STRATEGIC ACTION (what we do) 

• We want to challenge every church member to be involved in a small group … SS, other 
groups … A2C groups, etc. 

• We want to challenge our SS departments to take seriously the responsibility they have to keep 
up with and to be accountable for the people entrusted to their care. 

• I want our small group experience to be balanced time for the study of Scripture, but also to 
pray and encourage one another.  And to do things together in ministry. 

 
Let’s agree together in prayer to God for the experience of authentic fellowship in the church 
as every member belongs to and participates in a small group for the purpose of Bible study, 
prayer, accountability and ministry. 

 
Let’s agree together in prayer to God for… 
 
6. A spirit of intercession for each other that God’s Spirit and power would be poured out 

upon us all as the people of God (Eph.6:18-19) 
 
What would happen if we all were committed to praying for each other?  What would happen if we 
built time into our lives each day to pray for our church?  That’s what we’re called to do. 
 

Ephesians 6:18-19 (NIV) - And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the 
saints. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so 
that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel… 

 
APPLICATION/STRATEGIC ACTIONS 



• I’m determined to help us find a way to build this more consistently into the life of our church.  
We’re exploring how we can facilitate prayer groups meeting at different times and different 
places all across our city. 

• But we can start with this.  As you came in today you received a card like this that summarizes 
these 6 “Life Giving Prayers for our Church.”  Will you keep it in your Bible and use it daily?  
I pray for one of these each day. 

 
What could happen if this Acts 2 Community really happens in our church?  We would really be a 
winning team.  Look again at the bottom line. 
 

Acts 2:47b (NIV) - And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 
saved.  

 
CONCLUSION 
 
ILLUSTRATION – A few months ago I read a book entitled “Jim & Casper Go To Church” by Jim 
Henderson and Matt Casper  
 

 
Jim and Casper Go to Church tells of the adventure of Jim Henderson and Matt Casper.  Jim 
Henderson has been a megachurch pastor.  In this book Jim interacts with an atheist he paid to 
take a nationwide road trip visiting a dozen of America’s churches, including some well-
known (such as Saddleback, Willow Creek and Lakewood) and some little-known. Jim wanted 
to document the "first impressions" of a non-believer at those places. The book offers an 
intimate and frank dialogue between an atheist and a believer.  
 
Matt agreed to the process, knowing that Jim’s intention was not to convert him, but to 
understand him and his perceptions. Matt gamely entered each of the churches Jim designated 
for the journey and agreed to describe his experience, akin to being a foreigner entering places 
unknown.  
 
Among the elements you will read in their journey are the following:  
 

• What was, and how compelling was, the call to action?  
• How was the Word of God integrated into practical examples of living the faith?  
• What prior knowledge and belief did the church assume attenders possessed?  
• Was the church more interested in conversation or conversion? In dialogue or debate?  
• How accessible was the heart and mind of the ministry?  
• What makes a church genuine and authentic in its interaction with people?  
• Is the church engaging people or performing for them?  
• How realistic is the teaching? Is it the result of proof-texting or contextualization?  
• How honest are Christians about the cost of following Christ?  
• What is the church’s capacity for listening?  
• Is this a body of believers who are more interested in serving or in being served?  
 



On their journey across America’s churches, Matt Casper saw it all: light shows, fog 
machines, worship bands, extended offerings, traditions observed. At one point, his incredulity 
broke through, as he asked, "Is this what Jesus told you guys to do?".  
 

Great question for us today, Travis Avenue Baptist Church. 
 
If not here, where?  If not now, why?  If not us, who? 


